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Summary of the fourth meeting, held on February 26, 2007


The Chair, Ambassador Abigail Castro de Pérez, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, called the meeting to order and placed the draft order of business (GTC/CASA/GR/doc.8/07) before the Group for consideration.  It was adopted as presented.


The Chair recalled that on February 8, the delegation of Venezuela, speaking on behalf of the ALADI Group, had presented a revised version of the five articles proposed for Chapter I of the Draft Social Charter.  She explained that the new proposal consisted of a revision of the articles originally submitted by that regional group, as amended to incorporate aspects of the proposals made by the U.S. delegation and by other delegations during the deliberations.

Likewise, at the meeting of February 15, various delegations had said that the negotiating document should reflect all of the proposals presented for the different paragraphs, and the representative of Colombia had indicated that the comments expressed by her delegation at the meeting of February 5 should be considered as an opinion and not a proposal. In response to the concerns expressed, the document presented to the Group for consideration (GTC/CASA/GR-1/07 rev. 2), contained all the proposals made, with the exception of Colombia’s, which had been withdrawn.

1.
Continued consideration of proposals for the operative section
The Chair submitted document GTC/CASA/GR-1/07 rev. 2 to the Group for consideration. In that regard, the representative of Uruguay withdrew her delegation’s proposal for Article 1, paragraph 2.  Similarly, the representatives of Ecuador and Peru withdrew their delegations’ proposal for the same paragraph. 

The delegations of Canada and the United States said they were pleased that a document had been pre that compiled all of the proposals made and said it would be appropriate for all of them to be considered in due course.

The Drafting Group took up the following article, which was commented on by various delegations:

Article 1 from:

· Proposals by ALADI, as amended:

The peoples of the Americas legitimately aspire to social justice and their governments have an obligation to promote it.

Integral and sustainable development is essential for strengthening and consolidating democracy, since the two are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.

· United States:


The peoples of the Americas aspire to eliminate extreme poverty, to achieve sustainable development, and to create equality of opportunity in order to promote social justice, and their governments have a responsibility to meet these aspirations.

The effective exercise of representative democracy is the basis not only for the rule of law and good governance with transparency and public participation, but also for social justice and economic growth with equity.

· Belize:

The peoples of the Americas legitimately aspire to social justice, to the elimination of extreme poverty, and to the achievement of sustainable development and equality of opportunity, and their governments have the responsibility to meet these aspirations.

· Costa Rica:

Integral social, political, and economic development is essential to democracy among the peoples of the Americas.

The representative of Argentina requested that the proposals presented by the ALADI Group for Articles 1, 2, and 3, as amended, should appear first in the negotiating document, since they were the first to be presented.  The delegation of Venezuela supported that request.

The representative of Canada said that his delegation would need more time to be able to express a position on the proposals made for Article 1.

It was decided that the delegations of Costa Rica, Belize, the United States, and the ALADI Group would hold informal consultations to come up with a consolidated proposal based on their inputs for Article 1.

2.
Presentation of new proposals

No new proposals were introduced during this meeting.

3. Other business

In her final meeting as presiding officer, the Chair of the Group thanked all delegations for their assistance and support in carrying out a task which, she said, had not been an easy one. Ambassador Castro de Pérez expressed special appreciation to the Alternate Representative of El Salvador, Ambassador Luís Menéndez, who had provided her with regular guidance on the Group’s activities. She also expressed appreciation to the Executive Secretary for Integral Development, Mr. Alfonso Quiñonez, for his ongoing efforts and for not having delegated his responsibility.  Finally, she expressed thanks to the secretary of the Working Group, Ms. Estela Díaz Ávalos, for her efficiency and constant support. 

4. Delegations present

The following delegations took part in the meeting:

Argentina

Barbados

Bolivia

Brazil

Canada

Chile

Colombia

Costa Rica

Ecuador

El Salvador

Grenada
Guatemala
Guyana
Jamaica
Mexico

Panama

Paraguay

Peru

Saint Kitts and Nevis

United States

Uruguay

Venezuela
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