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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE PARTICIPATION OF THE
FUNDACIÓN LEER IN THE CONTEXT OF THE ACCREDITATION
OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS WISHING TO PARTICIPATE
IN OAS ACTIVITIES


This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide member states with information on the Fundación Leer pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.” It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation presented by the Fundación Leer, in accordance with the aforementioned guidelines.

1. Background

The Fundación Leer was established in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in 1997. It is a nongovernmental, not-for-profit organization helping disadvantaged children and adolescents living in urban and rural areas and in high risk population groups to learn to read and write.

It submitted its application on February 28, 2003.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:



Fundación Leer
Address:


Viamonte 1465 Piso 9- Of. 92

(C1055ABA) Buenos Aires, Argentina

Telephone:


(54-11) 4373 1120





(54-11) 4373 5358

E-mail address: 


www.leer.org.ar

Executive Director:

Patricia Mejalelaty

Date established:

1997

3. Primary areas of activity of the Fundación Leer and their relationship to OAS activities

The Fundación Leer’s goal is to design, implement, execute, and disseminate programs and projects promoting teacher training, reading, and research.

The Fundación Leer focuses on:

· Developing educational programs that encourage the habit of reading and enhance the quality of child and adolescent education.

· Developing educational programs and projects at any level and in any field.
· Free distribution of books and teaching materials among children and adolescents in order to implement programs aimed at developing the habit of reading.
· Organizing seminars, conferences, and working meetings and publishing books and leaflets designed to disseminate the methods and programs of the Fundación Leer. 
· Providing training and technical assistance to teachers and persons in charge of the institutions in which Fundación Leer programs are applied.
· Designing and executing programs directly aimed at fostering the habit of reading among children and adolescents.
· Organizing community awareness campaigns regarding the importance of reading for children and young adolescents.
4. Fundación Leer contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

The Fundación Leer considers that it could contribute to OAS activities by bringing its experience to bear on programs such as:

· “Reading is fundamental”: Through “Reading Festivals” run by schools in coordination with the Fundación Leer, children and adolescents receive and read at least three books a year, at no cost to them or their families.

· “Open Book Project”: creates reading rooms in educational establishments and community centers.

· “Reading Corners in Hospitals and Cafeteria.”

· “Stories Marathon”: a program to promote reading.

· “Shared Beginnings”: an early literacy program directed at adolescent mothers or mothers living in low-income areas.

· “Corporate Volunteers Program.”

· “Kidsmart – Small Explorer Program”: The Fundación Leer participates as an executing agency in this program, along with IBM Argentina.  The program installs multimedia computer modules in schools and community centers.

· “Eduvía”: preparation of contents for a web page for teachers.

· “The Use of New Information Technology as a Didactic Tool”: competition for teachers in the use of new technology.

5. OAS work areas to which the Fundación Leer can provide support:

The Fundación Leer undertakes to support the work of the OAS and to put forward recommendations on the best way to achieve its objectives in the areas of education, literacy, and culture:

The Fundación Leer would work chiefly with the Unit for Social Development and Education (USDE), helping to develop educational activities.

6.
Documents submitted by the Fundación Leer
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General

· Certificate of Incorporation and Statutes

· Annual report for 2001

· 2001 audit and report

· Institutional Mission Statement and description of the programs supported by the Foundation
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