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In preparation for the meeting to review progress in implementing the Declaration on Security in the Americas, to be held on March 20, 2007, at OAS headquarters, the Secretariat of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, on instructions from the Chair, has taken the following measures:

1.
INVITATIONS

First, the Secretariat issued invitations to the following potential panelists for this meeting, in response to suggestions presented to the Chair by delegations:

· For items 2.a and 3.b, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security
· For item 2.b, the UN Department for Disarmament Affairs and the UN Regional Center for Peace, Disarmament, and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean (UN-LiREC)

· For item 3.a, the Department of International Legal Affairs, on the topic of regional and subregional agreements and mechanisms
· For item 3.b, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and the Inter-American Defense Board

· Lastly, for item 4, on civil society perspectives, the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL), the Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences (FLACSO), and the Security and Defense Network in Latin America (RESDAL)

We take this opportunity to request any delegations who may wish to propose other panelists for this meeting to present their requests to the Chair through the Secretariat.

2.
REPORT

At the meeting of December 12, 2006, the Committee decided that the Chair would communicate with the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS and other bodies of the inter-American system concerned with the various aspects of security and defense in the Hemisphere, requesting reports on how they have been applying the commitments of the Declaration on Security in the Americas in their areas of endeavor. A deadline of February 26, 2007, was set for transmittal of such reports to the Secretariat.  The Secretariat, on instructions from the Chair, sent a communication to the following bodies:
OAS General Secretariat 

· Secretariat for Multidimensional Security

· Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

· Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

· Department for the Prevention of Threats against Public Security

· Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI)

· Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

· Department of International Legal Affairs 

· Secretariat for Political Affairs 

· Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) 

· Summits Secretariat

Specialized organizations

· Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) 

· Consultative Committee of CIFTA

· Inter-American Defense Board

· Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR)

· Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

· Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

· Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative (WHTI)

Other bodies of the inter-American system

· OPANAL

· IDB

· ECLAC

Mr. Christopher Hernández-Roy will refer to the approach to be taken in this report, which is to gather all the contributions of the following bodies:

The Secretariat also sent an invitation to the following subregional organizations to participate in the meeting and share with member states their perspectives on progress achieved in implementing the commitments undertaken in the Declaration on Security in the Americas:

· MERCOSUR

· CARICOM

· Andean Community

· Organization of Eastern Caribbean States – Regional Security System (RSS)

· General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System (SICA)

3.
CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION
Lastly, at the request of the Chair, an invitation was extended to civil society, taking into account that resolution AG/RES. 2185 (XXXVI-O/06), “Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security,” in operative paragraph 2.g, requests the Permanent Council to continue, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, “considering in its work related to the new threats, concerns, and other challenges to hemispheric security, the contributions and cooperation of civil society in this area, where appropriate.”


Accordingly, and in keeping with the parameters established in resolutions CP/RES. 759 and CP/RES. 840, which govern civil society participation in OAS activities, civil society organizations were invited, through the Summits Secretariat, to indicate their interest in attending the special meetings scheduled for March 12 and 20, 2007.

As provided in resolution CP/RES. 759, “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” the Summits Secretariat informed the civil society organizations of the following scheduled events and the guidelines for their attendance.

In all, eight civil society organizations applied to attend the seminar on addressing extreme poverty, inequity, and social exclusion as a way of strengthening hemispheric security and the meeting to review progress in implementing the Declaration on Security in the Americas, to be held on March 12 and 20, respectively:

1.
Centro Latinoamericano de Estudios y Cooperación para el Desarrollo (CENLAT) – Peru

2.
Consejo Nacional del Comercio y los Servicios (CONSECOMERCIO) – Venezuela 

3.
Coordinadora Regional de Investigaciones Económicas y Sociales (CRIES) – Argentina

4.
Foro Permanente de Organizaciones de la Sociedad Civil (FPOSC) – Honduras

5.
Fundación Humanistas por la Paz – Ecuador

6.
National Coalition on Caribbean Affairs (NCOCA) – United States of America
7.
Partners of the Americas – United States of America
8.
Pequeña Casa de Nazaret – Argentina
Under resolution CP/RES. 759, civil society organizations can designate a representative to attend these meetings, as observers, once the Committee has approved their requests.
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