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I. MANDATES

Under Articles 17 and 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the CAJP’s functions are: 

1. To study topics of this nature entrusted to it by the Permanent Council. 

2. To consider the reports of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights referred to in Article 91.f of the Charter. Also, to submit their reports, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying draft resolutions, to the Permanent Council.

It should also be noted that under Article 13 of the Rules of Procedure, committees may establish subcommittees and working groups, and must specify their mandate in each case.
In compliance with Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council, at its meeting on July 20, 2006, agreed that in accordance with Articles 17 and 18 of the Council’s Rules of Procedure, the CAJP would be responsible for the following mandates assigned to it in the document “Assignment of Mandates Issued by the General Assembly at its Thirty-Sixth Regular Session” (CP/doc.4141/06 rev. 2):

· AG/RES. 2167 (XXXVI-O/06): Establishment of the Committee Provided for in the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities.

· AG/RES. 2168 (XXXVI-O/06): Combating Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance and Consideration of the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.

· AG/RES. 2174 (XXXVI-O/06): Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law.

· AG/RES. 2175 (XXXVI-O/06): Right to the Truth.

· AG/RES. 2176 (XXXVI-O/06): Promotion of the International Criminal Court.

· AG/RES. 2177 (XXXVI-O/06): Human Rights Defenders: Support for the Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas.

· AG/RES. 2178 (XXXVI-O/06): Standards for the Preparation of Periodic Reports pursuant to the Protocol of San Salvador.

· AG/RES. 2217 (XXXVI-O/06): Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law.

· AG/RES. 2218 (XXXVI-O/06): Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee.

· AG/RES. 2219 (XXXVI-O/06): Follow-up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and its Program for Cooperation.

· AG/RES. 2220 (XXXVI-O/06): Strengthening of Human Rights Systems pursuant to the Mandates Arising from the Summits of the Americas. 

· AG/RES. 2221 (XXXVI-O/06): Strengthening of the National Human Rights Systems of the Member States and Support for the Work of Defenders of the People, Defenders of the Population, and Human Rights Attorneys or Commissioners (Ombudsmen).

· AG/RES. 2223 (XXXVI-O/06): Comments and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

· AG/RES. 2224 (XXXVI-O/06): The Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families.

· AG/RES. 2226 (XXXVI-O/06): Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law.

· AG/RES. 2227 (XXXVI-O/06): Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. 

· AG/RES. 2228 (XXXVI-O/06): Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA).

· AG/RES. 2229 (XXXVI-O/06): Internally Displaced Persons. 

· AG/RES. 2230 (XXXVI-O/06): Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities. 

· AG/RES. 2231 (XXXVI-O/06): Persons Who Have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families.

· AG/RES. 2233 (XXXVI-O/06): Study of the Rights and the Care of Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment. 

· AG/RES. 2234 (XXXVI-O/06): American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

· AG/RES. 2237 (XXXVI-O/06): Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression and the Importance of the Media. 

· AG/RES. 2238 (XXXVI-O/06): Protecting Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms While Countering Terrorism.

· AG/RES. 2250 (XXXVI-O/06): Obligation of Member States to Respect the Rules and Principles of International Law Contained in the Charter of the Organization of American States, in order to Preserve and Strengthen Peace in the Hemisphere. 

· AG/RES. 2252 (XXXVI-O/06): Access to Public Information: Strengthening of Democracy. 

II.
DRAFT RESOLUTION WORK PLAN

At the meeting on January 25, 2007, the Chair of the CAJP suggested a joint effort, to be led by the Committee’s Second Vice Chair by means of informal consultations among the delegations, with a view to maximizing and increasing the efficiency of the work carried out for the presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions to be submitted to the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly. 

On March 1, 2007, Ambassador Antonio Rodrigue, Alternate Representative of Haiti, reported on the result of his efforts and submitted a proposal, on the basis of which this issue was analyzed at the meetings of March 1 and 8.

Annex 1 sets out the suggestions that the states discussed for the presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions, and a guide for their classification by subject area is contained in Annex II.  In turn Annex III contains a table for tracking the draft resolutions, which lists the documents submitted to date.

Osmar Chohfi
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Brazil 

to the Organization of American States

Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs 

ANNEX I

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE PRESENTATION AND NEGOTIATION 
OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS WITHIN THE 
COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS (CAJP)

(2006-2007)

(Outcome of the informal consultations conducted by the Second Vice Chair of the CAJP, 
as proposed at the meeting of January 25, 2007, and the delegations’ comments offered 
at the Committee’s meetings held on March 1 and 8, 2007)

The following suggestions could serve as basic guidelines for presenting and negotiating resolutions: 

· Set May 11 as the deadline for the presentation of draft resolutions. 

