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General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2226 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of International Humanitarian Law,” requires that the OAS Office of International Law, in coordination with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), organize a course on international humanitarian law (IHL) for staff of the permanent missions and the General Secretariat, and other students of the subject.

The course on IHL will last one day and cover the fundamental sources and rules of IHL and its application in the inter-American system.  It will comprise the following modules:

Registration: 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
I.
Introductory remarks and structure of the Course
9:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.
Ambassador Osmar Chohfi

Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and

Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS

Yves Petermann

Director of Humanitarian Diplomacy,

International Committee of the Red Cross

Dante Negro

Director, Office of International Law

Organization of American States
II. Introduction to International Humanitarian Law:
9:45 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.
Instructor: Ms. Ximena Medellín

Professor and Outside Consultant

Human Rights Program of the

Ibero-American University of Mexico

Description:  The course will begin with an introductory section defining IHL and examining its development and objectives.  The introduction will examine its position within public international law; and explain differences between ius in bello and ius ad bellum; the universality of IHL; treaty and customary sources of contemporary IHL; the scope of application of IHL; the definition of armed conflict; problems and consequences of qualification of armed conflicts; parties to an armed conflict; and compliance mechanisms.  The introductory section will include specific discussion of the three following topics:

· Geneva Conventions of 1949: (1) Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick Members of Armed Forces in the Field; (2) Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea; (3) Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War; and (4) Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War.

· Geneva Protocols:  Protocol I: Protection of victims of international armed conflicts; Protocol II: Non-international armed conflicts; and Protocol III: Adoption of an additional distinctive emblem.

· Customary International Humanitarian Law: The course will include a section on the importance of customary (unwritten) international law.  The discussion will focus on how a rule/custom is considered customary if it reflects a country’s practice and if there is a belief among the international community that the practice is obligatory as a matter of law.

Break: 11:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

III. Relationship between human rights law, international humanitarian law, and international criminal law
11:30 a.m. – 12.10 p.m.
Instructor: Ms. Elizabeth Santalla Vargas

Researcher, University of Leiden, Netherlands

Member of the Latin American Studies Group on International Criminal Law

Konrad Adenauer Foundation

Description: This module will deal with the intersection between human rights law, international humanitarian law, and international criminal law.  Although they deal with distinct issues, there are circumstances in which each of these branches of law applies in a conflict situation.  This course discussion will center on how it is widely recognized and accepted, that, during armed conflict, certain human rights may be restricted during specific circumstances and only to the extent required by the situation; however, the need to protect human rights during an armed conflict is also recognized.  With that in mind, it is important to highlight that during armed conflicts, people under the Geneva Conventions still have their basic human rights protected.

IV.
IHL within the inter-American system
12:10 p.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor:  Mr. John Wilson

Office of International Law

Organization of American States


Description: This module will cover the way OAS organs, agencies, and entities apply IHL in their respective spheres and the impact of these efforts in the region.

Lunch: 12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

V.
Law of Protected Persons and Objects
2:00 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.
Instructor:  Mr. Danilo González

Alternate Representative

Permanent Mission of Costa Rica to the OAS

Description:  This module will adress the kinds of persons who have protected status, including civilians in general and, particularly, internally displaced persons, the wounded, the sick, prisoners of war, medical and religious personnel, relief operations personnel, and civil defense personnel and mediators, among others.  It will also cover the special cases of cultural property, military medical facilities, ambulances, civilian property, and other objects that are considered as protected during a time of armed conflict.  Further, it will examine the need to protect persons deprived of their liberty in relation to an armed conflict, including protection from inhumane treatment, denial of judicial guarantees, and disappearance.

VI.
Law on the Conduct of Hostilities
2:45 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Instructor: Mr. Walter Rivera Alemán

Navy Captain

Republic of El Salvador

Description:  This module will address the conduct of military operations during armed conflict and legal provisions on the conduct of hostilities that restrict the choices of methods and means of warfare that the parties to an armed conflict are allowed to use.  It will cover prohibitions of direct attacks against civilian objects and population; prohibition of indiscriminate attacks; and the obligation to take precautionary measures in order to avoid and lessen the loss of civilians, injuries to civilians, and damage of civilian objects.  The module will also examine the fundamental obligation to distinguish between military objectives and persons and objects that cannot be attacked; the problem of direct participation of civilians in hostilities; the dilemma of military necessity and civilian losses and damage; precautions in attack; and the prohibition of certain weapons and methods of warfare.

Break: 3:30 p.m. – 3.45 p.m.
VII.
The Implementation of IHL in the Americas (War Crimes)
4:00 p.m. – 4:25 p.m.
Instructor: Mr. Romaric Ferraro

Legal Advisor

Regional Delegation for Mexico, Central America and the Spanish-speaking Caribbean
International Committee of the Red Cross 

Description: This module will cover the strong commitment by OAS member states to international humanitarian law by adopting the different treaties encompassing IHL. It will also cover the efforts by the states of the Americas to implement the obligations provided for in the treaties they have signed.  It will also cover national implementation of treaties, which reveals that there still is a significant gap between international requirements and their implementation, and it will address this gap, focusing in particular on national measures conducive to the repression of war crimes.

VIII.
Closing remarks
4:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Ambassador Osmar Chohfi

Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and

Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS

Yves Petermann

Director of Humanitarian Diplomacy

International Committee of the Red Cross

Dante Negro

Director, Office of International Law

Organization of American States
Awarding of certificates to participants in the course: 5:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
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