PAGE  
- 3 -


JOINT WORKING GROUP
OEA/Ser.T/VIII

OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL AND CEPCIDI
GTC/CASA/GR/SA.7/07


ON THE DRAFT SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS
28 March 2007



Original: Spanish


DRAFTING GROUP
Summary of the seventh meeting held on March 16, 2007


The Chair, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, called the meeting to order and submitted the agenda, document GTC/CASA/GR/doc.11/07, for consideration by the Group, which adopted it without change.

1.
Consideration of proposals for the operative section
The Chair submitted for the Group’s consideration document GTC/CASA/GR/doc.1/07 rev. 5 corr. 1 and noted that the corrected version has been published and eliminates a proposal included in Article 4 that was covered in full in the approved text of Article 2, paragraph 1.

With regard to the proposal of the delegation of the United States to include a third paragraph in Article 1, on the understanding that as yet it would seem there is no agreement on the appropriateness of including such a paragraph, the Chair proposed that the delegations concerned discuss the matter prior to its reconsideration by the Drafting Group.  The proposal of the Chair was accepted.

Article 3


The Representative of Uruguay recalled the contents of the proposals presented for this article by her delegation and by the ALADI Group. She referred to the reasons for its justification and the logic of its wording.  The delegations of Ecuador, Honduras, Mexico, and Venezuela supported the drafts of the first two paragraphs and proposed the amendments shown below.

“1.
The states, determined and committed to combating the serious problems of poverty, social exclusion, and inequity and to address their underlying causes and their consequences, have the responsibility to create favorable conditions for achieving integral (USA: integral sustainable development or development with equity) (Ecuador: and sustainable) development with social justice for their peoples, thus (helping) (Honduras: strengthening) to strengthen democratic governance.”

“2.
As priority areas, efforts will be made to foster reduction of poverty, with especial attention to the eradication of extreme poverty, to (Ecuador: sustainable development), to the (Brazil: creation of equality of promotion of) opportunities, and to achieving social inclusion (Peru: with special protection measures when necessary), so that every individual can realize his or her full potential.”


The Representative of the Unites States proposed the following text for Article 3, which would replace the two paragraphs put forward by his delegation for the same article and which appear in document GTC/CASA/GR/doc.1/07 rev. 5 corr. 1.
“We will promote social justice to create equality of opportunities and social inclusion through sound economic policies, the protection of property and labor rights, as well as investments in education, health, social security, and other public programs to support sustainable development, and creative and active entrepreneurship so that every individual can realize his or her full potential.”


The delegations of Brazil and Canada supported the proposals of the ALADI Group and of Uruguay for Article 3 and considered that the text proposed by the delegation of United States could be included, for instance, in Chapter 2 of the draft Social Charter.


Paragraphs 1 and 2 of Article 3, presented by the ALADI Group and the delegation of Uruguay, respectively, were favorably received by the majority of the Drafting Group.  However, the delegation of Colombia mentioned that it needs time to give careful consideration to the proposals presented and, possibly, to draw up a single paragraph with the ideas included.


After considering various alternatives included in the negotiations document, and bearing in mind the request of the delegation of Colombia, the Working Group decided to continue its consideration of Article 3 at the next meeting.

The Drafting Group began consideration of:

Article 4

After careful consideration of the paragraph proposed by the ALADI Group and new texts presented by the delegations of the United States and Brazil, the delegation of Argentina remarked on the advisability that the text of this article advance information on instruments already agreed upon.


The group decided to continue consideration of the following three paragraphs and the amendments suggested: 
[Everyone is entitled to a decent life and, to that end, is born free and equal in dignity and rights, and, accordingly, the states (Canada: are committed to ensuring shall adopt measures to ensure) the full enjoyment of all human rights, in a framework of solidarity, peace, and social justice.] (Proposed by ALADI on 02/2/07, with amendments made on 02/8/07)
“Everyone is born free and equal in dignity and rights, and, accordingly, the states undertake (Uruguay: to promote and ensure) (Peru: to foster) (Brazil/Paraguay: to adopt measures (Mexico: actions) with a view to ensuring) universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms, (Uruguay: which would contribute to improving the living conditions of our people).” (Proposed by the United States on 03/16/07) 
“Everyone is born free and equal in dignity and rights, and, accordingly, the states undertake to promote and ensure universal respect and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms.” (Proposed by Brazil 03/16/07)
3. Other business

No other business was addressed.

4.
Delegations present

The following delegations attended the meeting:

Argentina

Bolivia

Brazil

Canada

Colombia

Ecuador

Honduras

Mexico

Panama

Paraguay

Peru

United States

Uruguay

Venezuela
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