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1.
Adoption of the draft order of business

The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1579/07.

2. Opportunities for Cooperation in the Development of Legal and Institutional Frameworks for Addressing Environmental Challenges in the Region

At the request of its Chair, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, the Permanent Council convened this special meeting to consider the topic “Opportunities for Cooperation in the Development of Legal and Institutional Frameworks for Addressing Environmental Challenges in the Region.”
The meeting was held in accordance with the program adopted by the Permanent Council, which is transcribed below:

1. Remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador María del Lujan Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS
2. Remarks by the His Excellency José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General, OAS
3. Oral presentations on environmental trends and shared challenges in the region
a. Cristián Samper, Director of the Smithsonian Institution National Museum of Natural History

b. Neville Trotz, Science Advisor of the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre
4. Interventions by delegations


Moderator: Ambassador Lisa Shoman, Permanent Representative of Belize to the OAS

5. Oral presentations on existing cooperation mechanisms for environmental issues and the need for institutional strengthening in the Hemisphere
a. Paul Miller, Deputy Director of the Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use Management (NESCAUM) 

b. Rosalía Arteaga, Secretary-General, Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization (ACTO)

c. Joao Bosco, Water Resources Secretary, Ministry of the Environment, Brazil

6. Interventions by delegations
Moderator: Mr. Douglas G. Fraser, Alternate Representative of Canada to the OAS

7. Oral presentations on legal and institutional frameworks as a response to environmental trends and challenges in the region
a. David Hunter, Professor and Director of the Program on International and Comparative Environmental Law, American University, Washington College of Law

b. Gustavo Alanis, President, Mexican Environmental Law Center

c. Charles Di Leva, Chief Counsel, Environmentally and Socially Sustainable Development and International Law, Legal Department, the World Bank
8. Interventions by delegations

Moderator: Ambassador Alejandro García Moreno, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS

9. Intervention by representatives of international organizations: 
a. James Warren Evans, Sector Director, Environment Department, World Bank (WB)

b. Ricardo Quiroga, Senior Economist, Environment Division, Sustainable Development Department, Inter-American Development Bank (IADB)

c. L. Brennan Van Dyke, Director, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)-Regional Office for North America

d. Inés Bustillo, Director, United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)-Washington Office

e. Georgina Nuñez, United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)- Washington Office
10. Interventions by delegations 

Moderator: Mr. J. Robert Manzanares, Interim Representative of the United States to the OAS

11. Remarks by the Executive Secretary for Integral Development, Ambassador Alfonso Quiñonez
12. Closing remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador María del Lujan Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS
3.
Decision


When consideration had been concluded of the topic “Opportunities for Cooperation in the Development of Legal and Institutional Frameworks for Addressing Environmental Challenges in the Region,” the Permanent Council decided to transmit the minutes of this special meeting to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development.

4.
Other business
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The Permanent Council bade farewell to Ambassador Sonia Johnny, Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia. 
5.
Documents


The Secretariat has recorded and published the following documents:

· Explanatory Note, prepared by the Department of Sustainable Development (CP/INF. 5442/07)
· Observations of the Permanent Mission of Brazil regarding the Explanatory Note published in document CP/INF. 5442/07
· Remarks by Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay and Chair of the Permanent Council (CP/INF. 5447/07)
· Biographies of Panelists (CP/INF. 5445/07)
· Remarks made by the Permanent Representative of the Argentine Republic, Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, at the aforementioned special meeting (CP/doc.4182/07)
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�.	The statements and comments made by the delegations are contained in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1579/07.
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