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(Bolivia)

REPUBLIC OF BOLIVIA
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
BOLIVIA’S ACTIVITIES WITH RESPECT TO THE INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF MIGRANTS, 
INCLUDING MIGRANT WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES

In response to the recommendations of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, the Government of Bolivia has placed priority on the objectives of the majority sectors of the Bolivian population, with special emphasis on problems faced daily by thousands of Bolivians emigrants who are subjected of discrimination, exclusion, exploitation, and human trafficking.  The following measures are being taken in that regard:
· It is estimated that over two million Bolivians have emigrated in the past five years.  This represents 20% of the Bolivian population.  Given the magnitude of emigration, the Government of Bolivia, as part of the Sovereign Bolivia National Development Plan, has approved a project called “Documentation and Protection of the Bolivian Citizen Abroad.”  The project is handled by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship through the General Directorate of Consular Affairs.
· Bolivia is creating the National Council to Assist Bolivians Abroad, which will have the following functions:  adopting and promoting the National Strategy to Assist Bolivians Abroad, in the context of the National Development Plan, in consultation with the bodies involved; coordinating with the competent bodies the implementation and evaluation of the national policy on Bolivians abroad; and coordinating with competent bodies the handling of technical cooperation, domestic or international, in the performance of those functions.
· It has been proposed to form a social protection network to pursue real solutions, in an efficient and transparent manner, for the countless demands of Bolivian immigrants the world over.  Among priority tasks in favor of Bolivians abroad are the negotiation of agreements to normalize immigration status and the frontal assault on human smuggling and trafficking.
Considering that the principal countries of destination for Bolivian emigrants are those bordering Bolivia, important bilateral cooperation measures have been instituted with the conclusion of agreements with Argentina, Brazil, Peru, and Paraguay for the normalization of immigration status.  Under those agreements, Bolivian emigrants in those countries may obtain temporary and/or permanent resident status and be entitled to education, health services, and employment under more decent and equitable conditions.
· As a result of the Argentine Government’s approval of a National Document Normalization Program, the Argentine Government proposed facilitating the normalization of migration status for Bolivian immigrants.  To that effect, it issued Supreme Decree No. 28709, of May 10, 2006, the aim of which is to grant, to every Bolivian whose status is irregular, the necessary documents to process the normalization of that status, i.e., birth certificate, certificate of nationality, and police background check, at a cost of only US$3.00 for the three documents.
The certification process began on June 1, 2006, and ran for 90 days, through August 31, 2006.  Nearly 33,247 persons were certified.  Considering the positive effect of this measure on the Bolivian community in Argentina, the documentation process has been extended for the entire 2007 fiscal year.
· In terms of fighting human smuggling and trafficking, the Bolivian Government enacted Act No. 3325, which defines offenses connected with those practices.  Also, under that Act, a National Strategy against Human Smuggling and Trafficking was formulated; this has been entrusted to the Ministry of Justice.
Input:
As a contribution to the activities suggested by the Inter-American Program, we propose:
· Bolivia is a mainly indigenous country, like many others in the region.  Emphasis should be placed, therefore, on the effect of migration on indigenous and rural communities.  The economic, social, and cultural foundations of rural and indigenous economies are affected.  Entire communities are depopulated, over great expanses of land; their natural resource management and the development and consolidation of their identities are affected.  This aspect of migration is common to several countries in the Americas.
· One can recognize the important economic contribution of remittances but must also highlight the negative, destructuring effect of migration on indigenous communities and populations.  The social cost stems from economic liberalization, which generates an accelerated market economy process; labor and exploitation are globalized, but wages and human and civil rights are not; immigrants are treated as mere merchandise; free movement from one country to another is criminalized.  Hence the importance of considering intercultural variables and approaches to dealing with migration issues.
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