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EXPLANATORY NOTE:  This purpose of this document is facilitate the preparation of the Program assigned to the Working Group and
to support or complement its activities.
	CONSOLIDATED TEXT:
STRATEGIES
	SUGGESTED LANGUAGE

	National Legislation, Laws, and Programs:  The states undertake to adopt legislative, administrative, and other measures and to review and harmonize their law and improve it, seeking to harmonize it with a hemispheric perspective, in order to give effect to this Program of Action, and to amend, reject, or nullify any laws, regulations, customs, or practices that are inconsistent with this Program of Action and other international human rights instruments, taking into account the needs and priorities of each country. States will ensure the adoption of enforcement mechanisms and sanctions in case of noncompliance, as well as state and private liability, all from a human rights perspective.  In this respect, measures should be taken to immediately set in motion the Committee for Follow-up on the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, in keeping with the commitments undertaken.  States will work in close collaboration with and include the active involvement of persons with disabilities in the preparation, development, and implementation of changes in policies and law that affect them.

VENEZUELA:  The states commit to including disability across the board in their domestic legal systems, with a view to making explicit arrangements for the segment of the population with disabilities.

VENEZUELA:  National parliaments should be called upon to unify and update national law to avert its fragmentation and unenforceability by passing up-to-date laws that include the commitments and obligations arising from the ratification of, or accession to, international treaties and conventions.

NOTE:  The following paragraphs (iii and iv) are from IV. SPECIFIC MEASURES / Promoting social awareness/ b. Institutional capacity-building

iii.
Take legislative measures aimed at systematizing and updating standards and provisions with respect to persons with disabilities; [PENDING]

iv.
Implement, in accordance with domestic procedures, international standards guaranteeing the enjoyment and full exercise of the rights and fundamental freedoms of persons with disabilities. [PENDING]

Empowerment:

States will guarantee that persons with disabilities are active participants in policy-making and planning, the design of economic policies, information gathering, personnel training, the monitoring and evaluation of programs for persons with disabilities, and activities on other issues of concern to them.

VENEZUELA:  States will promote the strengthening of the cooperative movement in each country, in order to generate capacity for action to boost state initiatives and create the optimal conditions for generating government policies guaranteeing the rights of persons with disabilities and their families and respect for their dignity.
VENEZUELA:  The states will include organizational arrangements to ensure that the affected parties participate in the design of comprehensive care policies for persons with disabilities and their families; in the organization of national comprehensive rehabilitation systems, to ensure proper care for each type and degree of disability; in improving the conditions of existing rehabilitation services and ensuring that they are accessible to all; in expanding the care provided in rehabilitation services for children and seniors; in disability prevention campaigns; in community care for persons with disability; and in promoting social security benefits and support services for persons with disabilities.

VENEZUELA:  The states will foster active participation by persons with disabilities in promoting measures to bring about the establishment in each country of a National Intersectoral Network for Comprehensive Care for Persons with Disabilities, coordinated by national councils or agencies to assist persons with disabilities, or health and social development institutions providing comprehensive care for such persons, composed of representatives of the highest levels in the ministries, agencies, and institutions needed to provide services in health care, social development, social welfare, labor issues, education, environmental conservation, sports, and recreation, as well as institutions that can contribute to providing comprehensive care for all persons with disabilities.  Such a network must handle planning and interagency coordination of measures to comply with the provisions of this Program and must establish appropriate supervisory and evaluation mechanisms to ensure effective execution of activities capable of achieving the effective exercise of the rights of persons with disabilities along with guarantees for that purpose.  Networks with the same composition, the same purpose, and the same functions must also be established at the regional, provincial, departmental, and state levels.
	Update, harmonization, and adjustment of legislation and other provisions
Without prejudice to the adoption of the necessary national measures, the states will review, harmonize, update, and improve their legislation to adjust it with a hemispheric perspective, in order to give effect to this Program of Action and bring it into line with international human rights instruments.

States will work in close collaboration with persons with disabilities in its preparation, development, and administrative and legislative implementation.
Would be incorporated in the paragraph proposed above?
Would be incorporated in the paragraph proposed above?
Would be incorporated in the paragraph proposed above?
Would be incorporated in the paragraph proposed above?
Empowerment:

States will promote the strengthening of the cooperative movement in each country, in order to generate capacity for action to boost state initiatives and create the optimal conditions for generating government policies guaranteeing the rights of persons with disabilities and their families and respect for their dignity.
***See Lobbying, left column, below.  In addition, states will foster the empowerment of persons with disabilities by building and strengthening skills, by promoting their active participation in public and political life, including the creation and implementation of monitoring mechanisms that foster full participation in the planning and execution of such systems to monitor the fulfillment of their rights, and by receiving reports of violations of their rights and recording such violations, allowing them to exert effective influence on the design and implementation of public policies.

