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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (xxxxx);


BEARING IN MIND AG/DEC. 46 (XXXVI-O/06) “Declaration of Santo Domingo: Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society”; 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT Resolution AG/RES. 2237 (XXXVI-O/06), “Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression and the Importance of the Media”;
RECALLING that the right to freedom of thought and expression, which includes the freedom to seek, receive, and impart information and ideas of all kinds, is recognized in Article IV of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, Article 13 of the American Convention on Human Rights, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and other international instruments and national constitutions;
RECALLING ALSO that Article IV of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man states that “[e]very person has the right to freedom of investigation, of opinion, and of the expression and dissemination of ideas, by any medium whatsoever”;

RECALLING FURTHER that Article 13.1 of the American Convention on Human Rights states that “everyone has the right to freedom of thought and expression. This right includes freedom to seek, receive, and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing, in print, in the form of art, or through any other medium of one’s choice”;

RECALLING AS WELL the quarterly reports issued by the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression and the relevant volumes of the Annual Reports of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights for 2005 and 2006, on freedom of expression; 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution 2005/38, “The Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression,” of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, which states that the exercise of the right to freedom of opinion and expression is one of the essential foundations of a democratic society; is enabled by a democratic environment which, inter alia, offers guarantees for its protection; is essential to full and effective participation in a free and democratic society; and is instrumental to the development and strengthening of effective democratic systems; 
CONSIDERING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that transparency in government activities, probity and responsible public administration on the part of governments, and respect for social rights and freedom of expression and the press are essential components of the exercise of democracy; and 
UNDERSCORING that access to information and the exchange and creation of knowledge are important elements of a free, democratic, and pluralistic society, and that the use of the Internet and the World Wide Web in particular, without political censorship, can contribute to the development of a democratic future and the exercise of the right to freedom of expression and the free flow of information and ideas for all the peoples of the Americas,
RESOLVES:

1.
To reaffirm the right to freedom of thought and expression and to call upon member states to respect this right, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the relevant international human rights instruments to which they are party;
2.
To reaffirm that freedom of thought and expression and dissemination of ideas are fundamental for the exercise of democracy.
3.
To urge member states to safeguard, within the framework of the relevant international instruments to which they are party, respect for freedom of expression in the media, including electronic, print, radio and television, and, in particular, respect for the editorial independence and freedom of the media.
4.
To reaffirm that free and independent media are fundamental for democracy and for the promotion of pluralism, tolerance, and freedom of thought and expression, and to facilitate dialogue and debate, free and open to all segments of society, without discrimination of any kind.

5.
To urge member states to promote a pluralistic approach to information by fostering full exercise of freedom of expression and thought, access to media, and diversity in the ownership of media outlets, through, inter alia, transparent licensing systems and, as appropriate, effective regulations to prevent the undue concentration of media ownership.

6.
To urge member states that have not yet done so to consider repealing laws defining contempt (desacato) as a crime and adopting rules to ensure that all media are able to operate without political censorship, and are free in practice to express dissenting political views, so as to broaden political debate and foster the dissemination of information and opinions, which is essential to the workings of democracy.  
7.
To call upon member states to respect and ensure the right to freedom of thought and expression, and to create the necessary conditions for that purpose, including ensuring that relevant national legislation complies with their international human rights obligations and is implemented effectively.
8.
To recognize the valuable contribution of information and communication technologies (ICTs), including the Internet, to the exercise of the right to freedom of expression and to the ability of persons to seek, receive, and impart information, as well the contributions they can make to the free flow of information.
9.
To request the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights once again to follow up on and deepen its study of the issues addressed in the relevant volumes of its 2005 and 2006 Annual Reports on freedom of expression, on the basis, inter alia, of the inputs on the subject that it receives from member states, provided that voluntary contributions are received to finance the continuation of said studies. 
10.
To endorse the work of the Commission’s Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression and to urge member states to support the efforts of the Special Rapporteur by welcoming on-site visits and providing additional resources when possible.
11.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, which will be carried out within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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