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El Salvador is involved in migration as a country of origin, transit, and destination.


El Salvador highly respects the human rights of migrants and is strongly committed to fighting the smuggling of migrants and human trafficking.  In pursuit of the activities set forth in the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, we have taken the following measures:


In 2004, El Salvador established the Vice Ministry of Foreign Affairs for Salvadorians Abroad, as an institution charged with preparing, developing, and coordinating government policy for Salvadorians in other countries.  Its areas of action are:  human rights and legal assistance, migratory stability and family reunification, remittances and local development, social and humanitarian assistance, economic integration, consular services, links with organized communities abroad, and political participation and national identity.


El Salvador is party to the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.  It has ratified various international instruments on human rights and the protection of vulnerable groups that complement and further the application of the Convention.  These are:

· International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

· International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
· International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination

· Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
· Convention on the Rights of the Child
· Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict
· Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography
· Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women

· Convention concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour
· United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime

· Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime

· Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime

· International Convention for the Suppression of the White Slave Traffic

· Convention on the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others
· Vienna Convention on Consular Relations

· American Convention on Human Rights

· Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights

· Inter-American Convention to Prevent and Punish Torture

· Inter-American Convention on International Traffic in Minors

· Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities


El Salvador also is party to bilateral mechanisms such as: 
a. Agreement between the Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of El Salvador and the Secretariat of the Interior of the United Mexican States for the Orderly, Expeditious, and Secure Repatriation of Salvadorian Migrants Over Land from Mexico

b. Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of the United Mexican States and the Government of the Republic of El Salvador for the Protection of Victims of Human Trafficking, Especially Women and Minors

c. Mechanisms to Facilitate the Orderly, Expeditious, and Secure Repatriation of Salvadorian Migrants Over Land from Mexico, between the General Directorate of Migration of the Republic of El Salvador and the General Directorate of Migration of the Republic of Guatemala

d. Memorandum of Understanding between the Republic of El Salvador and the Republic of Guatemala for the Protection of Victims of Human Trafficking and of the Smuggling of Migrants

e. Memorandum of Understanding between the Republic of El Salvador and the Republic of Guatemala to Implement the Migration Mechanism for Temporary Protection and Regularization for Guatemalans and Salvadorians Whose Status Is Irregular and Who Demonstrate Established Ties in the Country of Destination
f. Memorandum of Understanding between the Governments of the United Mexican States, the Republic of  El Salvador, the Republic of Guatemala, the Republic of Honduras, and the Republic of Nicaragua for the Dignified, Orderly, Expeditious, and Secure Repatriation of Central American Migrants Over Land


Established in 1999 was the program Bienvenido a Casa (Welcome Home), a pilot project of the Regional Conference on Migration, to address the situation of all Salvadorians repatriated from the United States.  From the outset, it was financed by support from the United States, through the International Organization for Migration (IOM).  The project was executed by Catholic Relief Services (CRS) and supported by a technical committee made up of national bodies.


In 2002, the Government took over the program. Its main components or areas of action have been relief services for at-risk Salvadorians returning to the country.


Upon arrival, they are taken to the Bienvenido a Casa facilities at the international airport and interviewed for information that will be added to the Program’s database.


The assistance has the following components:

a. Information / initial orientation

b. Shelter/assistance

c. Urgent medical care

d. Documentation

e. Educational support

f. Occupational guidance


From its inception in 1999 through November 2005, the Bienvenido a Casa program has helped approximately 35,000 personas.


We have also established a Migrant’s Assistance Center at the border at La Hachadura (Guatemala/El Salvador), handled by the Vice Ministry of Foreign Affairs for Salvadorians Abroad.  It assists the migrant population returning over land from Mexico.  Since its establishment in 2005 it has helped over 30,000 personas.


In response to concern over the human rights of our population, protection consulates have been created in the busiest areas of transit for migrants, such as Guatemala, Mexico (Tapachula, Veracruz, Mexico, D.F.) and the United States (Arizona, Houston, Los Angeles).


Also created within the Vice Ministry is the General Directorate for Humanitarian Affairs and Assistance to Migrants, which addresses the needs of Salvadorian migrants, providing humanitarian assistance when necessary and protecting their rights.


In response to the increasing death toll of migrants with irregular migration status traveling to the United States over land, a meeting was held between CARECEN and the foreign ministry of El Salvador to seek a mechanism for repatriation of the remains of the deceased.  This led to the establishment of the Fund for the Return of Salvadorian Migrants Who Have Been Injured, Are Gravely Ill, Are at Risk, or Have Died en Route to Countries of Destination.  In 2003, this initiative was formalized with the conclusion of a Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the IOM, and CARECEN. This fund has now been taken over by the Vice ministry of Foreign Affairs for Salvadorians Abroad.  Joint efforts are also under way with the IOM to finance the return of Salvadorians from Belize.

In terms of public information, in 2004 we conducted intensive efforts, in the form of various workshops, to publicize the content of the Convention, in a joint effort with the Human Rights Institute of the José Simeón Cañas Central American University (IDHUCA).  The target audience was civil servants in the following areas:  interior, labor, health, education, foreign affairs, Civilian National Police, Attorney General of the Republic, Public Prosecutor of the Republic, Attorney General for the Protection of Human Rights.  We also worked with IDHUCA to prepare and distribute posters.


In 2005, we worked with IDHUCA on a document entitled "Implementation of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families in El Salvador."  The aim was to harmonize national regulations and policies with the content of the Convention.  The effort was reported to the ministries involved in applying the Convention’s provisions.


We have worked with the Attorney General for the Protection of Human Rights, at the Migrant’s Council, to devise a joint work plan for responding to the various situations listed in the Basic Platform for the Protection of Migrants’ Rights.  This platform recommends that the state strengthen measures in the following areas:

· Migrants in transit

· Interception en route

· Imprisonment by foreign authorities

· Deportation to El Salvador

· Arrival and reintegration

· Stay abroad

· Remittances
· Migrants from Central America and from Outside the Region in El Salvador 

· Central Americans and Persons from Outside the Region in Transit in El Salvador


The Government of El Salvador, together with other institutions, has made several visits to the border between Mexico and Guatemala. The purpose has been to gather information on the situation of migrants in that border area, as regards the treatment of Salvadorians who are detained for undocumented migration, and to gain perspective on the smuggling of migrants and human trafficking.  Participating in these visits were international organizations like the IOM, UNICEF, and the UNDP. The result has been improved coordination with migration officials and a number of memorandums of understanding on repatriation and the human rights of migrants, fighting the smuggling of migrants, and human trafficking.


The border-area visits have also yielded a Migration Issues Communications Strategy for integrated treatment of these issues.  Participating in this effort were the UNDP, the IOM, UNICEF, and MERIDIANO 89, under the coordination of the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs for Salvadorians Abroad.


In 2005, the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs, together with the Ministry of Education and UNICEF, launched a campaign called “The Dangers of the Northern Route,” as part of an awareness campaign on the risks of irregular migration.  The campaign is targeted at the country’s primary- and secondary-school students and involves posters, pamphlets, and literature in comic book form.


At the regional level, El Salvador participated in the Regional Conference on Migration, held in 1996 in Mexico.  The founding countries are those of the North and Central American region (Belize, Canada, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, and the United States).


El Salvador is an active member of the forum.  It has served as Chair pro tempore in 1999 and in 2006.


As Chair, El Salvador has fostered discussion of the human rights of migrants and on better treatment of migrants during repatriation.  Examples include: the establishment of consular protection coordination mechanisms; a regional program for the dignified, safe, and orderly return of the region’s migrants over land; administration of projects for social and labor-force reintegration of repatriated migrants; adoption of regional cooperation measures to prevent and fight violations of migrants’ human rights; publicizing the human rights of migrants, including refugees, to promote public awareness as a means of promoting respect for their dignity; fighting anti-immigrant attitudes and eradicating illegal acts against migrants.


El Salvador also is party to the Tuxtla Mechanism, comprising Mexico and the countries of Central America, where the migration issue is discussed in the Council on Political Affairs.


On the issue of human trafficking, we have a National Committee against Human Trafficking, comprising 18 institutions, directed by the foreign ministry.  We have set up a shelter for trafficking victims, coordinated directly by the General Directorate of Migration.


As we see, El Salvador has conducted, and continues to conduct, great efforts to respect and promote the human rights of migrants.  We believe there is a need for increased efforts to publicize rights, and to publicize the risks of traveling undocumented.  Special emphasis should be placed on protection of migrant women, children, and adolescents. We should support institutions that aid migrants in meeting their needs, especially shelters that house and protect them during their travel to their country of origin.


The Program should be aggressive in its approach to migrants’ rights, bringing together the various positions on the topic, especially the different national policies on migration, both domestic and foreign.  The OAS is an excellent setting for frank dialogue among the countries to establish genuine mechanisms for cooperation in this area, with the support of the states, civil society, and international organizations.
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