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PREAMBLE

Persons with disabilities constitute an important sector of the population of the Americas, although the exact magnitude is not known because of the lack of corresponding data from the national population censuses.  However, based on various types of studies, statistical estimates, and taking into consideration various factors, international agencies and organizations agree that these persons represent about 90 million of the inhabitants of the Hemisphere.
Increased life expectancy, the increase in non-transmissible, emerging, and re-emerging diseases, growing violence, armed conflicts, the use and abuse of alcohol, tobacco and illegal substances, and accidents of all types reinforce the conviction of the importance of this growing population group and the weight given to it in various areas of service–providing medical care, training, rehabilitation, education, job opportunities, and social security; and offering opportunities for participation in social activities, recreation, and sports and the enjoyment of leisure–which has attracted the attention of the Organization of American States in several specific opportunities.
In addition to the inclusive and nondiscriminatory provisions of the Charter of the Organization of American States (1948), the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man (1948), the Inter-American Convention on Human Rights (1978), the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, “Protocol of San Salvador” (1988), the Declaration of Managua for the promotion of Democracy and Development (1993), the OAS has been concerned with persons with disabilities in various declarations, among them the Resolution on the Situation of Persons with Disabilities in the American Hemisphere (1994), the Panama Commitment to Persons with Disabilities in the American Hemisphere (1996), and the Declaration of Panama (2005) from the Fourth Summit of Heads of State and/or Government of the Association of Caribbean States.  Because it is a treaty, special note should be taken of the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Persons With Disabilities (1999).

Furthermore, in the international sphere that encompasses the OAS member countries, several resolutions and agreements have been adopted to shape policy guidelines on disabilities, as well as standards that are not only moral commitments but legal obligations concerning the rights of and services for persons with disabilities, among them the Declaration on the Rights of Mentally Retarded Persons (1971), the Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons (1975); Proclamation of 1981 as the International Year of Disabled Persons (1976); Adoption of the World Program of Action concerning Disabled Persons (1982); Principles for the Protection of Persons with Mental Illnesses and the Improvement of Mental Health Care (1991); Proclamation of the International Day of Disabled Persons (1992); the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (1993); the Final Report of the Special Rapporteur of the Commission for Social Development on monitoring the implementation of the Standard Rules for the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (1996); the Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on progress in the implementation of the recommendations contained in the study on the human rights of persons with disabilities, calling attention to the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006), as well as conventions and recommendations of the International Labor Organization and agreements and resolutions emanating from UNESCO and the Pan American and World Health Organizations. Special note should be taken of the latter’s resolution of May 25, 2005, adopted by the 58th World Health Assembly, “Disability, including prevention, management, and rehabilitation,” in the context of the right to enjoy the highest level of health attainable and other related rights. 

ANNEX 1

BACKGROUND

The initiative to declare the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016), to achieve goals that reflect coordinated action between the governments and organizations concerned with persons with disabilities in the region, is a continuation of international efforts in this area.
On December 3, 1982, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, 1983-1992, in order to carry out various long-term actions called for in the World Program of Action Concerning Disabled Persons, approved that same year, to improve the quality of life of disabled persons throughout the world.
At the end of that decade, as a result of the global mobilization and the results from the execution of the program, the countries adopted the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities, in December 1993. All member countries of the United Nations took part in drawing up this instrument of indisputable moral weight in the matter of disabilities.

This initiative of the UN General Assembly led to actions of regional cooperation, among them those of the nations of the Asia-Pacific Region, which they had been considering as members of the Asia-Pacific Economic and Social Council since 1995 in the World Action Program, which resulted in the proclamation of the Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons, which was marked from 1993 to 2002 for the purpose of achieving full participation and equality for persons with disabilities in the region. 

Along with this proclamation, the countries adopted the Agenda for Action for the Decade, which established policy guidelines for attaining the Decade’s objectives and recognized 12 areas of policy interest: national coordination, legislation, information, public awareness, accessibility and communication, education, training and employment, prevention of the causes of disability, rehabilitation services, assistance mechanisms, self-help organizations, and regional cooperation

In 2002 they proclaimed a second Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons, for 2003 to 2012, stressing seven priority areas: self-help organizations for disabled persons; women with disabilities; early intervention and education; training and employment, including self employment; access to buildings and public transportation; access to information and communications, including information technology; and alleviation of poverty through sustainable livelihood programs and social security.
As an initiative of the nongovernmental community in Africa, in cooperation with the member states of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) and in order to achieve greater equality of opportunities for persons with disabilities, there was a discussion on evaluation of the quality of life of persons with disabilities in the region, which concluded in 1999 with the approval by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government in the meeting held in Algiers in July of that year, of the African Decade of Persons with Disabilities (1999-2009), proclaimed at the 36th meeting of the OAU Assembly of Heads of State and Government, the aim of which is to strengthen awareness and commitment for full participation, equality, and empowerment of persons with disabilities in Africa.

