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1. Adoption of the order of business
The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1577/07.

· Welcome to new Permanent Representatives
The Council welcomed the new Permanent Representative of Bolivia, Ambassador Reynaldo Cuadros Anaya, and the new Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Antero Flores-Araoz.
2. Presentation of the Draft Declaration of Panama:  “Energy for Development”

Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, presented, on behalf of his government, the draft declaration “Energy for Development” (CP/doc.4168/07), which is to be presented to the ministers of foreign affairs and heads of delegation of the OAS member states at the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly, to be held in Panama, June 3 to 5, 2007.


After hearing the interventions of the delegations on the draft declaration, the Permanent Council decided:

· To thank the Government of Panama, through Ambassador Aristides Royo, for its timely presentation of the Draft Declaration of Panama:  “Energy for Development.”
· To establish a working group, open to all delegations, to consider such observations and recommendations as the delegations might wish to present regarding the aforementioned draft declaration.
· To request the General Secretariat, through the Department of Sustainable Development, to provide technical advice and Secretariat services to said working group.

· To designate Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, Chair of the Working Group to Negotiate the Draft Declaration of Panama, “Energy for Development.”
3. Presentation by the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) on the topic “Justice Reforms in the Americas”
The Executive Director of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA), Mr. Juan Enrique Vargas, gave a presentation on the topic “Justice Reforms in the Americas.”


The following individuals also participated in said presentation:  Mr. Russell R. Wheeler, adviser to the JSCA’s Board of Directors, Mr. Francisco Cruz Fuenzalida, Executive Secretary of the JSCA’s Board of Directors, and Mr. Peter DeShazo, Director of the Americas Program of the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS).


The Executive Director of the JSCA presented, together with its annual report to the General Assembly, a summary of studies conducted by the JSCA in its six years working in the following countries:  Canada, United States, Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama, Ecuador, Peru, Chile, Honduras, Jamaica, Haiti, Dominican Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, Colombia, Venezuela, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay, Bolivia, Argentina, and the Eastern Caribbean.

Lastly, after hearing the observations of the delegations on this topic and on the studies being conducted by the JSCA, the Council decided:

· To take note of the reports and to thank the members of the JSCA for their presentation thereof.
· To refer the topic to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for such observations as the delegations might wish to make observations thereon.

· To forward the matter, as a reference document, to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.


At the meeting, the following documents presented by the JSCA were distributed by the Secretariat:
· Reforma Judicial en América Latina - Resultados, prepared by Peter DeShazo and Juan Enrique Vargas (Spanish and English).
· CEJA en un Vistazo:  Seis Años de Trabajo por la Justicia en las Américas (2000-2006). (Spanish and English).   Both documents have been deposited in the Columbus Memorial Library and are published online at:  www.cejamericas.org.

4. Report by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) on progress made in establishing the committee provided for in the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities
The Chair of the CAJP, Ambassador Osmar V. Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil, reported to the Permanent Council on progress made in establishing the committee provided for in the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, pursuant to Article VI of said Convention and the provisions of resolution AG/RES. 2167 (XXXVI-O/06).


In that connection, the Council decided to adopt resolution CP/RES. 913 (1577/07), the operative paragraphs of which resolve:

1.
To thank the Government of Panama for its kind offer to host the first meeting of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, to be held on February 28 and March 1, 2007.

2.
To transmit to that Committee document CP/CAJP-2434/06 rev.2, entitled “Draft Rules of Procedure of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities,” and to transmit to the states parties document CP/CAJP-2420/06 rev. 4, entitled “General Orientation regarding the Contents of the Reports of the States Parties to the Inter-American Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities.”

3.
To urge the states parties to the Convention to appoint, before January 31, 2007, their representatives, who should serve independently and in their personal capacities, be persons of high moral authority, and have sound technical knowledge and experience in the various subjects addressed by the Convention.

4.
To urge states parties, as stipulated in Article VI.4 of the Convention, to present a report, taking into account the “General Orientation regarding the Contents of the Reports of the States Parties to the Inter-American Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities,” document CP/CAJP-2420/06 rev. 4.

5.
To request the Secretary General to continue, in accordance with Article VI.7 of the Convention, to provide the necessary support for the fulfillment of the Committee’s functions.

5. Partnership for Opportunities in Employment through Technology in the Americas (POETA) program, presented by the Trust for the Americas
Mrs. Linda Eddleman, Executive Director of the Trust for the Americas, gave a presentation on the POETA program.  She referred to the program’s objective, which is to provide technology training and employment solutions for low-income groups throughout the Hemisphere.  She also indicated that POETA works with, inter alia, at-risk young people, persons with disabilities, women heads of household, and remote communities, making available to participants computer training, psychological counseling, motivation, and preparation for different jobs for which labor market demand exists in each country.

After hearing the interventions of the delegations regarding the POETA program, and the recognition by acclamation of the excellent work being done by the Trust for the Americas, the Council decided:

· To take note of the information provided by the Trust for the Americas on the POETA program.

· To forward this information, as a reference document, to the first meeting of the Committee provided for in the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, to be held on February 28 and March 1, 2007, in Panama.

6.
Convocation of the special meeting of the OAS/REMJA Working Group on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition

The Permanent Council considered the draft resolution “Place and Date of the Special Meeting of the OAS/REMJA Working Group on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition (CP/doc.4166/07 rev. 4), presented by the Permanent Mission of Canada.


In that connection, it decided to adopt CP/RES. 914 (1577/07), the operative text of which reads:

1. To express appreciation for the offer by the Government of Canada to host a special meeting of the OAS/REMJA Working Group on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition.

2. To convene the Special Meeting of the OAS/REMJA Working Group on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition, to be held in Montreal, Canada, from March 26 to 27, 2007.

3. To accept the offer of Canada to host the Special Meeting in line with OAS standards within its own budget and without drawing on the Regular Fund of the OAS.  In the alternative, the Special Meeting may be at OAS Headquarters in Washington, D.C., from March 26 to 27, 2007, drawing on item 21C of the Regular Fund of the OAS in accordance with applicable rules.

4. To request the General Secretariat to support the preparations for the Special Meeting of the Working Group in coordination with Canada as host.

The Council also decided to refer the resolution to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, should resources from Subprogram 21C of the Regular Fund be needed. 

7. Referral of documents
The Council decided to refer to the Committees the following documents:

· To the General Committee: Annual Report of the Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4169/07)

· To the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs:  Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) (CP/doc.4173/07)
· To the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs:  The Work Plans of Offices of the General Secretariat in the Member States for 2007 and Report of Funds/Subsidies Received from Host Governments (CP/doc.4167/07)

6. Minutes

The Permanent Council adopted the minutes of the special meeting held on January 27, 2005 (CP/ACTA 1479/05).  In accordance with the provisions of Article 69.a of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Secretariat distributed the minutes of the regular meeting held on May 24, 2005 (CP/ACTA 1485/05), for consideration by the Council at an upcoming meeting.
7. Other business
· The Permanent Representative of Ecuador reported that on December 31, 2006, his government had complied with its payment plan with the OAS General Secretariat.
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El Permanent Representative of Peru reported the contribution of US$25,000 to the OAS electoral observation mission program.
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�.	The statements and comments made by the delegations are contained in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1577/07.
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