· Prepare draft resolutions that are more succinct, with clear objectives and specific mandates and outcomes:

· Reduce the number of preambular paragraphs. 

· Reduce the number of operative paragraphs. 

· Minimize the number of paragraphs in resolutions that serve only to renew mandates. 

· Avoid unnecessary repetition of identical paragraphs in different resolutions.

· Adopt standard formats for operative paragraphs requesting the presentation of reports.

· Exhortations to sign, ratify, or adhere to international instruments are considered important and should be maintained; the viability of doing so in a single resolution will be explored.
· Prepare an omnibus resolution for follow-up of the work of the organs, agencies, and entities whose reports the CAJP is to receive.

· Resolutions containing new mandates with budgetary implications will be referred to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP).

· Some resolutions might be presented every two or three years, rather than each year. 

· Identify ways to gather resolutions together by similar thematic areas, combining texts into small omnibus resolutions. 

· During the negotiation process, if they decide it is appropriate, delegations will seek to reach agreements in informal consultations prior to taking up matters in formal discussions.

· During the negotiation process, group the resolutions together into similar thematic areas. 

ANNEX II
CLASSIFICATION OF RESOLUTIONS BY MAIN THEMATIC AREAS 

ADOPTED BY THE CAJP IN 2006 

Group 1
PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

· Human rights defenders: Support for the individuals, groups, and organizations of civil society working to promote and protect human rights in the Americas.

· Strengthening of human rights systems pursuant to the mandates arising from the Summits of the Americas. 

· Strengthening of the national human rights systems of the member states and support for the work of defenders of the people, defenders of the population, and human rights attorneys or commissioners (ombudsmen).

· Study of the rights and the care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment. 

· Protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism.

· The human rights of all migrant workers and their families.

· Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities.

· Combating racism and all forms of discrimination and intolerance and consideration of the draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.

· American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Group 2
INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW
· Promotion of and respect for international humanitarian law.

· Right to the truth.

· Internally displaced persons.

· Promotion of the International Criminal Court.

· Persons who have disappeared and assistance to members of their families.

Group 3
PROMOTION AND DISSEMINATION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW
· Inter-American Program for the development of international law.

· Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law.

· Obligation of member states to respect the rules and principles of international law contained in the Charter of the Organization of American States, in order to preserve and strengthen peace in the Hemisphere.

Group 4
ENFORCEMENT OF INTER-AMERICAN LEGAL INSTRUMENTS 

· Establishment of the committee provided for in the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities.

· Standards for the preparation of periodic reports pursuant to the Protocol of San Salvador.

· Follow-up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and its program for cooperation.

· Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA) 

Group 5 
RIGHT TO INFORMATION AND TO FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION
· Right to freedom of thought and expression and the importance of the media. 

· Access to public information: Strengthening democracy. 

Group 6
ANNUAL REPORTS FROM ORGANS, AGENCIES, AND ENTITIES 

· Comments and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee.

· Comments and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

· Comments and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. 

ANNEX III

TRACKING TABLE FOR DRAFT RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TO THE CAJP 

(2006-2007)

	TITLE –
PROPOSED BY 
	SUBMISSION DATE
	DOCUMENTS
	DATE SENT TO THE PERMANENT COUNCIL 
	COMMENTS

	Human rights defenders: 
Support for the individuals, groups, and organizations of civil society working to promote and protect human rights in the Americas.

(Mexico)
	December 18, 2006
	CP/CAJP-2449/07
	
	

	Internally displaced persons 

(Mexico)
	December 18, 2006
	CP/CAJP-2448/07 corr. 1
	
	

	Study of the rights and the care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment
(Mexico)
	February 27, 2007
	CP/CAJP-2459/07
	
	

	Protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism

(Mexico)
	February 27, 2007
	CP/CAJP-2460/07
	
	

	Situation of the Inter-American Indian Institute

(Mexico)
	February 27, 2007
	CP/CAJP-2462/07
	
	

	The human rights of all migrant workers and their families
(United States of America)
	January 19, 2007
	CP/CAJP-2450/07


	
	

	Freedom of thought and expression

(United States of America)
	February 26, 2007
	CP/CAJP-2461/07
	
	

	Protocol of San Salvador: Composition and functioning of the Working Group to examine the periodic reports of the states parties

(Argentina)
	March 5, 2007 
	CP/CAJP-2464/07
	
	

	Inter-American program for a universal civil registry and the right of identity

(Peru, Mexico, Panama, and Paraguay)
	March 8, 2007
	CP/CAJP-2465/07


	
	


� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP17884E01�









