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It gives me great pleasure to cordially welcome the special meeting on “Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty of Tlatelolco and on the Worldwide Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban.”

This meeting is being held pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 2186 (XXXVI-O/06) “Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty” and AG/RES. 2245 (XXXVI-O/06) “Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco),” which entrust the Permanent Council with holding, in the framework of the Committee on Hemispheric Security a Meeting on Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty of Tlatelolco and on the Worldwide Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban, with the participation of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL), the Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization, and other international institutions with competence in this area.

For the Committee on Hemispheric Security it is an honor and a privilege to acknowledge the presence in this room of Ambassador Edmundo Vargas Carreño, a distinguished international jurist and Secretary General of OPANAL; Ambassador Tibor Tóth, former Deputy Secretary of State of Hungary in charge of international affairs and current Executive Secretary of the Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO); Ambassador Ana Teresa Dengo, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica in Vienna and Chair of the CTBTO; Mr. Randy Rydell, Senior Political Affairs Officer of the United Nations Department for Disarmament Affairs; as well as representatives of civil society organizations and of the Brazilian-Argentine Agency for Accounting and Control of Nuclear Materials (ABACC).
To all of you, my sincere thanks for your presence at this forum. 

As Ambassador Vargas Carreño has reiterated at different forums, the Treaty of Tlatelolco was farsighted in ridding the region of the danger of an arms race with the worst possible of arms: nuclear weapons.  And it has been an example for other regions in the global non-proliferation process, such as the South Pacific, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, Africa, and, last year, Central Asia.
However, that is not all. The Treaty of Tlatelolco is also a source of pride for Americans because it constitutes a clear example of the important role that regional efforts can play in combating this global threat and because it also represents the most authentic aspiration of the Americas to strive together in order to hasten the day when all the regions of the world are finally free of nuclear weapons.
The road has been long and hard.  However, in recent years, with the extension of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and the negotiation of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty a great deal of international attention has been brought to bear on the non-proliferation and disarmament processes.  Universality has been and continues to be one of the fundamental purposes of these efforts, efforts that need even more commitment and determination.

The kind of commitment and determination that the inhabitants of the Americas and the Caribbean showed with the Treaty of Tlatelolco, a demonstration of our epic nobility because it marked the beginning of an extraordinarily important process for the difficult yet absorbing task of building peace in the world.  Not for nothing did the President of the Republic and Nobel peace laureate, Dr. Oscar Arias Sanchez warn us that “peace crosses long distances with short steps.”

On the 25th anniversary of the award of the Nobel Peace Prize to Mexican Ambassador Alfonso García Robles and the 40th anniversary of the Treaty, I recall that he said “nuclear weapons-free zones are not an end in themselves but a step toward a world in which complete and utter disarmament can be attained.”

The Treaty of Tlatelolco is a Latin American contribution to peaceful understanding among nations founded on international security, which strives to extend a civilized and humanistic order that outlaws the use of force in our region.

We are convinced that–as history has shown us–the security of States does not depend on a nuclear deterrent, but, essentially, on the strengthening of multilateral institutions and on the protection of regional and bilateral instruments that ensure the stability for which we all yearn.

Thank you.
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