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General Comments


Colombia believes it is important to bear in mind that the availability of energy resources for the OAS member states must focus on secure resources and that their exploitation must give due consideration to environmental sustainability.


This idea is bolstered by elements such as the implementation of instruments like the Kyoto Protocol’s Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), which represents a short- and medium-term goal for our country.


Colombia agrees with the possibility of convening an inter-American specialized conference on this issue in order to exchange successful experiences, and we suggest such a conference could address, as a specific topic, the implementation and operation of CDM projects in the OAS member states.

Preamble
Specific Comments

PARAGRAPH 3 


We suggest changing the phrase “environmentally rational” to read “environmentally sound.”
PARAGRAPH 4


We suggest including the following language: “AWARE that economic development and environmental conservation are complementary and form the central axis of sustainable development, and that they are among the essential goals…”

PARAGRAPH 9


We suggest including the following language so the paragraph reads more clearly: “TAKING INTO ACCOUNT national policies and programs, which are promoted by the member states to encourage…”

Declarations 

General Comments


The text is not clear in speaking about modern, more efficient, and more sustainable energy services.  It would be useful to specify the characteristics of services of that kind. The delegation of Colombia therefore suggests identifying some of them, using the expression “which include….”

Specific Comments

PARAGRAPH 11


We suggest the following language: “To recognize the importance, in the development of member states, of available, secure, reliable, renewable, environmentally friendly, and affordable energy resources that will allow economic growth while protecting the environment.” 


Colombia believes that the meaning of the word “reliable” must be explained, indicating whether it means they are secure resources or resources that are more abundant or of which there is a greater supply.
PARAGRAPH 13


We suggest deleting “nuclear energy” and including biofuels.  We propose the following wording: “To emphasize that the long-term sustainability of the energy supply in the member states depends on the efficient development, exploitation, and use of natural resources for conversion into modern energy applications, including petroleum and its derivatives, natural gas, nuclear energy, and renewable energy resources, such as hydropower and geothermic, wind, tidal, solar, and biomass energy, and including biofuels.”


Colombia believes that the reference to modern energy applications could be seen as a contradiction, in that it involves two sources of energy with different origins:  nonrenewable energy sources, and renewable energy sources with different levels of sustainability.  Thus, the modern energy applications referred to in the text should be identified explicitly, along with the resources’ conditions of sustainability in order to, on the one hand, avoid exhausting the stock of nonrenewable resources and, on the other, avoid exhausting the bases for renewable resources.

It must also be borne in mind that fossil fuels dominate the energy supply and although renewable energy has increased its participation in the total energy supply, its share is still minimal and policies and strategies are consequently needed to increase that level of participation.
PARAGRAPH 14


The same suggestion as in Paragraph 11: change the word “reliable” in order to clarify its meaning:  whether they are secure or whether they are resources with high levels of supply.  The word “reliable” is related to dependability, which in the context of energy has a particularly broad meaning.
PARAGRAPH 15


We suggest the following wording: “To underscore the relationship between energy and the Millennium Development Goals, since there is a in consideration of the clear link between poverty reduction and access to energy, which also applies to the objectives pertaining to health, education, and gender equality.” 

PARAGRAPH 16


We suggest changing the word “decisively” to “with determination.” 

PARAGRAPH 17


“To emphasize the need to increase and diversify the energy supply; to increase the use of renewable energy technologies; to increase the use of efficient electric energy and transportation technologies and systems; to harmonize the regulation of energy systems and encourage investment in the sector; and to establish innovative funding mechanisms.” 

PARAGRAPH 18


We suggest the following wording: “To recognize the need to strengthen economic and technical support at the regional and international levels in the energy sector.”

PARAGRAPH 23


We suggest the following wording: “To recognize the urgent need to take measures, primarily, in the transportation and industry sectors for the use of more efficient technologies and of more efficient and less polluting fuels.” 

PARAGRAPH 24


We suggest the following wording: “To call upon governments and the private sector to encourage the input of financial resources, financial support, technology transfer, capacity-building, and the dissemination of ecologically sustainable technologies.” 

PARAGRAPH 26


We suggest the following wording: “To request the General Secretariat to develop instructional and training programs for key actors in the public and private energy sectors, and also to foster dialogue and meetings among both sectors at the regional level.”

PARAGRAPH 27


Regarding the organization of an inter-American specialized conference or meeting on this issue during 2007 for exchanging successful experiences, Colombia suggests that such an event should address, as a specific topic, the implementation and operation of projects in the OAS member states aimed at mitigating the effects of climate change.
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