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INTRODUCTION

The Summits of the Americas Secretariat of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) presents this report in compliance with the request of the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security of the Permanent Council in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2185 (XXXVI-O/06) “Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security,” adopted by the General Assembly of the OAS during its thirty-sixth regular session, in which the General Assembly requested the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to request reports from OAS organs, agencies, entities on measures and action related to implementation of the Declaration.

The Special Conference on Security was held in the framework of the Summit of the Americas Process on October 27 - 28, 2003 in Mexico City in response to a Summit mandate agreed to by the Heads of State and Government in the Plan of Action of the Second Summit of the Americas, held in Santiago de Chile in 1998, and reiterated at the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City in 2001.  The Conference marked a milestone in which the Member States adopted the Declaration on Security in the Americas and agreed upon a new concept of security for the region based on a multidimensional approach that includes new threats, concerns, and challenges to security and also outlines the countries’ shared values and common approaches to security and establishes commitments and cooperation measures related to a wide range of issues. 

At the Special Summit of the Americas, held in Monterrey, Mexico in 2004, the Heads of State and Government reiterated their commitment to the objectives and purposes contained in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, based on, inter alia, the multidimensional concept of security as well as the principle that the basis and purpose of security is the protection of human beings.

Most recently, at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina in November 2005, the Heads of State and Government reiterated in the Declaration of Mar del Plata their commitment to the objectives and purposes contained in the Declaration on Security in the Americas based on a multidimensional concept of security and declared that they would continue to strengthen cooperation among the countries on this issue.

The present report provides an overview of the areas of responsibility of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat that include specific reference as to the actions taken to implement the Declaration on Security in the Americas.  

COORDINATION OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS MANDATES

The Summits of Americas Secretariat serves as the institutional memory and technical and administrative secretariat to the Summit of the Americas Process and supports Member States in Summit follow up and preparation for forthcoming Summits of the Americas.  In addition, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat coordinates the preparation of future Summits and supports OAS organs, agencies, and entities of the General Secretariat in the implementation of Summit mandates.  The Secretariat also acts as the technical secretariat for the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), which is comprised of the National Coordinators appointed by the 34 Member States of the OAS and is responsible for reporting annually to the Foreign Ministers on the progress achieved in the fulfillment of the Summits Plans of Action.

In this order of ideas, at the XLIV Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), held April 17, 2006 at OAS Headquarters in Washington, D.C, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat presented to the OAS Member States the document Guidelines for the Follow-up of the Mandates Emanating from the Fourth Summit of the Americas.  These Guidelines present a relationship between the mandates, goals, actions, actors, and the proposed timeframe to accomplish the mandates emanating from the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata, adopted by the Heads of State and Government at the Fourth Summit of the Americas.

The objective of this document is to serve as a tool for the Summit Implementation Review Group, the OAS political organs, and the Joint Summit Working Group in the monitoring, follow-up, and implementation of the mandates of the Fourth Summit of the Americas.  This work also entails coordination with the OAS Permanent Council, international organizations, development banks, and civil society, among others.

In this sense, the development of the Guidelines by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat will assist the Member States, and the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS and the inter-American system to establish an effective system of monitoring the mandates of the Fourth Summit Americas, including paragraph 67 of the Declaration of Mar del Plata which addresses the Declaration on Security in the Americas, and evaluation of its implementation.  The Summits of the Americas Secretariat periodically requests and compiles reports and other information from Member States and member institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG) and expects to present, in the framework of the XXXVII OAS General Assembly in June 2007, publications based on the most recent reports submitted by the Member States on the actions taken by the governments to implement the mandates of the Fourth Summit of the Americas.

COORDINATION OF THE PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY 

In the Declaration on Security in the Americas, the countries agreed, in the context of their commitment to a democratic culture, to strengthen civil society participation in considering, developing, and implementing multidimensional approaches to security and also expressed their appreciation to civil society for its contributions, recommending that, when appropriate, the Committee on Hemispheric Security give them due consideration in its work related to the new threats, concerns, and other challenges to hemispheric security.

To that end, in accordance with Permanent Council resolutions CP/RES.759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” and CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” the Summits of the Americas Secretariat coordinated and facilitated the participation of civil society organizations in Ministerial and high-level meetings, meetings of the Permanent Council and its subsidiary bodies, as well as other meetings related to the Summit of the Americas Process, and collected, compiled, and disseminated the contributions of civil society organizations with regard to the concept of multidimensional security set forth in the Declaration on Hemispheric Security to the Member States and the relevant organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS.

