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1. Adoption of the order of business

The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1578/07.

· Condolences
The Permanent Council conveyed, through the Permanent Mission of Ecuador, its condolences on the tragic death of Mrs. Guadalupe Larriva, Minister of Defense, her daughter, and the military personnel accompanying her, on January 24, 2007.

The Permanent Council also conveyed, through the Permanent Mission of Barbados, its condolences on the death of Mr. Oliver Jackman, former judge of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, who passed on January 24, 2007.

2. Commemoration of the Day of the Women of the Americas and the anniversary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)
The President of the CIM, Dr. the Honorable Jacqui Quinn-Leandro, Minister of Labour, Public Administration and Empowerment with Responsibility for Gender Affairs of Antigua and Barbuda, presented a brief summary in connection with the commemoration of the Day of the Women of the Americas and the 79th anniversary of the CIM.

Having heard the comments of the delegations on the presentation made by the President of the CIM, the Permanent Council decided to:
· Thank Dr. Jacqui Quinn-Leandro for her presentation, which would be entered in the minutes of the corresponding meeting; and
· Request the General Secretariat to disseminate as widely as possible the remarks made by the President of the CIM.
3. Eighth Report of the Secretary General on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OEA)

Mr. José Miguel Insulza, OAS Secretary General, presented the Eighth Report on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia, document CP/doc.4176/07, entrusted to it by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 859 (1397/04).


In that connection, the Secretary General referred, inter alia, to the marked progress made by MAPP/OEA in its post-demobilization verification tasks, support for communities, and monitoring and follow-up regarding the enforcement of the Ley de Justicia y Paz [Justice and Peace Law].  He also underscored the support of the member states, permanent observers, and the Friends of MAPP/OEA in Colombia, which includes Brazil, Canada, Chile, the Netherlands, Mexico, Norway, Spain, Sweden, and the United States.

Next, Ambassador Camilo Alfonso Ospina Bernal, Permanent Representative of Colombia, presented his observations on the above-mentioned report.

For its part, after hearing the comments made by the delegations on this topic, the Permanent Council decided to:

· Thank the Secretary General for his presentation of the eighth report on MAPP/OEA; and
· To take note of the comments made by the Permanent Representative of Colombia and by the delegations.
4. Oral report of the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) on the special meetings held in the second half of 2006

The Chair of the CSH, Ambassador Javier Sancho Bonilla, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica, reported to the Permanent Council on the following special meetings:
· Second Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, held on November 29, 2006, in accordance with resolutions AG/RES. 2113 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2246 (XXXVI-O/06).
· Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, in preparation for the Conference of States Parties, to be held in 2009, which was held on November 30, 2006.  The meeting was held in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2110 (XXXV-O/05).
· Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, in preparation for the first Conference of States Parties, to take place in 2009, held on December 1, 2006, in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2152 (XXXV-O/05), operative paragraph 5.
· Combating the Proliferation of Nuclear, Chemical, and Biological Weapons, their Delivery Systems and Related Materials, held on December 11, 2006, in accordance with resolutions AG/RES. 2246 (XXXVI-O/06), and AG/RES. 2107 (XXXV-O/05), in which it is resolved to fulfill the shared commitment of member states to make the Americas a region free of biological and chemical weapons.

For its part, the Permanent Council decided:
· To take note of the information presented by the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security; and
· To thank the members of the Committee for holding these important meetings entrusted to it by the OAS General Assembly.

5. Oral report of the Chair of the Joint CP/CEPCIDI Working Group on the draft Social Charter of the Americas

The Chair of the Joint CP/CEPCIDI Working Group on the draft Social Charter of the Americas briefly summarized the work done during her term.


In that connection, the Chair underscored the major progress made by the Working Group, based essentially on three points:  the increasing number of contributions of specific proposals made by the Group; the contribution by the Group of proposals on which consensus among the subregions had already been reached; and the decision of the Working Group that the operative section of the draft Social Charter of the Americas would be more densely and simply worded, and take an appropriate approach.

The Council decided to take note of the information presented by the Chair of the Joint CP/CEPCIDI Working Group on the draft Social Charter of the Americas and of the comments of the delegations.  
6. Note from the Permanent Mission of Bolivia on the Tenth Meeting of Negotiation in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group on indigenous peoples

Ambassador Reynaldo Cuadros Anaya, Permanent Representative of Bolivia, reiterated in a note (CP/doc.4177/07) that the Tenth Meeting of Negotiation in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, convened by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2234 (XXXVI-O/06), would be held in Bolivia, from March 26 to 30, 2007.


The Permanent Council, through its Permanent Representative, thanked the Government of Bolivia for hosting the next meeting of negotiation on the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, convened by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2234 (XXXVI-O/06).
7. Note from the Secretariat pro tempore of CIFTA on the Eighth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee

Having heard the information presented by the Alternate Representative of Costa Rica regarding the Eighth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), the Permanent Council  decided to:
· Transmit to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) the request presented by the Secretariat pro tempore of CIFTA (CP/doc.4174/07), for the purposes set out in operative paragraph 12 of resolution AG/RES. 2179 (XXXVI-O/06); and
· To request the General Secretariat, once the CAAP had taken a decision regarding the funds required to hold said meeting, to report to the states parties to CIFTA that the Eighth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee would be held on April 19, 2007.
8. Announcement of a vacancy on the Leo Rowe Fund Committee

The Permanent Council decided that the fourth member state of the Organization on the Leo Rowe Fund Committee would be designated at the regular meeting of the Permanent Council scheduled for March 7, 2007.
9. Minutes
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The Council adopted ACTA 1485/05, corresponding to the regular meeting held on May 24, 2005.
10. Transmission of documents
The Council decided to refer the following reports to the Committees for their consideration:

· Annual Report of the Inter-American Indian Institute (CP/doc.4175/07), to the General Committee.
· Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CP/doc.4178/07), to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.

In addition, the Permanent Council, taking account of the new structure of the OAS General Secretariat, which establishes the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, decided to forward the following annual reports to the Committee on Hemispheric Security for its consideration:

· Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

· Annual Report of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

· Annual Report of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)
11. Other business

Ambassador Francisco Villagrán de León, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, expressed his recognition of Ambassador Juan León, Alternate Representative of Guatemala, for his transfer to the Embassy of his country in Ecuador.
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�.	The statements and comments made by the delegation are contained in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1578/07.
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