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OBJECTIVE:

To become aware of the importance of birth registration to the full enjoyment of the right to the identity and the subsequent exercise of citizenship in its social, political, and civil dimensions. It is hoped that the member states can be acquainted with this theme in greater depth including its dimensions, the links to the right to the identity with the governance, democracy and development, as well the repercussions of registration throughout the cycle of life for individuals and their exercise of their rights is birth registration is not provided. 

BACKGROUND:

Birth registration is the first association of an individual and the state, offering each person a distinctive, unique identity from the beginning of life until its end. The effective acknowledgement of the right to the identity begins during childhood and includes the right to be registered at birth, the right to a name, family relations, a nationality and a legal personality. 

Conversely, the lack of birth registration denies children an official identity, access to health and educational benefits, and makes them more vulnerable to illegal adoption, the trafficking of persons, sexual exploitation and premature marriage. If the lack of registration is not corrected, those who were not registered face restrictions on voting, employment, property ownership, credit and inheritances, access to the social services and they too will be more likely to suffer abuses and exploitation.  

The right to identity makes possible the exercise of other rights. This same right also serves to empower people.  An individual becomes a full citizen full when exercising civil political, social and economic rights, and by participating in the activities that are the basis of development of their country and of the hemisphere.  Therefore, the lack of an assured identity prevents citizens from being connected with the social systems and politicians where they reside and complicates to the ability of governments to respond to the needs of citizens.  

If immediate actions take place and governments make the commitment, Latin America and the Caribbean have the potential to achieve that universal birth registration by 2015. If this goal is adopted, not only will girls and boys be protected, but the door will be opened for them to participatory and full citizenship. 

METHODOLOGY:
The Special Session will consist of three panels in which recognized experts in the right to identity, the operations of civil registries and the relationship between identity and citizenship will be discussed in its various aspects. 

At the end of the meeting, a document will be presented with a summation of the presentations. This document will also take note of the comments, observations and recommendations of the Permanent Representatives of the member states. 
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