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1. Exhaustive analysis of the United Nations Study on Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Education (CP/CSH/INF.44/06)
The delegation of Mexico stated that the overall objective of disarmament and non-proliferation education was to impart knowledge that will enable those receiving it to contribute to the achievement of total disarmament. The study encourages the different agencies to promote disarmament education, using such techniques as distance education, the Internet, and other media, such as compact disks. It also encourages academic institutions and other civil society organizations to prepare and disseminate material on line in different languages.

The delegation said that decisions had been taken at the regional level and it cited the ninth meeting of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL), held on December 7 and 8, 2005, which adopted resolution 479, instructing OPANAL to enter into contact with the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean (UN-LiREC) regarding disarmament and non-proliferation activities. In this connection, it pointed out that OPANAL and UN-LiREC had held two meetings, resulting in the document distributed at the committee meeting (CP/CSH/INF. 69/07).

It also asked that the General Secretariat keep abreast of OPANAL and UN-LiREC activities in this field. The delegation also mentioned some of the activities being conducted by the United Nations, UNESCO, UNICEF, the University for Peace, and the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) in connection with the dissemination of information for disarmament education and urged that the OAS portal help disseminate the work and meetings carried out in other international forums.
The delegation of Canada reaffirmed the importance of civil society’s role in promoting disarmament and education for non-proliferation and it underscored the important part played by regional organizations, such as the OAS, to promote these concerns.

The Brazilian delegation pointed out that the establishment of educational models serves to inform civil society of the importance of disarmament at the international level. Accordingly, it emphasized the importance of the work done by civil society and stressed that the OAS could contribute to efforts in this field.

The delegation of the United States underscored some suggestions for making headway in this area, including the idea of the Inter-American Defense College holding a seminar on non-proliferation and disarmament.  It said the Inter-American Defense College could establish ties with the United Nations University in Tokyo and with the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR), which foster peace, non-proliferation, and disarmament. Finally, it supported the suggestion by the delegation of Mexico that the Committee’s website be used to include links related to these matters.

2. Report on the Seminar on Management of Arms in Custody and Destruction of Stockpiles, held in Santiago, Chile, on November 9, 2006
Mr. Christopher Hernández-Roy, Director of the Department for the Prevention of Threats against Public Security of the OAS General Secretariat, presented a report on the above-mentioned seminar, which was organized by said Department, jointly with FLACSO-Chile, and in collaboration with UN-LiREC and the Office of the Director General of Mobilization of the Chilean Ministry of Defense.  According to Mr. Hernández-Roy, the seminar facilitated the exchange of experience and best practices in the region to raise awareness of stockpile security and management, and the processes and destruction techniques involved.

The delegation of the United States thanked Mr. Hernández-Roy for his presentation and referred to the “Handbook of Best Practices on Small Arms and Light Weapons,” published by the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), requesting that arrangements be made to send it to the delegations not present at the meeting.
The Chair thanked Mr. Christopher Hernández and Allison August and emphasized that this seminar testified to the Organization’s efforts to improve controls in this area. The Chair also asked the representative of Chile to convey the Committee’s gratitude for the way this topic had been handled.

Finally, the presentation by the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, Ambassador Javier Sancho Bonilla, during the seminar was distributed as document CP/CSH/INF. 62/06.

3.
Consideration and adoption of the agendas of some of the special meetings to be held in the first half of 2007
· Draft Agenda for the “Special Meeting on Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) and on a Worldwide Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban” to be held on February 27, 2007
The delegation of Mexico pointed out that the date envisaged for this meeting would be the day prior to the CICTE meeting in Panama and some delegations might not attend it. The meeting was then tentatively postponed to February 22, 2007, a date that would shortly be confirmed by Mexico.

The delegation of Argentina, backed by Brazil, suggested including a presentation on the Brazilian-Argentine Agency for Accounting and Control of Nuclear Material (ABACC) in the agenda.
· Draft Agenda for the “Meeting to Review Progress by Member States in Implementing the Declaration on Security in the Americas and to Assess Progress Achieved to Date,” to be held on March 20, 2007
After considering this document, the Committee agreed on the following:

1. The Chair will address the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, as well as other subregional, regional, and international institutions and mechanisms regarding the various aspects of security and defense in the Hemisphere, and ask them to report on the ways in which they have been implementing the commitments assumed in the Declaration in their particular spheres.
2. The Chair will explore the possibility of holding a two-day meeting, depending on the availability of resources in the Organization.

3. Consideration of institutional issues will be added to Item 3. This will include a presentation by the Inter-American Defense Board and by the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security.

In addition, the Committee suggested encouraging member states to send progress reports and to look into the possibility of holding an annual meeting on the subject.

· Draft Agenda for the “Meeting on Effective Strategies to Mitigate the Threat Posed by MANPADS,” to be held on March 8, 2007
The Committee agreed to amend the title of this meeting, to read as follows: “Effective Strategies to Mitigate the Threat Posed by the Use of Man-Portable Air-Defense Systems (MANPADS) by Non-State Actors.”

· Draft Agenda for the “Seminar, with the Participation of Government Experts, International Organizations, and Representatives of Civil Society, for the Purpose of Considering, from a Strategic Point of View, How Extreme Poverty Erodes Social Cohesion and Undermines the Security of States,” to be held on March 12, 2007
The delegation of Brazil said it envisaged this seminar being shared with CEPCIDI and stated that the idea was to consider to what extent poverty is a vulnerable feature for several countries. It also mentioned the intention to have the United Nations, the IDB, the World Bank, MINUSTAH, and Brazilian academics participate in the seminar.

The Committee agreed to amend the title of this meeting, to read as follows: “Confronting Extreme Poverty, Inequity, and Social Exclusion as a Way to Strengthen Hemispheric Security.”

Finally, the Chair noted and welcomed the observations and recommendations of the delegations regarding these four draft agendas and, with the help of the Secretariat of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, will incorporate then in revised versions of those agendas, which will be distributed as soon as possible.  In addition, the Chair asked the delegations to send to it, via the Secretariat, suggestions regarding panelists for these seminars and meetings.

3. Presentation of the Draft Resolution “Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions”

The Chair reported that a draft resolution entitled “Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisition” had been presented by the delegations of Canada and Chile, seconded by Argentina, and approved at the Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, held on November 30, 2006.  During that meeting it was agreed to forward this resolution to the Committee on Hemispheric Security, for presentation to the General Assembly. On this occasion, the Chair simply presented the draft resolution, pointing out that it would be discussed at a subsequent meeting of the Committee in 2007.


Counselor Gerdro Bompadre then presented his Rapporteur’s Report on the Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions.  It was later published as document REP/CITAAC/doc.7/06.

The delegation of Brazil thanked the rapporteurs for his report and announced that Brazil had already ratified said Convention.
4. Other business


The delegation of the Republic of Venezuela presented a report on Actions to Implement the Conclusions and Recommendations of the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons (Venezuela, Isla Margarita, March 14-17, 2006).  That report was distributed as document CP/CSH-813/06.

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP17433E03�








