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1. Consideration and approval of items to be considered (CP/INF.5441/07)
Having ascertained that the statutory quorum was present, Ambassador Arístides Royo, Chair of the Working Group and Permanent Representative of Panama, called to order the first meeting of the Working Group to Negotiate the Draft Declaration of Panama, “Energy for Development,” and placed before the delegations for consideration the items to be addressed, listed in document CP/INF.5441/07.  The agenda items were approved without observations.

The Chair recalled that the Working Group, open to all delegations, had been installed by decision of the Permanent Council, at its meeting of January 24, 2007, with a mandate to negotiate the Draft Declaration of Panama, which was to be considered by the heads of delegation at the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly.  He also recalled that the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development would provide the necessary technical advice and, in coordination with the Secretariat of the Permanent Council, would act as Secretariat to the Working Group.

Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the Organization, thanked Ambassador Royo for his leadership and said he was pleased that preparations for negotiation of the Draft Declaration of Panama, "Energy for Development," were beginning duly ahead of time.  He also emphasized the Organization’s commitment and entire readiness to provide technical support through the Department of Sustainable Development of SEDI, and to establish links with other forums, such as CARICOM, the Ibero-American Summit, and the Club of Madrid, which had been considering the topic of energy for development.

2. Working procedures for negotiating the Draft Declaration of Panama, “Energy for Development” (CP/doc.4168/07) 
To initiate deliberations on the Draft Declaration, the Chair proceeded to explain that at this meeting the Department of Sustainable Development would give a presentation on the topic of energy for development, followed by an opportunity for delegations to express their general views on the Draft Declaration. 

The Chair suggested the following procedure for drafting the Declaration:

1. Request delegations to provide, before March 1, 2007, their observations on the Draft Declaration, and request the Secretary General to publish them in the official languages of the Organization.

2. Negotiate the Draft Declaration paragraph by paragraph and request the Secretariat to number the paragraphs to facilitate this task.  

3. Form working subgroups to negotiate operative paragraphs or to consider those paragraphs on which consensus has not been reached after an initial reading. 

4. Request the Secretariat to publish the paragraphs negotiated at a particular meeting as early as possible.

5. Once negotiations have concluded, convene the Style Committee to review the Draft Declaration before presenting it to the heads of delegations to the General Assembly for their consideration.  The Style Committee would consist of the delegations of Brazil for Portuguese; Colombia for Spanish; Canada for French; and the United States for English.

Ambassador Royo said the Chair intended to conclude consideration of the Draft Declaration before the end of April, giving member states at least 30 days to review it before the General Assembly session began.  The Draft Declaration would be transmitted to the member state governments through the permanent missions.

After consideration of comments by delegations, the Group agreed as follows:

1. To set March 1 as the target date for presentation of proposals and observations by member states on the Draft Declaration.

2. During the week of March 5, the Secretariat would publish the observations made by the member states, in the official languages of the Organization.

3. The calendar of meetings of the Working Group would be as follows (does not include informal negotiation meetings that may need to be convened):

a. Tuesday, March 13, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., in the Simón Bolívar Room

b. Friday, March 16, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., in the Simón Bolívar Room

c. Friday, March 23, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., in the Simón Bolívar Room

d. Friday, April 13, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., in the Simón Bolívar Room

e. Friday, April 27, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., in the Simón Bolívar Room

The delegations also stressed the need for a political document with the appropriate technical support.  For this purpose, they requested that consecutive meetings be held so that delegations might be assisted by any experts or special guests their countries considered necessary.  In that connection, it was decided to perform an initial reading of the Draft Declaration and to begin the second reading with consecutive meetings, so that countries who so wished might be work with their experts.

Also discussed was the advisability of providing an opportunity for inputs from the fifteenth meeting of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development, scheduled for April 30 to May 11, 2007.  Because that session was to begin just when the Working Group was expected to complete its deliberations, the Chair requested delegations to gather any inputs they deemed necessary for the Draft Declaration from the positions their governments were to present at that United Nations event.
A number of delegations presented their preliminary views on the topics and principles they felt should be included in the Declaration of Panama, and were to expand upon those views with comments during the negotiation meetings.

3. Presentation by Mr. Mark Lambrides, Head of the Division of Climate Change, Energy, and Natural Hazards of the Department of Sustainable Development of SEDI/OAS  
Mr. Mark Lambrides, Head of the Division of Climate Change, Energy, and Natural Hazards of the Department of Sustainable Development, gave a presentation on the topic “energy security for the economic development of Latin America and the Caribbean.”  This included a brief introduction to the topic and described some of the challenges faced in this sector and strategies for addressing them.  The complete text of the presentation was distributed, at the request of the delegations, as document GT/DED/INF.1/07.

The delegations expressed their appreciation for, and discussed, the presentation.  Specific comments included the request that future presentations refer to the behavior of the energy sector in the United States and Canada.
There being no further business to consider, the meeting was called to a close.
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