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EXPLANATORY NOTE:  This objective of this document is to facilitate the preparation of the Program assigned to the Working Group and to provide support for or complement its activities.
OBJECTIVES:
6.  Political Participation:  To ensure the full and active participation and inclusion of persons with disabilities in public and political life, including in the formulation and adoption of government policies designed to protect and promote their rights on an equal basis with all other persons.  AGREED
	CONSOLIDATED TEXT OF THE

PRELIMINARY DRAFT PROGRAM OF ACTION
Specific Measures:  6. Political Participation
	SUGGESTED TEXT

	a. Registration and identification: Facilitate and ensure the identification and registration of persons with disabilities so that they may carry with them the appropriate document, exercise their rights and duties as citizens, enjoy fundamental freedoms, and exercise their citizenship.

b. Voting rights: Guarantee full participation by persons with disabilities in the voting process as voters or candidates, on an equal basis with other people, providing the necessary means of access, including the option of voting with the assistance of a person of one’s own choice, and establishing electoral rules to that end.


	a. Registration and identification:  Facilitate and ensure the identification and registration of persons with disabilities so that they may carry with them the appropriate document, exercise their rights and duties as citizens, enjoy fundamental freedoms, and exercise their citizenship.

b. Voting rights:  Guarantee full participation by persons with disabilities in the voting process as voters or candidates, on an equal basis with other people, providing the necessary means of access, including the option of voting with the assistance of a person of one’s own choice, and establishing electoral rules to that end.

	c. Political participation:

i. Establish and guarantee the assignment of quotas to promote participation by persons with disabilities at all levels, especially in their country’s public offices, on equal terms with others.

ii. Promote participation by persons with disabilities, organizations of persons with disabilities, their families, and others working for their benefit, in the design, implementation, and monitoring of government policies, especially those that directly affect them, by considering their views in the decision-making process at all political levels.


	c. Establish and guarantee the assignment of quotas to Promote participation by persons with disabilities at all levels, en particular, in their country’s public offices. , on equal terms with others.

d. Consider the contributions and contributions by persons or organizations of persons with disabilities in the design, implementation, and monitoring of government policies in this area, especially with regard to those that directly affect them.


	d. Fostering alliances: Coordinate the various associations of persons with disabilities so as to harmonize concepts and proposals for presentation, discussion, and inclusion in government plans at every level, and to strengthen and defend their interests.


	e. Fostering alliances:  Coordinate the various associations of persons with disabilities so as to harmonize concepts and proposals for presentation, discussion, and inclusion in government plans at every level, and to strengthen and defend their interests.

	e. Leadership training: Develop training policies geared toward persons with disabilities to promote their personal development and their leadership skills.


	f. Leadership training:  Develop training policies geared toward persons with disabilities to promote their personal development and their leadership skills.  ***Ensure state support for the institution-building of organizations of persons with disabilities, while guaranteeing and respecting the autonomy of such persons when they take part in their organizations’ activities.  This support could take the form of subsidies enabling persons with disabilities who are backed by organizations to mobilize or obtain additional accessibility assistance (such as payment of sign language interpreters) when they take part in their organizations’ activities or in training courses in which the organizations define their content and aims, and in consultation activities to provide their position on a particular topic.

	f.
FVD: Ensure the political and administrative strengthening of the “CONADIS” as a tool for the inclusive development of persons with disabilities and for combating the discrimination and poverty associated with disability, with a view to having said CONADIS functioning appropriately in every country by 2016.
	g.  Strengthen institutionally and administratively government agencies and/or mechanisms for the promotion and protection of the dignity and rights of persons with disabilities.

	g.
Brazil: Promote the formation of national and subnational councils on the rights of persons with disabilities, as a social strategy. 


	h. Strategy?

	h.
FVD: Ensure state support for the institution-building of organizations of persons with disabilities, while guaranteeing and respecting their autonomy. This support could take the form of subsidies enabling persons with disabilities who are backed by organizations to mobilize or obtain additional accessibility assistance (such as payment of sign language interpreters) when they take part in their organizations’ activities, in training courses in which the organizations define their content and aims, and in consultation activities to provide their position on a particular topic.


	i. See above.
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