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Overcome poverty and attain decent living standards, in order to strengthen democracy with social justice

SOCIAL JUSTICE AND DEMOCRACY
ARTICLE 1.
The peoples of the Americas legitimately aspire to social justice and their governments have an obligation to promote it.

The peoples of the Americas aspire to eliminate extreme poverty, to achieve sustainable development, and to create equality of opportunity in order to promote social justice, and their governments have a responsibility to meet these aspirations.
ARTICLE 2.
Integral and sustainable development is essential to democracy, since the two are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.

The effective exercise of representative democracy is the basis not only for the rule of law and good governance with transparency and public participation, but also for social justice and economic growth with equity.

ARTICLE 3.

The Promotion and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights are inherently linked to integral development, equitable economic growth, and to the consolidation of democracy in the states of the Hemisphere. (Approved on January 19, 2007)
ARTICLE 4.
The states commit to respecting, promoting, and abiding by the principles and rights set forth in this Charter, within the limits of the resources at their disposal, and taking into account their level of development, with a view to progressively achieving, in accordance with their domestic laws, the full and effective implementation of such principles and rights, through such policies and programs as they consider most effective and appropriate for their needs.

We are committed to progressively realizing the achievement of economic, social, and cultural rights and objectives through policies and programs that we consider are the most effective, in accordance with our domestic laws and democratic processes and reaffirm that each State has primary responsibility for its own social and economic development, shaping and implementing programs best suited to its own needs and available resources.   

ARTICLE 5.
The states, determined and committed to combating the serious problems of poverty, social exclusion, and inequity and to address their underlying causes and their consequences, have the responsibility to create favorable conditions for achieving integral development with social justice for their peoples and thus for helping to strengthen democratic governance.

In order to continue strengthening [social development] democratic governance, we reaffirm our commitment to combat inequality, hunger, and poverty by creating the conditions that promote and facilitate economic growth and development, social integration, investment, entrepreneurship, and the principles of liberty, justice, security, and gender equality
ARTICLE 6.

Everyone is born free and equal in dignity and rights, and, accordingly, the states shall adopt measures to ensure the full enjoyment of all human rights, in a framework of solidarity, peace, and social justice.

CHAPTER III
Social development, equal opportunity, and non-discrimination

ARTICLE 1.
Through maintenance of sound macroeconomic policies, the protection of property and labor rights, as well as investments in education, health, social security, and other public programs to support sustainable development, free trade and open markets, and creative and active entrepreneurship, we will seek the most effective means to create equality of opportunity and social inclusion so that every individual can realize his or her full potential.

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP17590E01�








