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I am very pleased to welcome you to the meeting to examine progress in implementing the Declaration on Security in the Americas.
This meeting in held in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2185 (XXXVI-O/06), “Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security,” in which the General Assembly requested that the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, convene a meeting in the first half of 2007 to review progress by member states in implementing the Declaration on Security in the Americas and to assess the progress achieved to date.

As you all know, the Special Conference on Security was held in October 2003 in Mexico City.  At its conclusion, the Declaration on Security in the Americas was signed.  The Declaration, in essence, introduced a new concept of security in the Hemisphere, a multidimensional one that included traditional and new threats as well as concerns about and challenges to the states’ security. 

The Declaration is based upon long-standing but still current values of the inter-American and international systems, like democracy, respect, the promotion and defense of human rights, solidarity, cooperation, and fervent protection of national sovereignty.  It revitalizes them by incorporating the priorities of each state in the Hemisphere, as useful and necessary factors in the collective effort to strengthen peace, integral development, and social justice in the Hemisphere.

Let me paraphrase something said by Dr. Francisco Rojas Aravena, Secretary General of FLACSO, in his fine article entitled “A Security Community in the Americas: A Look at the Special Conference on Security.”  He emphasized four central points in the Declaration on Security in the Americas.  This article was published in the journal Foro 21, issue N° 30, November 2003.  I want to share with you some of the ideas of this renowned academic, political scientist, and Latin Americanist, because, among the works I’ve read, that of Dr. Rojas Aravena has the distinction of masterfully summarizing the invaluable contributions of the Declaration on Security in the Americas to the international system.
As we know well, the new global security scenario calls for cooperative responses. Both traditional and emerging threats demonstrate the need for multilateralism, which involves the definition and design of international public mechanisms. The Declaration on Security in the Americas is a decisive and essential step in that direction; it reaffirms the commitment to cooperation, the sense of solidarity, and collective action of the Americas in this area, thus promoting multilateralism and reaffirming the full weight of international law.
The first point stemming from the inter-American declaration, something innovative in the universal order and one of incalculable importance to the Hemisphere, is the concept of poverty, from a multilateral perspective, as a risk factor that heightens new threats to security.
Solving the problems of poverty and human development, like solving those of security, also requires multilateralism and international cooperation. The call for greater coordination among bodies of the inter-American system in addressing the economic and social situation of Latin America is an effective way not only to strengthen democracy and guarantee security but also to address the poverty and low levels of human development which, to varying degrees, affect many of our societies.
A logical progression from that first point would be the definition of democracy and respect for human rights as pillars of peace and stability in the Americas.
Thus a second central aspect of the Declaration reaffirms the importance of democracy and the commitment to defending human rights as values underlying all principles that guide collective action and solidarity. I can say without hesitation that the 2003 Mexico declaration clearly expresses a progressive line of thought and action in the Americas, with important historical antecedents in valuable inter-American documents: the recent Democratic Charter (2001); the American Convention on Human Rights (1969); and the values and principles that have always informed the inter-American system, expressed in the Charter signed in Bogotá in 1948.
It must be said, however, that the Declaration on Security warns of the vulnerability of the Hemisphere’s security, and goes farther than the prior instruments by indicating that democracy- and capacity-building to address new threats must emphasize fighting poverty and promoting integration and cooperation agreements in the region.
The third aspect of the Declaration is the implementation of the Hemisphere’s traditional security agenda and the definition of the new agenda, each increasingly transnational and multidimensional.  Clearly, this calls for global vision and action; but above all it calls for a comprehensive understanding of local problems. The traditional issues are still important; however, the new threats to security require action that is multilateral, cross-cutting, and multidimensional.  And the Declaration deals with that precisely.
Lastly, the Declaration on Security in the Americas shows that a new hemispheric security architecture is taking shape, based on global, regional, subregional, and bilateral ties, adding a certain amount of complexity to the agenda.  The Declaration also reaffirms the functions of the new entities, CICTE and CICAD, and, as we all know, also advocates a reconfiguration of the responsibilities of the Inter-American Defense Board, dean of the inter-American system’s institutions, under the new hemispheric security paradigm.
In addition, it develops substantive processes for peace and stability, such as confidence- and security-building measures, transparency, and mechanisms for making military spending comparable; on that basis, it proposes options for reducing military spending to free up more resources for development in the Hemisphere.
This is precisely what the President of the Republic and Nobel Peace Prize winner, Dr. Oscar Arias Sánchez, has called the Consensus of Costa Rica, which proposes that the countries–especially the poorest–invest more in housing, health, and education, i.e., in human development, and less in weapons or military infrastructure of any kind.
As for the Committee on Hemispheric Security, which I chair, the Declaration also seeks to strengthen it and provides timeframes for addressing the most complex problems on the agenda, such as the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (Rio Treaty).  In its Article 49, the Declaration on Security in the Americas reaffirms the need, expressed on prior occasions in various OAS bodies, to clarify the juridical and institutional relationship between the Inter-American Defense Board and the OAS. After great effort, this was accomplished in March of last year with the adoption of the Board’s Statutes by the General Assembly at its thirty-second special session, presided over by Ambassador Esteban Tomic, Permanent Representative of Chile and then Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security.

Distinguished representatives,

Ladies and gentlemen:

Geopolitical and institutional realities in our Hemisphere today no longer pose the historic dilemma of choosing democracy and security at the expense of democracy and development. What the Declaration on Security in the Americas shows, is a new multidimensional paradigm in the Hemisphere.  The great challenge is to build democracy, foster development, and promote security as aims that are closely linked and must be addressed in a common endeavor, one in which all nations must contribute, to the extent of our abilities, to building a new order for our peoples.

Thank you very much.
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