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PROTOCOL OF SAN SALVADOR

PROPOSAL FOR THE COMPOSITION AND FUNCTIONING OF THE WORKING GROUP

[AG/RES. 2178 (XXXVI-O/06)]

(Outcome of the informal meeting of states parties held on February 6, 2007,
and of subsequent consultations among delegations)
1. COMPOSITION OF THE WORKING GROUP

The Working Group to examine the progress reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador shall be composed of: 

a. Three government experts elected by the States Parties during the OAS General Assembly session from a list of candidates nominated by the States Parties, taking into account equitable geographic distribution and rotation.  Additionally, an alternate government expert.
b. One independent expert, who shall be a highly-qualified professional with recognized experience in the field, selected during the OAS General Assembly session by the Secretary General of the Organization from a list of candidates nominated by the States Parties, each country being restricted to one candidate.  The candidates shall be academics, members of civil society organizations of the respective country, or members of civil society organizations registered with the OAS; at the time of selection, they may not hold government posts or serve in any branch of government. Additionally, an alternate independent expert.
c. A member of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).  In addition, an alternate member.
2. GENERAL RULES

a. The General Secretariat, through the Office of International Law of the Department of International Legal Affairs, shall serve as Technical Secretariat of the Working Group.

b. Both the government experts and the independent expert shall serve for a three-year term, with the exception of the first term in which, for the sake of continuity, one of the elected government experts shall be drawn by lot to serve a two-year term, along with the independent expert.  In no case may experts be reelected.
c. No national of the State Party whose report is to be examined may participate in the review.

d. To carry out its mandate, the Working Group may meet for five days every six months at IACHR headquarters.  When the Group is not in session, it shall conduct its work by electronic or other means.
e. The States Parties’ reports and the Working Group’s analysis shall be submitted to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), as provided in Article 19 of the Protocol of San Salvador.  Each year, the Working Group shall present a report to CIDI for presentation to the OAS General Assembly, with a copy to the Permanent Council, transmitted through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP).
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