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DECLARATION OF SANTO DOMINGO

Regional Summit on Drugs, Security and Cooperation

March 16th, 2007
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

The Heads of State and Government, gathered in the city of Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, on March 16th, 2007, for the Summit on Drugs, Security and Cooperation: 

CONSCIOUS of the damages caused by the global drug problem, especially due to the illicit trafficking in drugs and related crimes, such as illicit human and arms trafficking, kidnappings and asset laundering, which represent a real threat to the well-being of their fellow citizens and democratic governance;

RECOGNIZING that in spite of progress achieved in each of their respective countries, the global drug problem, and especially the illicit trafficking in drugs and related crimes, constitute a major obstacle to the security and sustainable development of States in the Region;

CONCERNED by the new trends and patterns observed in the illicit trafficking in drugs and the rising drug consumption, as well as the alarming increase in other activities of organized crime;

ALSO CONCERNED by the reduction in resources allocated to the fight against the illicit trafficking in drugs and conscious of the need for greater financial support from the international community;

RECOGNIZING the enormous costs and national sacrifices borne by States and societies in the Region, in connection with their fight against drugs;

ALSO RECOGNIZING the commitment of the Republic of Haiti in the fight against the illicit trafficking in drugs and the country’s efforts, together with the Dominican Republic, to hold this Summit;

ACKNOWLEDGING the contributions of multilateral organizations, such the United Nations (UN) through their education and training programs for government officials, as well as institutional strengthening, aimed at finding a solution to the global drug problem;

UNDERSCORING the efforts of regional organizations, such as the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) which, through the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM), allow our States to better understand the regional drug problem, ant to better appreciate our efforts to respond to this problem to assess progress made;

EMPHASIZING the urgent need to promote more effective means of cooperation among States of the Region in the adoption and execution of anti-drug policies;

CONSIDERING the commitments assumed by States and multilateral organizations, which provide a framework for cooperation in the fight against the illicit trafficking in drugs and related crimes;

REITERATING their political will and the commitment to cooperation which motivates them,

DECLARE TO:

1. Diversify the search for channels of intra-regional cooperation, both at the bilateral and multilateral levels.

2. Dedicate greater resources to solving the problem of demand, through consumption prevention campaigns, education, rehabilitation and social reintegration.

3. Continue efforts to eradicate and disrupt the cultivation and production of illicit drugs, including measures to prosecute and convict members of drug trafficking networks.

4. Promote the establishment or strengthening of national drug observatories in the countries of the region, which would work jointly with the Inter-American Observatory on Drugs of CICAD.

5. Call upon States, as well as global, international and regional organizations, to provide significant and continuous support through strengthened financial and technical cooperation, as well as training assistance, offered to our countries against the illicit traffic of drugs.

6. Share best practices and lessons learned in the fight against the global drug problem, especially the illicit trafficking in drugs and related crimes in the Region, with a view to strengthening law enforcement institutions.  

7. Strengthen participation by civil society in matters related to prevention, supervision, education and rehabilitation.

8. Consolidate regional mechanisms in the fight against the global drug problem, especially the illicit trafficking in drugs and related crimes, such as illicit human trafficking, kidnappings, illicit arms trafficking, diversion of chemical precursors, as well as asset laundering and corruption.

9. Strengthen or establish mechanisms to exchange and share information among relevant law enforcement authorities, as well as facilitating mutual assistance among judicial bodies and specialized agencies in the fight against the illicit trafficking in drugs through our countries.

10. Strengthen operational cooperation by promoting coordinated air, maritime and land interdictions, with the goal of dismantling drug trafficking organizations.

11. Designate a competent entity in each of our countries with a view to establishing a regional coordination mechanism, in order to monitor the implementation of the commitments adopted at this Summit.
12.  Periodically hold other Summits to evaluate the drug situation in the Region, as well as progress achieved, and to make adjustments, as necessary.

The Heads of States and Governments wish to thank the people and Government of the Dominican Republic for the organization of this Summit and for their hospitality.

DONE at Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, on this sixteenth day (16) of March two thousand and seven (2007), in three original versions, in the Spanish, English and French languages, each version being equally authentic.

	For the Republic of Colombia
	ÁLVARO URIBE VELEZ

	For the Dominican Republic
	LEONEL FERNÁNDEZ REYNA

	For the Republic of Haiti
	RENÉ PRÉVAL

	For the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
[Also in capacity as Lead Head Responsible for Crime and Security, Caribbean Community (CARICOM)]
	PATRICK MANNING




[image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL


�EMBED Word.Picture.8���





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP17908E01�








_1235560492.doc




PERMANENT COUNCIL



