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INTRODUCTION

The Chair of the Working Group has prepared this calendar.  It includes the activities she considers necessary to carry the Group to its presentation of the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) to the OAS General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session, which will be held in Panama in June 2007.


This calendar indicates possible dates for regular meetings, the special meeting, and meetings for negotiation of the Program of Action.  In the interest of making the Group’s efforts as efficient and expeditious as possible, this proposal by the Chair needs to be approved with the necessary flexibility to allow any adjustments that may be required in the course of the 2006-2007 term.  The financial resources allocated to the Group by the OAS must also be taken into account.


The activities proposed here correspond to the following mandates issued in resolution AG/RES. 2230 (XXXVI-O/06):

1. To request the Permanent Council to establish, in the framework of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, a working group to prepare a Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016), taking into account the document entitled “Draft Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016),” presented by Peru (CP/CAJP-2362/06 corr. 1), as well as the inputs received at the special meeting referred to in operative paragraph 3 of this resolution.  The final document will be submitted to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session for adoption.

3.
To request the Working Group to hold a special meeting during the second half of 2006 to receive inputs on the Draft Program of Action from the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS), from the pertinent OAS organs, agencies, and entities, from other regional and international bodies, and from civil society organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities and their families.

Marcela Matamoros
Alternate Representative of Costa Rica to the OAS

Chair of the Working Group to Prepare

a Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas

for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016)

	· October 13, 2006:
·  Regular meeting of the Working Group

· Election of the vice chair

· Consideration of the Draft Calendar of Activities, 2006-2007

· Preparations for the special meeting:

a) Presentation of the draft agenda

b) List of invited guests

· Other business
	

	· November 9, 2006: Regular meeting of the Working Group

· Approval of the draft agenda of the special meeting

· General comments by member states on the Draft Program of Action (CP/CAJP-2362/06)

· Information on preparations for the special meeting

· Other business
	

	· December 12, 2006:  Special meeting of the Working Group


	

	· February 5, 2007: Regular meeting of the Working Group – PADILHA VIDAL ROOM

· Beginning of consideration of the contributions to the Draft Program of Action presented at the special meeting

· Other business
	

	· February 23, 2007: Regular meeting of the Working Group – PADILHA VIDAL ROOM

· Continued negotiation

· Other business


	

	· March 9, 2007: Regular meeting of the Working Group – GABRIELA MISTRAL ROOM

· Continued negotiation

· Other business


	

	· March 16, 2007: Regular meeting of the Working Group -– PADILHA VIDAL ROOM

· Continued negotiation


· Other business


	

	· March 23, 2007: Regular meeting of the Working Group – PADILHA VIDAL ROOM

· Continued negotiation

· Other business


	

	· March 30, 2007: Regular meeting of the Working Group– PADILHA VIDAL ROOM

· Conclusion of negotiations

· Other business
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