During the Dialogue between the Heads of Delegation, the OAS Secretary General, and Civil Society Representatives “Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society,” held in the framework of the XXXVI OAS General Assembly, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat presented to the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the OAS Member States the publication “2002-2006 Civil Society Recommendations: Compilation of civil society recommendations presented to the Organization of American States and the Summits of the Americas Process on issues pertaining to the Inter-American Agenda.”  This publication compiles the contributions presented by civil society organizations in the various meetings and forums held in the framework of the OAS and the Summits Process for the consideration of the Member States, ensuring transparency in the process of civil society participation and providing the governments of the hemisphere with a valuable consultative body at their disposal.

Of the recommendations compiled to date, over fifty (50) refer specifically to hemispheric security, while hundreds more make suggestions to the governments of the region regarding matters that comprise the concept of multidimensional security set forth in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, including such issues as trafficking in persons, corruption and transparency, transnational organized crime, terrorism, combating the drug problem, trafficking in weapons, man-made and natural disasters such as environmental degradation and disease, extreme poverty and social exclusion, prevention of conflicts, as well democratic governance.  The Summits of the Americas Secretariat continuously collects, compiles, and updates the Compilation of Civil Society Recommendations, transmitting new recommendations regarding hemispheric security to the Member States.

Furthermore, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat is charged with facilitating and coordinating civil society participation in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas Process.  In this sense, the Summits Secretariat coordinated the participation of civil society organizations from the region in events related to the multidimensional concept of hemispheric security and the principals and actions set forth in the Declaration on Security in the Americas.  Civil society participants contributed to the Conferences of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA), the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, held in March 2006 on Isla de Margarita, the meetings of the Conference of States Party to the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC), meetings of the Ministers of Defense of the Americas, Sessions of the Permanent Council and its subsidiary bodies, including the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) and the Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime (which finished its work), and the specialized agencies of the OAS, including the Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism (CICTE), the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), and the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM).

The Summits of the Americas Secretariat will continue to coordinate, facilitate, and promote the participation of civil society organizations in the activities of the OAS, ensuring that the Member States have access to the recommendations and suggestions presented by these organizations in accordance with the commitments made in the Declaration on Security in the Americas.

COORDINATION OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE JOINT SUMMIT WORKING GROUP (JSWG)

Through the Declaration on Security in the Americas the Member States of the Organization of American States reaffirmed their commitment to revitalize and strengthen the organs, institutions, and mechanisms of the inter-American system related to the various aspects of hemispheric security to achieve greater coordination and cooperation among them, within their areas of competence, in order to improve the ability of the American states to meet the traditional threats, as well as the new threats, concerns, and other challenges to hemispheric security. 

The Summits of the Americas Secretariat, in its role as the Chair of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), comprised of the institutions of the inter-American system and the United Nations system, coordinates the efforts of the Group to report to the Member States on its work to implement Summit mandates, including those activities related to the implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas.  In particular, the Group presented, through the Summits Secretariat, at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, the publication “Achievements of the Summits of the Americas: Institutional Contributions” which describes the implementation of the mandates given to the institutions that were adopted by the Heads of State and Government of the Americas who met in Quebec City in 2001 and Monterrey in 2004.  Additionally, the JSWG presented the document “Report of the JSWG on the Implementation of the Mandates of the Fourth Summit of the Americas” at the XXXVI General Assembly of the OAS held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic in June 2006.  

Both of these publications include sections on the progress made by the institutions that comprise the Group in their activities to implement the mandates set forth by the Heads of State and Government related to hemispheric security and support for the implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas.  A similar publication on the activities carried out during 2006 is being prepared by the Summits Secretariat for presentation to the Ministers of Foreign Affairs at the forthcoming XXXVII General Assembly, to be held in Panama City, Republic of Panama in June 2007.

TOWARD THE FIFTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS

At the XLVI Ministerial Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), held September 12, 2006 at OAS Headquarters in Washington, D.C., the Chairmanship of the Summit of the Americas Process was officially transferred from the Republic of Argentina to the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, the host country of the Fifth Summit of the Americas.  Later, during a visit to Washington D.C. September 27th, 2006, the Honorable Patrick Manning, Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, highlighted the role of the OAS as a unique forum in which the Member States must interact closely in order to deal with issues of democracy, human rights, hemispheric security, sustainable development, health, gender equity, and local government, among other priority issues.  In addition, he highlighted that the OAS must work toward establishing closer networks with regional organizations including all the institutions that comprise the JSWG. 

The OAS, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, will continue to bring together the key actors that actively participate in the formulation of new policies and initiatives and provide follow-up to the Summits mandates of the Declarations and Plan of Actions, as well as in the design of national and multilateral mechanisms for the follow-up of the Summits agreements, and will continue to support the countries in the preparation, execution, and agreements in the Summit of the Americas Process.  
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