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The Chair, Ambassador Abigail Castro de Pérez, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, called the meeting to order and submitted the draft order of business (GTC/CASA/GR/doc.7/07) to the Group for consideration.  It was adopted as presented.


At the outset of the meeting, the Chair asked that it be placed on record that the appointment of a representative of the group of Caribbean countries to serve as one of the vice chairs of the Joint Working Group was still pending.

1.
Consideration of proposals for the operative section

The Chair reported that on February 8, the delegation of Venezuela, acting on behalf of the member countries of the ALADI Group, had presented a revised version of the five articles it proposed for Chapter I of the Draft Social Charter.  The delegation of Venezuela said that the new proposal was a revision of the articles originally presented by the Group, as amended to incorporate aspects of the U.S. delegation’s proposals.  The amendments introduced by the ALADI Group to its original proposals appear in document GTC/CASA/GR-1/07 rev. 1.

The Chair also reported that, with assistance from the General Secretariat, a document had been prepared (GTC/CASA/GR-6/07), which was based on the proposals of the U.S. delegation, the comments and suggestions made by other delegations during the previous meeting, and the proposals for a new version of the five articles of Chapter I presented by ALADI.  In it, proposals on which there was common ground had been rearranged and consolidated, for the sole purpose of providing inputs in order to move toward consensus texts and facilitate discussion.  Ambassador Castro de Pérez said that the document showed that there were commonalities in the points made during deliberations and set forth texts on which agreement could easily be reached.
Speaking on behalf of the member countries of the ALADI Group, the delegation of Venezuela said that, in keeping with the decision taken by the Joint Working Group on December 18, 2006, the proposals presented by that Group for reworking the operative section of the Social Charter of the Americas and the proposal for three introductory articles for that section should serve as the basis for negotiations.

In that connection, the representative of Venezuela noted that revision 1 of the negotiating document contained changes that the Group itself had made to its original proposals in order to accommodate aspects of the U.S. delegation’s proposals as well as observations and comments by other delegations.


The delegations of the United States and Canada responded to ALADI’s proposal.  They recalled that much remained to be discussed and therefore that negotiations on any specific proposal could not be considered concluded until the document as a whole had been concluded.


The U.S. representative said that the U.S. proposals of five articles for Chapter I should have equal status with the ALADI proposals and in fact any proposal by a delegation should be respected and have similar status as the ALADI and U.S. proposals.

The representative of Argentina reminded delegations that, pursuant to the decision adopted last December and bearing in mind that proposals are made over time, it may be assumed that the most recent proposals are reactions to the original ones. Consequently, she requested that the negotiating document retain the proposals made by the ALADI countries and the subsequent changes for Articles 1, 2, and 3, since they had been presented first, and requested that they serve as the starting point for negotiations.  The delegations of Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, and Venezuela supported Argentina’s request.


As far as the document was concerned, the representative of Colombia said that the comments made by her delegation at the February 5 meeting should be considered as an opinion and not a drafting proposal for Article 1. Accordingly, she requested that the proposed paragraph attributed to her delegation in the document be withdrawn.

For her part, the Chair said that the meeting summary should record opinions expressed in meetings by member countries of the ALADI Group as such, and that proposals should be presented exclusively by the spokesman agreed upon by the regional group.


To address the concerns raised regarding the order of the proposals in the negotiating document, the meeting agreed to take a 10-minute recess to enable the Secretariat to revise the document and present a new version.

After the recess, once the new version of the document had been distributed, the Chair asked the meeting to reconvene.  Since delegations did not return to the meeting room within the time period agreed upon, the Chair felt obliged to adjourn the meeting.

2.
Delegations present
The following delegations took part in the meeting:

Argentina

Bolivia

Brazil

Canada

Colombia

Costa Rica

Ecuador

El Salvador

Guatemala
Mexico
Peru
United States
Uruguay
Venezuela
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