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ANALYSIS OF THE ELEMENTS RELATED TO THE APPLICATION BY 

Asociación de Afrocolombianos Desplazados (AFRODES)

TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to provide Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) with information on the civil society organization (CSO) Asociación de Afrocolombianos Desplazados (AFRODES).

The information contained in this report responds to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by Asociación de Afrocolombianos Desplazados (AFRODES) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1. 
Background


AFRODES is a non-profit association founded on August 1, 1999 in Bogotá, Colombia with the objective of protecting and defending the human rights of displaced afro-descendant communities in Colombia affected by the internal armed conflict.


AFRODES sponsors programs and projects that benefit the quality of life and cultural patrimony of its members.  It coordinates its work with similar civil society organizations both nationally and internationally.  It has participated in international fora, such as OAS General Assemblies, sessions of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), and other meetings related to the Summit of the Americas Process. 

Currently, AFRODES counts over 1300 displaced families as members. Any person in Colombia who has been displaced can join the organization as a member.  AFRODES receives its funding from donors including the Pan-American Development Foundation (PADF) and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). 

AFRODES submitted its application on July 18, 2005.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name of the Organization:
Asociación de Afrocolombianos Desplazados (AFRODES)
Address:  


Carrera 5 No 18-45 oficina 202





Bogotá, Colombia

Telephone:


(57-1) 284-2894

Fax:



(57-1) 334-4178

E-mail address:


afrodes@etb.net.co HYPERLINK "mailto:postmast@manuela.org.pe" 

Website:

 
www.afrodes.org HYPERLINK "mailto:postmast@manuela.org.pe" 

President:


Geiler Romaña Cuesta

Date established:

August 1, 1999

3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

AFRODES shares common goals with the OAS with regard to promoting and protecting human rights, encouraging social development, and protecting cultural diversity.  Areas in which AFRODES works that are related to the activities of the OAS include the following: 
· Contribute to the design, formulation, implementation, and evaluation of public policies concerned with human rights and international human rights law;

· Increase the capacity of judicial officials as well as military and civil authorities charged with the protection of human rights;

· Coordinate efforts with civil society organizations at the national and international levels to address the needs of displaced persons;

· Develop social intervention projects that benefit vulnerable and at-risk groups, especially those affected by violence;

· Assist afro-descendant communities in the preservation and maintenance of their cultural and ethnic patrimony.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
In its efforts to promote and protect the human rights of displaced persons, various AFRODES’ activities could assist the OAS to carry out its mission.  Activities carried out by this organization that can contribute to the OAS include the following:

· Provide humanitarian assistance to communities of displaced persons;

· Develop activities that protect and promote human rights;

· Forge agreements with civil society organizations that develop programs to improve the quality of life of displaced persons;

· Sponsor programs for displaced persons related to health, education, sports, recreation, and capacity-building.

· Carry out activities that promote the cultural expression of afro-descendant communities.

5.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives
AFRODES can assist the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization in the following areas related to social development, protection of human rights, and conflict resolution:

· Support the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) by disseminating information to individuals on their human rights, ensuring compliance with international agreements and fostering dialogue about human rights and international human rights law;


· Participate in OAS-led civil society discussions, such as OAS General Assembly meetings, sessions of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Summits of the Americas Process;
· Disseminate the principles outlined in the Declaration of Mar del Plata of the Fourth Summit of the Americas to combat racism and discrimination;

· Contribute to the efforts of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), and monitor its eventual implementation;

· Support OAS Permanent Council efforts to follow up on General Assembly resolution AG/RES 2229 (XXXVI-0/06) “Internally Displaced Persons.”

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to OAS Secretary General dated July 18, 2005

· Constitution dated August 1, 1999

· Statutes dated August 1, 1999

· Annual Report 2003

· Institutional Mission Statement

· Financial Statement 2004 (audited by Alma Rosa Gonzalez, Contadora Pública) 
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