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Summary of the sixth meeting, held on March 13, 2007

The Chair, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, called the meeting to order and placed the draft order of business (GTC/CASA/GR/doc.10/07) before the Group for consideration.  It was adopted as presented.

1.
Consideration of proposals for the operative section
The Chair submitted document GTC/CASA/GR/doc.1/07 rev. 4 corr. 1 to the Group for consideration.  She said that a corrected version had been issued in response to a request by the United States delegation to maintain its draft proposal for Article I, which had been considered and adopted by the meeting on March 6, 2007.

Article 1

On behalf of the facilitator group, the representative of Mexico reported that the group in question had held an informal meeting and, that in a spirit of collaboration, various delegations had exchanged views on the scope that should be given to Article 1.  He said that the group had considered including a reference to “the fight against extreme poverty” and discussed whether or not Article 1 should have a third paragraph.  Although valuable efforts were made to try to seek common ground and reconcile arguments and positions, no specific consensus proposals emerged.

The representative of the United States recalled that the proposal to include a third paragraph in Article I was not new and defended his delegation’s proposal by reminding delegations that it had agreed to the draft of the first two paragraphs on the understanding that the points eliminated from them would be covered in a new paragraph.  He then proposed the following draft for the third paragraph of Article I, which would replace his delegation’s proposal set out in the footnote on page 1 of document GTC/CASA/GR/doc.1/07 rev. 1 corr. 1:

“Representative democracy and economic growth with equity are strengthened through sustainable development, equality of opportunity, and the elimination of extreme poverty.”


The representative of Venezuela commented at length on the concepts of “representative democracy” and “extreme poverty.”  He said that using the term “democracy” adjectivally was outdated since there was wording that had been agreed upon by consensus in that regard.  With respect to the notion of “extreme poverty,” he said that the fight against poverty could not have different shades of meaning.

The representative of Brazil suggested that the article focus on the democratic process, citizen participation, democratic governance, and promotion of opportunities for growth and development.  The representative of Ecuador noted that it was important to consider the concept of sustainable development since integral development did not comprise the idea of sustainability.

The delegation of Mexico said that the concept of technical cooperation should be inserted in the proposal presented by the U.S. delegation.  It was decided that since that idea was relevant it would be considered for the draft of Article 5.  The delegation of Guyana introduced a proposed draft that was discussed extensively and whose ideas were incorporated into the text later approved as the second paragraph of Article 2.

The U.S. proposal for a third paragraph in Article 1 remains under consideration by the Drafting Group.


Article 2


After considering various options presented by the delegations of Argentina, Canada, Colombia, Guyana, Paraguay, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela, the Drafting Group decided to insert the following text as the second paragraph of this article (the first paragraph of Article 3 of document 1, rev. 4 corr. 1): 

“The member states commit to promoting and to progressively realizing the full achievement of economic, social, and cultural rights and principles, through policies and programs that they consider are the most effective and appropriate for their needs, in accordance with their democratic processes and available resources.”
Article 3

After considering diverse alternatives and rearranging proposals already included in the negotiating document, the Group decided to continue considering the following: 

Proposal by ALADI originally presented for Article 5 on February 2, 2007, as amended by that regional group on February 8, 2007, and repositioned on March 13, 2007

“The states, determined and committed to combating the serious problems of poverty, social exclusion, and inequity and to addressing their underlying causes and their consequences, have the responsibility to create favorable conditions for achieving integral development with social justice for their peoples and thus for helping to strengthen democratic governance.”

Proposal by Uruguay presented on March 13, 2007:
”As priority objectives, efforts will be made to foster poverty reduction, with special attention to the eradication of extreme poverty, to sustainable development, to the creation of equality of opportunity, and to the achievement of social inclusion, with special protection measures when necessary, so that every individual can realize his or her full potential.”
Proposal by the United States presented on February 1, 2007:
“In order to continue strengthening democratic governance, we reaffirm our commitment to combat inequality, hunger, and poverty by creating the conditions that promote and facilitate economic growth and development, social integration, investment, entrepreneurship, and the principles of liberty, justice, security, and gender equality.”


Proposal by the United States presented on February 1, 2007:


“Through maintenance of sound macroeconomic policies, the protection of property and labor rights, as well as investments in education, health, social security, and other public programs to support sustainable development, free trade and open markets, and creative and active entrepreneurship, we will seek the most effective means to create equality of opportunity and social inclusion so that every individual can realize his or her full potential.”
3. Other business
There was no other business.
4.
Delegations present
The following delegations took part in the meeting:
Argentina
Bolivia
Brazil
Canada
Colombia
Costa Rica
Ecuador
El Salvador
Guyana
Haiti
Jamaica
Mexico
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Saint Kitts and Nevis

United States
Uruguay
Venezuela
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