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Permanent Representatives and Observers,
Mr. Secretary General,
Ladies and Gentlemen:
It is a genuine pleasure for me to open this Special Meeting of the Permanent Council on Childhood, Identity, and Citizenship in our Hemisphere.  The purpose, as announced when our country took up the Chair of the Council, is to draw the attention of the diplomatic missions to the protection of the rights of children and, in particular, the right to an identity, an issue whose repercussions extend beyond the individual and regional spheres.
Childhood is an issue of the utmost importance; the protection of children covers humans at their earliest stages of existence and the enjoyment and observance of their human rights to a large extent determines their future.  These rights constitute an interdependent and indivisible, integral complex and it is only through the comprehensive recognition of all of those rights that the real existence or effective exercise of each one is assured.  They are founded in the inherent dignity of the human person.
The great majority of international legal instruments on human rights are applicable to children although there are norms that apply specifically to them in certain contexts or situations, as occurs, for example, with several provisions contained in the conventions on international humanitarian or human rights law.
Over time, furthermore, a set of instruments has been drawn up on childhood law.  The need to provide children special protection gave rise to the Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child of 1924 adopted by the League of Nations and later to the Declaration of the Rights of the Child proclaimed by the General Assembly of the United Nations in 1959. The Convention on the Rights of the Child was adopted 30 years later and it constitutes the culmination of the process in which, as the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights has rightly said, the so-called model or doctrine for the integral protection of children's rights was built.  That doctrine takes account of the vulnerability and disadvantage of children with respect to other sectors of society, as well as the fact that they have specific needs.
One of the guiding principles of the legal norms on the rights of the child is to give consideration to the child's best interests, a concept recognized both in the Declaration of 1959 and in the 1989 Convention.  This implies the need to foster the child's development so that they can fully realize their potential.
Those interests should inspire and govern childhood policy in the Americas.  Another core principle is to regard the child as a person with legal rights and not simply an object of protection.
In its Advisory Opinion on the Juridical Condition and Human Rights of the Child (OC-17/2002), the Inter-American Court of Human Rights did not hesitate to affirm that all human beings, irrespective of their existential condition, are subjects of inalienable rights, which are inherent to them.  The Court, specifically in reference to the Convention on the Rights of the Child in the “Street Children” (Villagrán Morales et al.) Case, drew attention to the comprehensive nature of the corpus juris of international law on protection of children's rights of which, together with the aforementioned Convention, the American Convention is a part.
In addition to recently adopted legally binding instruments, such as the Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflicts, or ILO Convention 182 on the Worst Forms of Child Labour, a multitude of resolutions, decorations, and plans of action have been adopted on the childhood issue.
In May 2002, for the first time, the General Assembly of the United Nations convened a Special Session on Children.  The purpose was to review progress since the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child and the 1990 World Summit for Children.
At a packed meeting, the General Assembly adopted a final document that incorporated a plan of action for the next decade.  The document, titled “A World Fit for Children,” centers on priority areas that include health, education, protection from abuse, exploitation and violence, and the fight against HIV/AIDS.
In the inter-American framework there is no instrument that comprehensively governs the rights of children; that said, conventions have been adopted, inter alia, on the international traffic in minors, on civil aspects of international abduction of minors, and other issues.
Furthermore, particularly in the last two years, several resolutions have been passed, inter alia, on fighting the crime of trafficking in persons; on the Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Prevent and Remedy Cases of International Abduction of Minors by One of Their Parents; and on persons who have disappeared and assistance to members of their family.  The matter should be considered in its entirety, as a crosscutting issue.
For its part, the Inter-American Children's Institute drew up a 2005-2008 strategic plan on children and adolescents to help promote and protect their rights and improve their quality of life with a family and community-based approach.
A quick look at the international legal instruments shows that the first to expressly recognize the right to an identity was the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Indeed, at Article 8 (1) it establishes the undertaking of the states parties to respect the right of the child to preserve his or her identity, including nationality, name and family relations as recognized by law without unlawful interference.  In the second paragraph of that Article, the Convention adds that where a child is illegally deprived of some or all of the elements of his or her identity, states parties shall provide appropriate assistance and protection, with a view to re-establishing speedily his or her identity.
For its part, Article 7 of the same treaty provides that the child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right from birth to a name, the right to acquire a nationality and, as far as possible, the right to know and be cared for by his or her parents.
Obviously this is consistent with provisions contained in domestic bodies of law.  In the case of Uruguay, for instance, none of this contradicts its constitutional system, which recognizes the right of the person to their identity.  The effective exercise of the right to an identity carries important consequences on both the individual and the social plane.  Its implementation through the registration of birth has a direct impact on the exercise of other rights, such as access to health, education, and work.  In its social dimension, it ensures that children can participate as citizens, and exercise civil, political, economic and other rights, which, by definition, is essential in a society governed by the rule of law.
As has been justly said, the lack of a birth certificate leads to invisibility and exclusion.
Under Article 64 of the American Convention, the Permanent Council could examine the possibility of requesting the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to explain precisely how the American Convention on Human Rights recognizes or upholds the right of all children to an identity.
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It would be the first time that such an initiative was taken, as the Permanent Council has never made use of that faculty.
Accordingly, its exercise would be a way of strengthening the institutional machinery of the inter-American system on one hand, and, on the other, could serve as an important factor to stimulate attainment of the goal of universal registration in the region.
These are simply thoughts that I would like to transmit to you so that we can move forward on this interesting issue of childhood and the right to an identity.  As the meeting progresses we will have the opportunity to look in greater depth at the various aspects connected with the issue through the competent observations of the different speakers.
Thank you.
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