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DRAFTING GROUP
Summary of the fifth meeting, held on March 6, 2007

The Chair, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, called the meeting to order and placed the draft order of business (GTC/CASA/GR/doc.9/07) before the Group for consideration.  It was adopted as presented.
1. Consideration of the calendar and working procedures
As a new work period was beginning, the Chair proposed a calendar and working procedures to expedite the Group’s tasks.
The Drafting Group supported the Chair’s proposal and decided:
· To hold at least one meeting per week during March, April, and May. They would be held on the following dates:  March 12, 16, and 29; April 13, 18, and 27; and May 4, 11, 18, and 25.  The approved calendar could be changed as work progressed and as many meetings as necessary could be held for consideration of the proposals presented.

With regard to the working procedures, the Group decided:
· To review the agreements reached at the end of each meeting; and that the Secretariat would prepare a summary of those decisions for distribution to delegations.

· That texts would be negotiated with the aid of projection screens, making it easier to follow changes made in the negotiating document. To expedite this, delegations should submit their proposals to the Secretariat, if possible, prior to the meetings and in electronic format.

· To return to the negotiating methodology adopted at the start of the Group’s deliberations, namely, to consider a given article until a consensus text was arrived upon or until no further progress could be made in its consideration.  Texts in brackets could not be reconsidered until the second round of negotiations.

· Efforts would focus on negotiating each chapter as a whole before moving on to a different topic. This would make it possible to begin considering measures on the same topic to be included in the plan of action.
· To instruct the Secretariat to draw up, as soon as possible, a document reordering the numerous proposals on the Social Charter made months earlier by various delegations.  That new structure would follow the thematic order of the negotiating document.

With regard to the working procedures, the Representative of El Salvador suggested that the Chair include a means of consultation with civil society, to demonstrate the transparency of the Charter drafting process.  She said that point would be an important consideration in the drafting of a resolution for presentation to the General Assembly.
2.
Consideration of proposals for the operative section
The Chair recalled that, in February, the Group had considered proposals presented by the ALADI Group and certain amendments made by the Group to its original proposals to incorporate points proposed by the U.S. delegation and in response to comments and suggestions made in the Drafting Group.

Document GTC/CASA/GR-1/07 rev. 3 was a response to the need, expressed by various delegations, that the negotiating document reflect the proposals on the different paragraphs and their consequent reordering.

Article 1
The Representative of Mexico presented the results achieved in terms of drafting Article 1 by the facilitator group, in which representatives of Chile, Costa Rica, the United States, Peru, Mexico, and other members of the ALADI Group participated. The Representative of Mexico reported that the facilitator group had also discussed points that could be incorporated into the articles of Chapter I of the Draft Social Charter. Lastly, he reported the group’s decision that the chapter in question could include the following topics:  sustainable development, equal opportunity, and the elimination of extreme poverty.

The Drafting Group considered the text produced by the facilitator group and, after discussing it, approved it in the following form:
“Article 1.

The peoples of the Americas legitimately aspire to social justice and their governments have a responsibility to promote it.

Development with equity strengthens and consolidates democracy, since the two are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.”
After approval of Chapter I, Article 1, it was decided to entrust the facilitator group, which was open to participation by all delegations, with considering proposals–which might later be combined–for a possible third paragraph for Article 1 and other proposals.  It was agreed that the facilitator group would meet on Thursday, March 8, at 2:30 p.m.
Article 2


The Drafting Group considered the language proposed by the United Status delegation for Article 2 of Chapter I and decided to delete the first paragraph, which reads “Democracy and social development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing,” since those concepts had been included in the agreed text for Article 1. 


It was agreed that the facilitator group could seek to reconcile the text approved in January with the second paragraph of the U.S. delegation’s proposal for Article 2.


The Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis asked that the record show her delegation’s reservation regarding the possibility of revisiting any agreement reached in the context of the facilitator group.
3. Other business
The Chair asked delegations to present proposals for other chapters of the document in order to expedite the Group’s work.  No other business was taken up.
4. Delegations present
The following delegations took part in the meeting:
Argentina
Bolivia
Brazil
Canada
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Ecuador
El Salvador
Grenada
Guatemala
Haiti
Jamaica
Mexico
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
United States
Uruguay
Venezuela
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