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Madam Chair:


I have the honor to refer to document CP/CAJP 2362/06, “DRAFT PROGRAM OF ACTION FOR THE DECADE OF THE AMERICAS FOR THE RIGHTS AND DIGNITY OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (2006-2016),” and to forward the following observations, which reflect the views and comments of the institutions working in this field in Colombia, as well as those of this mission:

1.
In our opinion, the Program should begin by underscoring, in the introduction, the importance of the regional instruments (especially, the Inter-American Convention and its implementation mechanisms, such as the Committee) and calling upon OAS member states to accede to them.
2.
Chapter IV “SPECIFIC MEASURES”


1.
Society

a:
It is important to bear in mind that, more than the formation of volunteer groups, what is needed, in our government’s view, is to strengthen civil organization of and for persons with disabilities, in order to promote their personal development and boost their leadership capacity, which will make it possible for the subject to be taken up in all public and private fora in society.

b:
We suggest bearing in mind the importance of working toward intersectoral commitments to coordinate efforts for integral rehabilitation from childhood to adulthood.
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c:
We consider that it is not clear whether this refers to activities to foster awareness or actual training in the provision of services to persons with disabilities. Likewise, it is not clear whether this is separate from the measure referred to in subparagraph d.

f:
This important subparagraph suggests establishing the position of Defender of Persons with Disabilities or a similar post. In the case of Colombia, the Ombudsman’s Office is part of the National Consultative Committee for Persons with Impairments (Comité Consultivo Nacional de las Personas con Limitación), established pursuant to Law 361 of 1997.  
2.
Health

c:
We think that, in addition, it is necessary to define minimum standards to be met by enterprises producing technical aids, so that they provide high-quality service to their clients.  It would also be appropriate to promote the inclusion of technical aids and medicine in mandatory health plans and to underscore the importance of promoting research into the development of technical aids.


4.
Employment


We suggest recommending the promotion or creation of flexible lines of credit to support the development of productive projects by persons with disabilities and/or their families.


6.
Political participation

d:
The idea appears to be sound, but, in the Spanish text, the term “Asociacionismo” is obscure and should be replaced with a phrase similar to the English version’s “Fostering alliances: to coordinate the various associations…” Here, it might be worth referring specifically to the generation of follow-up mechanisms to track compliance with the rules in effect in different countries on behalf of persons with disabilities, because, in our view, it is important that countries review their existing rules to determine which have not been implemented and which need updating, and that they analyze the need to generate new regulations.

3.
V.
STRATEGIES 


Legislation: This should be expanded to include the promotion of public policies based on national plans or programs that serve as a management tool or instrument for intersectoral coordination and also provide for the participation of persons with disabilities and their families, of the private sector, and of civil society.


Strategies should also take the principles of transversality and integrality into account [Tr., i.e. strategies need to be both cross-cutting and comprehensive].


Cooperation: It would be interesting to include any cooperation that the OAS, other organs, and organized civil society could provide to enable states, which bear the main responsibility for implementing the Program’s activities, to effectively carry out those activities.  This includes, for instance, training workshops, such as those run by PAHO, and disability studies (incidence, causes, recognition of rights, poverty, access and inclusion, transparency, and so on.) 

4.
Finally, we think the Program needs to have a section devoted to dissemination: of the Program itself, the activities of the decade, and the achievements and sound practices implemented and pursued in different countries, and so on. We consider that such dissemination should begin at the OAS itself, with a specific electronic site, the contents of which may be replicated, through a number of media, in the various countries and organizations.  


I should like to avail myself of this opportunity to convey to you the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 

CAMILO OSPINA

Ambassador, Permanent Representative
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