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CONTRIBUTION FOR THE REORGANIZATION OF THE OPERATIVE SECTION 

OF THE DRAFT SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS

THEMATIC AND STRUCTURAL PROPOSALS
The draft operative section of the Social Charter of the Americas, prepared by the OAS General Secretariat, is organized as chapters lacking any particular sequence, interrelationship, or organic structure. The ALADI Group decided (meeting of November 28, 2006) to establish a technical working group to work to present a proposal for reorganizing both the topics and structure of said section. 

Each chapter would include those articles to comprise the operative section of the Social Charter.
CHAPTER I

1. Overcome poverty and attain decent living standards, in order to strengthen democracy with social justice.

NOTE:  The general or introductory articles to be developed in Chapters II to V would be incorporated in this chapter.
CHAPTER II

2. Inclusive, just, and equitable economic development.

CHAPTER III

3. Social development, equal opportunity, and non-discrimination.

CHAPTER IV

4. Cultural development, diversity, and pluralism.
CHAPTER V

5. Solidarity and collective effort of the Americas.

NOTE:  This chapter will develop the articles pertaining to international cooperation, in order to contribute to national efforts to implement the provisions of the Charter and measures to be included in the Plan of Action.
CONTRIBUTION FOR INTRODUCTORY ARTICLES OF THE OPERATIVE SECTION
ARTICLE I


The peoples of the Americas legitimately aspire to social justice and their governments have an obligation to promote it.


Integral development is essential to democracy.

ARTICLE II


The promotion and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights are inherently linked to integral development, equitable economic growth, and to the consolidation of democracy in the states of the Hemisphere.

ARTICLE III


The states commit to respecting, promoting, and abiding by the principles and rights set forth in this Charter in accordance with their domestic laws and the resources at their disposal, with a view to progressively achieving their full and effective implementation.
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