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As Commission member Freddy Gutiérrez reminded us at the special meeting, worldwide there are approximately 200 million migrants, i.e., persons livings in countries other than those of their birth.  Globally, these persons generate remittances on the order of 170 billion dollars a year, exerting an impact on their families’ lives in their home countries and on their nations’ macroeconomic variables. This amount exceeds the direct foreign investments received by most developing countries, and is far greater than the total official development aid extended by the wealthiest countries.


Also mentioned at the special meeting was the right to come and go, enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted in 1948 in the United Nations framework. Still, in actually exercising this fundamental right, migrants are subjected to violations of other rights, to discrimination, and to xenophobia. They face numerous daily obstacles to exercising their rights to education, health, political participation, personal security, free movement, and even their dignity as human beings.


Brazil is increasingly involved in these issues. A continuous emigration of Brazilians began in the 1980s.  Today, three million Brazilians are spread over several continents, in countries like the United States, Japan, Portugal, Italy, and Paraguay. In the beginning of the 19th century and the early decades of the 20th, Brazil was receiving immigrants.  Now its own nationals are seeking better opportunities elsewhere.
In view of this reality and the complexity of migration issues, the Brazilian Government has tried some initial steps toward fashioning both a national policy befitting this new situation and international and regional agendas focused on compliance with the obligations undertaken in international instruments for the protection of migrants’ rights. In addressing migration issues, Brazil has been basing its actions on the following principles:

· Supporting a comprehensive, holistic approach to migration issues, taking into account its various dimensions, the responsibility shared by the countries of origin, transit, and destination, the causes of migration, its economic aspects, etc.;

· As a matter of priority, supporting measures connected with the human and labor rights of migrants, along with fighting racism and xenophobia;

· The conviction that migration issues should be on the international agenda in the areas of health, trade, and technological cooperation;

· The idea that temporary migration could be encouraged under specific conditions, as long as the countries of destination and origin found it desirable and it was not the only possible form of migration, fostering the integration of migrants into the receiving societies;
· Promotion of regional and multilateral discussion of the issue and rejection of unilateral measures; and

· Fostering international cooperation, not only for coordination of migration but also for improved understanding of the complex factors that attract and repel workers.

We support an approach to migration issues that is strictly linked to human rights. We support policies for the normalization of immigration status. We treat immigrants with respect and work to defeat all forms of xenophobia. We favor increased international protection for refugees.

On the other hand, we do not deny the sovereign right of countries to establish rules governing foreigners’ entry into, stay in, and exit from their territory. What we reject is that, well into the 21st century, persons are being exploited as workers, sexually exploited, imprisoned, rejected, and denied their rights, and do not have adequate government protection, simply because they are undocumented immigrants.


No country is exempt from answering to the international community for such violations. The transnational nature of human rights is well established. Also unacceptable are the treatment of migration as a criminal matter, mass deportations, discriminatory treatment, failure to honor international protections for refugees, and the failure to treat immigrants as persons with rights.

Positions on international migration should reflect primarily the positive aspects of the phenomenon–both the economic growth it produces in destination countries and the development opportunities it brings to countries of origin. In order for these outcomes to be realized at a significant level, the human rights of migrants must be observed.

In terms of stepped-up migration controls, initiatives exist to inhibit illegal immigration through criminalization. Brazil opposes this practice. A person whose only offense is illegal migration should be punished solely at the administrative level, with any deportation measures that may be necessary. Criminal liability that leads, for example, to imprisonment should be rejected.

Women migrants are an especially vulnerable group and need policies that take account of their particular attributes and needs.  Their basic rights, such as health services and decent working conditions in the receiving countries, must be safeguarded.

Migration plays a relatively modest role on the national political agenda, but is gaining more attention. NGOs and associations have already been formed to promote the rights of Brazilian migrants abroad.  The increasing organization of such groups could bring migration issues to the forefront of policy debate, as has already happened in other countries.
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