In addition, they agreed on the Continental Plan of Action, which included ten matters regarded as objectives to be achieved during the decade: formulate or reformulate policies and national programs that encourage the full participation of persons with disabilities in social and economic development; create or reinforce national disability coordination committees, and ensure effective representation of disabled persons and their organizations; support community-based service delivery, in collaboration with international development agencies and organizations; promote more efforts that encourage positive attitudes towards children, youth, women and adults with disabilities, and the implementation of measures to ensure their access to rehabilitation, education, training and employment, as well as to cultural and sports activities and access to the physical environment; develop programs that alleviate poverty amongst disabled people and their families; put in place programs that create greater awareness conscientiousness of communities and governments relating to disability; prevent disability by promoting peace and paying attention to other causes of disability; mainstream disability on the social, economic, and political agendas of African governments; spearhead the implementation of the UN Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for People with Disabilities, and ensure the use of the Standard Rules as a basis for policy and legislation to protect the interests of disabled people in Africa; and finally apply all OAU and UN human rights instruments to promote and monitor the rights of persons with disabilities. 

The same plan specified that key factors for its success were the participation and support of disabled people’s organizations, specialized agencies of the OAU, and other civil society organizations in addition to those made up of people with disabilities.
The proclamation of the Arab Decade of Disabled Persons (2003-2012) was the result of a conference on “Disability Conditions of the Arab World: Towards an Arab Decade on Disability,” held in Beirut, October 2-5, 2002, which included Arab ministers, officials from 18 Arab countries, experts, diplomatic representatives, as well as representatives of local, regional, and international nongovernmental organizations concerned with persons with disabilities.
The official mandate for the decade was approved by the League of Arab States, after prior approval by and commitment from the Arab Ministers of Social Affairs in the Arab Summit of 2002.

The Plan of Action approved by the Conference for the decade included 10 priority axes: entertainment and sports; education; rehabilitation and employment; disabled women; health; legislation; facilities and transport; information and community guidance; globalization, poverty, and disability; and disabled children.

In our Americas region, the background to steps taken towards the proclamation of a Decade of the Americas for Persons with Disabilities (2007-2016) includes four sequential milestones inextricably linked to the societal struggles of movements of associations of persons with disabilities and to state policies for the care of persons with disabilities. It is a joint initiative of nongovernmental organizations of 20 countries of the Americas with their governments.


The first step in the saga took place at the First Conference of the Inter-American Network of Representatives of Non Governmental Organizations of Persons with Disabilities and their Families (RIADIS), held in Caracas, in October 2002, which called on the Ibero-American governments to declare the year 2004 as the Year of Persons with Disabilities.


The Thirteenth Ibero-American Summit of Heads of State and Government was the scene of the second milestone, in 2003, when the governments of the Spanish-speaking countries of the Americas and Brazil decided to declare 2004 the Ibero-American Year of Persons with Disabilities in order to foster greater understanding and awareness of topics related to persons with disabilities and mobilize support to promote their dignity, rights, welfare, full participation, and equality of opportunity, and to strengthen institutions and policies benefiting them.


The Second Conference of RIADIS, which brought together representatives of the movement of associations of persons with disabilities of 20 Latin American countries, expressed its aspiration for better care to achieve enhanced quality of life for this group, called on the governments of their countries to act within the timeframe for achievement of the Millennium Goals in the specific area of disability, requested the declaration of a decade of the Americas for persons with disabilities, decided to propose to the Ibero-American governments that they declare a decade for persons with disabilities and their families in Ibero-America 2006-2015, in order to generate and revitalize public and state policies that contribute to the inclusive development of the Ibero-American societies. The initiatives failed to garner the necessary support and the proposal was not considered.

Steps taken by nongovernmental organizations of persons with disabilities of Peru presenting this RIADIS proposal to Peru’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs constitute the fourth milestone, the culmination of the saga to achieve a declaration of the Decade of the Americas.


The proposal was presented, as an initiative of the Republic of Peru with support from the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, to the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, in November 2005.  The Summit adopted as a resolution containing the following language:  “To consider at the next OAS period of regular sessions of the General Assembly to be held in the Dominican Republic, a Declaration on the Decade of the Americas for Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016), together with a program of action.” This is the outcome of sustained joint action of governments and civil society organizations of persons with disabilities in the Americas in the democratic exercise of shared responsibility to address social problems in our Hemisphere.

Concluding the preparatory cycle, the OAS General Assembly held in Santo Domingo, the Dominican Republic, in June 2006, approved that declaration and established a working group to draft a program of action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016), which will be considered for adoption at the next regular session of the General Assembly, to be held in Panama, in June, 2007.
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