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The Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Heads of Delegation of the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS), meeting in Panama City, Panama, during the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly, 


RECALLING that the Charter of the OAS proclaims that the historic mission of the Americas is to offer human beings a land of liberty and a favorable environment for the development of their personality and the realization of their just aspirations; 

Reiterating our determination that countries must be governed democratically, and that the governments of the Americas have an obligation under the Charter of the OAS and the Inter-American Democratic Charter to promote and defend democracy and must be answerable to their peoples, and that for democracy to prosper governments must be responsive to the legitimate aspirations of their people, and must work to provide them with the tools and opportunities to improve their lives; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that a safe environment is essential to the integral development of the human being, which contributes to democracy and political stability; and that the exercise of democracy promotes the preservation and good stewardship of the environment; 

ALSO RECOGNIZING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter proclaims that transparency in government activities, probity, responsible public administration on the part of governments, respect for social rights, and freedom of expression and of the press are essential components of the exercise of democracy;

RECOGNIZING that the high cost of energy generates an economic situation that significantly erodes the resources member states have available to promote their priority integral development programs;

AWARE that energy is an essential resource for the development of peoples; and aware that energy security is advanced by improving access to reliable, accessible, economically viable, socially acceptable and environmentally sound  energy services, which contribute to fighting poverty and improving living standards;
AWARE that energy security is advanced through cooperation and integration of our energy markets, transparent management of the energy sector and related public finance and revenues, diversification of supply and suppliers, protection of critical infrastructure in the energy and other sectors, and use of clean and energy efficient technologies.

AWARE that economic development and environmental conservation are complementary, that they are among the essential goals of the OAS member states, and that public-and-private-sector alliances are necessary for promotion of the energy sector agenda in the Hemisphere;

RECOGNIZING that the challenge of climate change underscores the need for research, promotion, development, and increased use of renewable forms of energy;

BEARING IN MIND that the Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas recommends the “research, development and adoption  of renewable and efficient energy sources and the deployment of technology for cleaner and more efficient energy sources”  as a strategy that promotes sustainable development;

Recalling its resolution AG/RES. 2253 (XXXVI-O/06), “Support for the Use of New and Renewable Energy Sources,” 
1.  

EMPHASIZING that the growing use and promotion of renewable forms of energy, such as solar, biomass, wind, tidal, hydroelectric, and geothermal power, could contribute greatly to achievement of sustainable development and of the internationally agreed progress objectives included in the Millennium Development Goals;


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the policies and programs promoted by the member states to encourage the use of new and renewable energy sources for sustainable development, and recognizing the contributions of regional initiatives in this area;


NOTING that the Declaration of Santa Cruz +10 entrusts the General Secretariat of the OAS, through the Department of Sustainable Development, with promoting hemispheric cooperation in support of good environmental governance,

 RECOGNIZING the urgent challenges facing the countries of our region regarding energy security, and the need to advance a common agenda to address the vulnerabilities of energy supply, the steady growth of energy demands, the devastating impact on developing countries of the dramatic increases of energy prices in recent years, and the critical levels of energy poverty in many, in order to promote democracies that deliver a better quality of the life for the peoples of the Americas. 

DECLARE:


To recognize the fundamental importance, in the development of member states, to advance hemispheric energy security through available, secure, reliable, and affordable energy resources and infrastructure that will encourage economic growth while protecting the environment;

To recognize that the region must endeavor to reduce its vulnerability to fluctuations in the price and supply of energy resources and must seek to promote cooperation and integration of our energy markets, increase energy trade, diversify energy supply, by increasing the use of renewable energy, increasing their availability for social development purposes and improving energy efficiency in general in all sectors of the economy.

To emphasize that the long-term sustainability of energy supply in the member states depends on the efficient and transparent  development, and exploitation of natural resources for conversion into modern energy applications, including petroleum and its derivatives, natural gas, nuclear energy, and renewable energy resources, such as hydropower and geothermic, wind, tidal, solar, and biomass energy.

