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Summary of the meeting held on February 5, 2007

1. Election of the Vice Chair

Dr. David Quiroga, Alternate Representative of Chile to the OAS, was elected by acclamation to serve as Vice Chair of the Working Group. His candidacy had been presented by the delegation of Venezuela and seconded by the delegation of Brazil.

The Vice Chair of the Working Group thanked the delegations for electing him and reaffirmed his commitment to the tasks and aims of the Group.

2. Presentation by the Trust for the Americas on the initial achievements in job placement for persons with disabilities through the POETA program

Mr. David Rojas, Director of the POETA program of the Trust for the Americas, presented a video on the initial achievements in job placement for persons with disabilities through the POETA program, now in place in 11 countries and expected to be extended to four countries of the Caribbean, with assistance from adaptive technologies. 

3. Initial negotiations on the “Consolidated Text of the Preliminary Draft Program of Action - Decade of the Americas for Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016), Containing the Observations and Comments of the OAS Member States (Vision Statement, Mission Statement, and Objectives)” (CAJP/GT/DDD-34/07 corr. 2)

The Chair presented the document “Consolidated Text of the Preliminary Draft Program of Action - Decade of the Americas for Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016), Containing the Observations and Comments of the OAS Member States (Vision Statement, Mission Statement, and Objectives),” noting that it contained the contributions received to date from member states, international organizations, and civil society organizations. Considering the large amount of contributions received, at this meeting the first part of the document, containing the vision statement, mission statement, and objectives, was presented.  The second part, including the chapters on specific measures and strategies, was to be presented later, since the Secretariat was working on having it available in English and Spanish. 

The Chair also announced that the contributions of civil society had been distributed in the meeting as document CAJP/GT/DDD-33/07 corr. 1.

4. Other business

The Chair informed delegations that the consolidated document, including the contributions discussed during the meeting and the chapters on the vision and mission statements and the objectives, in addition to the chapters on specific measures and strategies, would be distributed that week.


In addition, delegations were invited to work on a calendar of informal meetings for negotiation of the Program of Action and proposed, as dates for such meetings, the morning of Friday, February 16, and the afternoon of Tuesday, February 20.

Lastly, the Chair congratulated the Dominican Republic on its deposit, on February 5, 2007, of the instrument of ratification of the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities.
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