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The DSD, through its Natural Hazard Risk Reduction Program (NHRRP), seeks to provide the OAS member States with recommendations for the formulation of public policy related to Natural Hazard Risk Management, and mainstreaming NHRR into Development Policy.  To that end, the Program provides for three main tools: (1) Projects and activities for the development of practices, knowledge and information; (2) an Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation for the sharing and exchange of practices, knowledge and information; and (3) a Policy-advising Technical Group, responsible for translating on-the-ground experience and information into policy papers.

Outputs sought by the Program are: (1) Project reports with identification of bad and good practices, and qualitative and quantitative information and data for statistical and empirical analysis; (2) Natural Hazards and Natural Disasters Database, including a comprehensive GIS and an Institutional Mapping Tool (IMT); (3) Policy round-tables and forums; and (4) Policy papers and publications.

In addition, as part of the mandates and responsibilities of the DSD in its capacity as the main technical body of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development on matters of Sustainable Development, the DSD NHRRP provides technical advice to the Joint Consultative Organ (JCO) of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management.

To this end, the Department has begun the following initiatives: 

· The Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (INDM) 

The DSD with support from CIDA has established an Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (INDM), as a mechanism for the sharing and exchange of information, knowledge and experience with regard to natural hazard risk management. INDM emerges from the need to: (a) assist OAS member States with the sharing and exchange of information, knowledge, and experience on Natural Hazard Risk Management; (b) strengthen the planning and disaster management activities of the OAS in order to respond more effectively to natural disasters; (c) provide for a mechanism to coordinate efforts and promote collaboration among the organizations of the Inter-American System, Regional Inter-governmental Organizations, International Organizations, Donors, Banks and Financing Institutions, and National Agencies responsible for the coordination of natural disasters management; (d) support the follow-up and implementation of the decisions of the Inter-American Committee for Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR); and (e) coordinate the implementation, monitoring and periodic revision of the Inter-American Strategic Plan for Policy on Vulnerability Reduction, Risk Management and Disaster Response (IASP).

The Department plans to use INDM as a tool to assist OAS Member States in advancing the formulation and development of public policy related to natural hazard risk management. In line with the principles and objectives of ISDR and the commitments made by the countries of the Americas, the Network will focus its efforts in the exchange and sharing of best practices, and policy models that promote the mainstreaming of natural hazard risk reduction into sustainable development policy and planning.

· Caribbean Emergency Legislation Project 

The Department has concluded negotiations with the World Bank on the terms of a Grant to facilitate the implementation of this project which aims to improve legislative and administrative procedures, during and immediately after, the occurrence of a natural disaster.  It is anticipated that the project will produce a set of recommendations for the implementation of clear and transparent procedures to be used during a state of emergency.  They will define government powers and responsibilities during these times, with particular emphasis on the emergency declaration and the governance aspects of emergency budget appropriation and budget execution.  

· Grenada Hurricane Resilient Home Reconstruction (GH2R) Project 

The GH2R aims at supporting information gathering and capacity building and training necessary for the effective implementation of a hazard-resistant home reconstruction program in Grenada.  The technical assistance component has already generated a market analysis and needs assessment reports, and initiated the development of the construction quality assurance (CQA) procedures and standards. Other activities that are being undertaken under this technical assistance project include: preliminary consultations on institutional arrangements for lending by local banks, credit risk coverage, and insurance coverage by local insurers.

· Central America Education Sector Retrofit Program (CAESRP)

With support from CIDA-Canada DSD is implementing the CAESRP in Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama, to strengthening governance-related activities in the public education sectors, by strengthening the capacity of public and private-sector stakeholders to adopt appropriate building codes and standards, and ensure their effective enforcement. In this phase the CAESRP will produce the action plan for the implementation of the program, review the national school vulnerability reduction plans in each participating country, and produce institutional and technical guidelines for carrying out retrofit projects. 

· Vulnerability and Capacity Assessment in Central America and South America

With support from the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent and the ProVention Consortium, DSD will implement a second phase of activities to strengthen the capacity of Red Cross National Societies working at the local, national, and regional levels by providing them with appropriate training tools to better prepare communities to be less vulnerable to the impact of disasters. Between June 2004 and December 2005, DSD and IFRC through its Panama Regional Delegation, supported by the ProVention Consortium, implemented the community based Vulnerability and Capacity Assessment (VCA) methodology in four Central American countries: Belize, Costa Rica, Guatemala and Honduras, developing new community based disaster management tools. In this second phase, DSD and IFRC will continue to work in coordination with the Red Cross National Societies of Belize, Costa Rica, Guatemala and Honduras. In addition, two Red Cross Societies from the South American region, the Brazilian Red Cross and the Chilean Red Cross will also participate in the project, together with national and international agencies, contributing to integrated development efforts in highly vulnerable communities, through the consolidation of micro projects developed as a result of the application of the standardized community education tool – the VCA. The Red Cross National Societies working in highly vulnerable communities require community education tools and training techniques applicable to the needs of the local communities to better perform their Vulnerability and Capacity Assessments.  

· Coastal No Adverse Impact Handbook 

With support from the Association of State Floodplain Managers, Inc. (ASFPM), DSD is coordinating, providing technical support, translating on and adapting to the Latin American region of the Coastal No Adverse Impact Handbook and its Companion Document for Decision Makers and Citizens in the Americas. ASFPM has drafted a handbook to help communities reduce the adverse impacts of selected coastal hazards and coastal development on their citizens.   The intended audience for The Coastal No Adverse Impact Handbook is community officials and staff in coastal watersheds in Central and South America and communities with significant Spanish speaking populations in the US.  ASFPM has also written a shorter companion document, written for the general public called “No Adverse Impact in the Coastal Zone – A Primer on Coastal Hazard Mitigation". DSD and the ASFPM have agreed on the need to translate into Spanish and adapt the Coastal NAI Handbook, for it to be used be as a tool for citizens and decision makers in the Americas in understanding selected coastal hazard risks faced by member states of the OAS.

· International Disaster Response, Laws, Rules and Principles Program (IDRL): Americas Case Study

With support of the International Federation of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), DSD will conduct a case study for the Americas, analyzing the legal and regulatory structure for natural disasters management, including mitigation and assistance. Through the analysis of current legal issues in the Americas in the area of natural disasters, the case study will identify challenges and opportunities as well as best practices to issue recommendations for action by OAS member states in the hemisphere.  The case study will focus in the Central American, the Caribbean and Andean Regions and a pilot country will be selected for each sub-region to further the study. The structure, format and methodology to be used by the OAS will follow the guidelines in the Terms of Reference provided by the International Disaster Response, Laws, Rules and Principles Programme (IDRL) and will be complemented with additional features such as a survey specially conducted amongst experts in the region to identify gaps and challenges regarding legal-institutional frameworks in disaster management. 

· White Helmets
With support from the Inter American Development Bank and the Government of Argentina, DSD coordinates the White Helmets Initiative to expand and consolidate execution and financing mechanisms for specialized volunteers’ participation at the national and regional levels in Latin America and the Caribbean to support humanitarian assistance and the prevention of emergency situations.
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