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DRAFTING GROUP

Summary of the first meeting, held on January 19, 2007

The Chair, Ambassador Abigail Castro de Pérez, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, called the meeting to order and reminded delegates that the Joint Working Group had decided, on December 18, 2006, to establish a Drafting Group, open to all member states and comprising at least the Vice Chairs of the Joint Working Group and the Regional Coordinators.  The member states also agreed that the Drafting Group would be chaired by Ambassador Abigail Castro de Pérez, in her capacity as Chair of the Joint Working Group, and that she would be replaced, when necessary, by the Vice Chairs of the Joint Working Group, on a rotating basis.


Regarding the participation of the regional Vice Chairs, Ambassador Castro de Pérez suggested that, since the ambassadors acting as Vice Chairs would probably find it difficult to attend all the meetings of the Drafting Group, it should be agreed that they could be represented by members of their respective delegations.  The Group supported the Chair’s proposal.


Ambassador Castro de Pérez mentioned the ALADI proposal, contained in document GTC/CASA/doc.43/06, which, she said, had been commented on favorably by several delegations and had been accepted by the Group as a whole as a starting point for the work of the Drafting Group.

Mr. Fernando Simas, Alternate Representative of Brazil, presented the ALADI Group proposal and provided detailed information on the reasons, purposes, and bases for the suggestions therein.  Mr. Simas concluded his presentation with the suggestion that the Group begin considering the introductory articles in the operative section.


The delegation of the United States presented a revised version of the document “Summits of the Americas. Declarations and Plans of Action. Extracts Related to Topics in the Social Table,” which includes the language of the Declarations and Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas on the topics included in the ALADI proposal and which could serve as a reference tool for the Drafting Group’s work.  The Chair thanked the delegation of the United States for the document it had prepared and for making it available in both Spanish and English.

The Drafting Group considered the three articles proposed by the ALADI Group for the operative section and reached the following agreements.

Article 1:
Based on comments by the delegations of the United States, Canada, and Peru, to leave the article in square brackets and to request the aforementioned delegations, together with the ALADI Group, to come up with alternative wording; 

Article II:
Approved, on the understanding that the English version would be taken textually from the English version of the Democratic Charter, and accurately reflect the text of Article 13 of that Charter.

Article III:
The Group found that the English-language version of the text did not match the Spanish text. The Secretariat was instructed to review the translation, while the delegations continue to carry out consultations regarding the text.


The ALADI Group announced that it would draw up proposals for drafting the five thematic chapters proposed and the Drafting Group agreed that the next meeting would be convened as soon as the delegations’ contributions are available.

Delegations present

The following delegations took part in the meeting:


Argentina

Brazil

Canada

Chile

Colombia

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

El Salvador

Guatemala

Jamaica

Mexico

Paraguay

Peru

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

United States

Uruguay

Venezuela
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