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The Chair of the Group, Ambassador Abigail Castro de Pérez, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, reminded delegations that the Drafting Group, which was open to all member states but was composed, at a minimum, of the vice chairs of the Joint Working Group and the regional coordinators or delegates from their countries.  Inasmuch as the latter were not present, she asked delegations if they were willing to begin the meeting.  With the consent of those present, the Chair called the meeting to order and recalled that a matter still pending was the appointment of a vice chair to represent the Caribbean member states.


The Chair submitted the order of business to the Group (GTC/CASA/RE/doc.5/07), which was adopted as presented.


The Chair recalled that at the meeting of January 19, 2007, the Drafting Group had considered three articles proposed by the ALADI Group for the operative section.  The proposal for Article II was adopted, with the comment that the English text did not correspond to the precise wording of Article 13 of the Democratic Charter, as did the Spanish original. The Secretariat made the necessary adjustments, and document GTC/CASA/GR/doc.1/07 was distributed to delegations, with the changes made in the English version.


Based on comments by the delegations of the United States, Canada, and Peru, the text proposed for Article I was left in brackets and it was decided to request the aforementioned delegations, together with the ALADI Group, to come up with alternative wording.  In the case of Article III, the Group was of the view that the English version was not consistent with the Spanish one.  The Secretariat was instructed to revise the translation.  This was done and the aforementioned document reflects the amended translation.  It was also decided that delegations would continue consultations on the text.
1.
Consideration of articles proposed by the delegation of the United States 
The Chair reported that, on February 1, 2007, the Permanent Mission of the United States had presented a proposal for Chapter I of the Draft Social Charter.  The proposal was distributed as document GTC/CASA/GR/doc.3/07.  


Ambassador Edward O’Donnell, Alternate Representative of the United States, gave a detailed explanation of his delegation’s proposal and of the rationale for its contents, which include five articles for Chapter I. 

2.
Presentation of new articles proposed by ALADI

Mr. Tarcisio Navarrete, Alternative Representative of Mexico, speaking on behalf of the ALADI Group, presented proposals for Chapter I, Articles 4 and 5, which he said, in the view of the member countries of that regional group, made it possible to accomplish the purpose of Chapter I regarding the elimination of poverty and the attainment of decent living standards to strengthen democracy with social justice.

He then explained that the three articles originally proposed by the ALADI Group were three proposals to be inserted at the beginning of the operative section of the Draft Social Charter. The delegation of the United States said that it would be necessary to consider the location and the priority that would be assigned to the texts presented. Moreover, he proposed that the title of the chapter be “Social Justice and Democracy.”

The delegations of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Peru, and Uruguay commented on the proposals made by the U.S. delegation and by ALADI.

The Drafting Group considered and received other proposals for:

Article I from:

· ALADI, amending its original proposal:


The peoples of the Americas legitimately aspire to social justice and their governments have an obligation to promote it.


Integral and sustainable development is essential to democracy, since they are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.

· Belize, for paragraph 1:


The peoples of the Americas legitimately aspire to social justice, to the elimination of extreme poverty, and to the achievement of sustainable development and equality of opportunity, and their governments have the responsibility to meet these aspirations.

· Colombia, for paragraph 2: 


Integral development and economic growth with equity are essential to democracy, and the effective exercise thereof is the basis for the rule of law, good governance with transparency, and public participation. 
· Costa Rica, for paragraph 2:


Integral, social, political, and economic development is essential for the democracy of the peoples of the Americas.

· Ecuador, for paragraph 2:


Integral and sustainable development is essential to democracy.

· United States:

The peoples of the Americas aspire to eliminate extreme poverty, to achieve sustainable development, and to create equality of opportunity in order to promote social justice, and their governments have the responsibility to meet these aspirations.


The effective exercise of representative democracy is the basis not only for the rule of law and good governance with transparency and public participation, but also for social justice and economic growth with equity.

· Peru, for paragraph 2:


Integral development is essential for strengthening and consolidating democracy.

· Uruguay, for paragraph 2:


Integral development is essential for democracy inasmuch as they are interdependent and mutually reinforcing. 

Article II from:
· United States


Democracy and social and economic development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.

In order to continue strengthening democratic governance, we reaffirm our commitment to combat inequality, hunger, and poverty by creating the conditions that promote and facilitate economic growth and development, social integration, investment, entrepreneurship, and the principles of liberty, justice, security, and gender equality.


It should be noted that the original proposal presented by the ALADI Group for this article was adopted by the Drafting Group on January 19, 2007.

Article III from:

· ALADI:

The states commit to respecting, promoting, and abiding by the principles and rights set forth in this Charter in accordance with their domestic laws and the resources at their disposal, with a view to progressively achieving their full and effective implementation.
· United States:


Through maintenance of sound macroeconomic policies, the protection of property and labor rights, as well as investments in education, health, social security, and other public programs to support sustainable development, free trade and open markets, and creative and active entrepreneurship, we will seek the most effective means to create equality of opportunity and social inclusion so that every individual can realize his or her full potential.
Article IV from:

· United States:


We are committed to progressively realizing the achievement of economic, social, and cultural rights and objectives through policies and programs that we consider are the most effective, in accordance with our domestic laws and democratic processes.

The promotion and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights are inherently linked to integral development, equitable economic growth, and the consolidation of democracy in the states of the Hemisphere.
· ALADI:

Everyone is entitled to a decent life and, to that end, the states shall adopt measures to ensure the full enjoyment of all human rights, in a framework of solidarity, peace, and social justice. 
Article V from:

· United States:

We reaffirm that each state has primary responsibility for its own social and economic development, shaping and implementing programs best suited to its own needs and available resources.
· ALADI:

The states, determined and committed to combat the serious problems of poverty, social exclusion, and inequity and to address their underlying causes and their consequences, shall create favorable conditions for achieving integral development with social justice for their peoples and thus for helping to strengthen democratic governance. 


The delegations also made general comments on the new articles presented. The Drafting Group decided that the delegations concerned would meet informally to consider the alternative texts in order to narrow their differences.

Delegations present
The following delegations took part in the meeting:

Argentina

Belize

Bolivia

Brazil

Canada

Chile

Colombia

Costa Rica

Ecuador

El Salvador

Grenada
Guatemala
Guyana
Jamaica
Mexico
Peru
United States
Uruguay
Venezuela
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