To underscore that democratic governance is essential to advancing energy security, and that strong democratic institutions, a pluralistic system of political parties and organizations, the separation of powers, checks and balances, the rule of law, freedom of expression and open debate, and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms are all critical elements in strengthening democratic development, combatting social exclusion, and advancing the public good.


To emphasize that the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and its MESICIC process are among the most important OAS instruments that can help create transparent and accountable democracies in the Hemisphere with productive energy policies, increased transparency of energy finance and revenues regimes, and diverse and liberalized energy markets, all key elements to improve the lives of the Hemisphere’s citizens and the environment and combat social exclusion.

To commend the establishment of the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative, as a positive example of cooperation among governments, civil society and the private sector, and to implement its standards, recognizing the important role revenues and royalties earned from the energy sector can play in promoting social and sustainable development.

To underscore the importance of developing, investing in, and protecting the necessary energy infrastructures to guarantee the availability of and access to reliable, energy systems. In this context, they emphasize the advisability of promoting public-private partnerships. 


To support decisively efforts toward continuous economic modernization in the member states, through use of modern energy strategies and services.

To emphasize the need to increase and diversify energy resources; to increase the use of renewable energy technologies; to increase the use of efficient electric energy and transportation technologies and systems; and to harmonize the regulation of energy systems and encourage investment in the sector. 

To recognize the need for closer regional and international cooperation in the energy sector. 

To support the integration of energy systems and networks among member states to promote the more efficient and rational development and use of their energy resources and increased marketing of energy products and services among them.


To affirm their determination to increase access by citizens of the member states to modern energy services; and to emphasize that the use of energy for household purposes and for simple productive activities contributes immediately to improving living conditions and fighting poverty.


To recognize the need for member states, without delay, to draw upon their experiences and those of multilateral organizations, such as the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the World Bank, the Latin American Energy Organization (OLADE), CARICOM, the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI), and the Andean Development Corporation (CAF), among others, to coordinate specific programs on the use of energy for development.

To request, as follow-up to the mandate from the Fourth Summit of the Americas, that the members of the Joint Summit Working Group, including the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the World Bank, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Caribbean Development Bank, the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI), and the Andean Development Corporation (CAF), among others, coordinate to assist member states in the research, development, and adoption of renewable and efficient energy sources; and that the results be presented in advance of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Trinidad and Tobago in 2009.

To underscore the importance of private-sector participation in the development of traditional and new energy sources and in the installation of national and international distribution systems and networks. 

To recognize the urgent need to take measures, mostly in the transportation and industry sectors, for the use of more efficient technologies, and to recognize the need to introduce incentives for small and medium-sized enterprises to contribute to this effort.

To call upon governments and the private sector to encourage the input of financial resources, technology transfer, capacity-building, and the dissemination of ecologically sustainable technologies.



To request the General Secretariat to develop, in coordination with the IDB, OLADE, etc., instructional and training programs for key actors in the public and private energy sectors and to foster dialogue and meetings among them.
Their commitment to actively foster a dynamic and enabling environment for regional and international cooperation, and to urge the involvement of all relevant stakeholders, including the private sector, civil society, and regional and international institutions, including financial institutions, with a view to advancing the development of complementary strategies and best practices that promote sustainable, affordable, secure energy for all the peoples of the Americas.
To request the Permanent Council to consider convening, with assistance from the General Secretariat, an inter-American specialized conference or a meeting in 2007, for the discussion of experiences, best practices, and similar information that would support efforts by states to design or improve, as the case may be legislative, regulatory, and administrative frameworks in the energy sector that will contribute to their sustainable development in the Hemisphere. 

To request the OAS General Secretariat to promote the support and synergy of international organizations, the private sector, the academic sector, and civil society for implementation of the commitments undertaken in this Declaration of Panama.
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