The states will include organizational arrangements to ensure that the affected parties participate in the design of public policies to promote and protect the dignity and rights of persons with disabilities, taking into account the actions described in this Program of Action. 

*** FVD: Create effective channels of communication between the state and civil society with disabilities in each country, as well as channels for civil society decision-making and monitoring with respect to related public policies, through the establishment, among other things, of a pluralistic and multisectoral civil OBSERVATORY for follow-up on international and national laws and on public policies regarding disabilities.

	Lobbying:  States will foster the empowerment of persons with disabilities by building and strengthening skills, by promoting their active participation in public and political life, including the creation and implementation of monitoring mechanisms that foster full participation in the planning and execution of such systems to monitor the fulfillment of the civil, political, economic, cultural, and social rights of persons with disabilities, and by receiving reports of violations of their rights and recording such violations, allowing them to exert effective influence on the design and implementation of public policies.

	Incorporated in the suggested text on Empowerment and participation in society above?

	Resources and political will:  States will make the political commitment to implement this Program of Action, incorporating it into the corresponding national plans, for which they will allocate the necessary resources and ensure their timely and proper execution, follow-up, and evaluation.
Brazil:  Promote the formation of national and subnational councils on the rights of persons with disabilities, as a social oversight strategy.  (NOTE: Taken from Political Participation section)


	Remains as is.

	Training of human resources: The states shall promote training of the personnel needed to provide comprehensive care to persons with disabilities, with an emphasis on regional and international human rights instruments, in community-based settings and with active participation by persons with disabilities in said training.
	Incorporated in Specific Measures:  Promoting social awareness and Education?


	Statistics and due recognition of disability: In order to formulate policies, the states undertake to:

a.    Conduct baseline studies.

b. Conduct censuses and studies on the incidence, prevalence, and cause of disabilities.

c.
Argentina:  Guarantee confidentiality and the proper use of statistical data, which must never be used to the detriment of persons with disabilities.

d.
Colombia: Publicize the Program itself as well as Decade activities and any accomplishments and good practices observed in countries. Said information will be disseminated mainly by the OAS through a dedicated website accessible to member states and other organizations. 
e.
Mexico: Compile disaggregated statistics.

f.
PAHO:  Conduct research on the causes of disability.

g.
PAHO:  Apply methods of recording and analyzing data on disabilities.

h.
Venezuela:  Place emphasis on international unification, in the Hemisphere, of methods, standards, and terminology for collecting statistical data through censuses, civil registries, prevalence studies, and household surveys, adopting measures resulting from inter-country, subregional, and regional meetings and contacts to standardize criteria for the classification of disabilities, in order to establish a clinical table of classes, types, and subtypes of disabilities, in the medical, labor, educational, recreational, and sports fields, resulting in access to periodic, unified, and comparable data of social, political, and economic use in the following areas:

· National population of persons with disabilities, by type of disability, sex, age, geographic location, literacy, educational level, occupation, and types of technical aids required, among other things, using questionnaires based on the International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) of the World Health Organization.

.
	Statistics and due recognition of disability in public policy formulation:
· Promote international unification of methods, standards, and terminology for collecting statistical and disaggregated data through censuses, civil registries, prevalence studies, and household surveys to obtain periodic, unified, and comparable data of social, political, and economic use. 

· Consider creating a uniform statistical system for the Hemisphere, based on the WHO ICF.

· Standardize criteria, based on international cooperation, for the classification of disabilities in order to establish a clinical table of classes, types, and subtypes of disabilities, in the medical, labor, educational, recreational, and sports fields.
· Guarantee confidentiality and the proper use of statistical data, which must never be used to the detriment of persons with disabilities, and always ensure that no one is subjected to medical or scientific experiments without his or her free and informed consent.

· Develop qualitative statistical measurements to obtain more effective data reflecting the actual situation of disabilities, establishing databases and developing quality-of-life indicators for persons with disabilities. 

· Apply methods of recording and analyzing data on disabilities.
· Develop qualitative statistical measurements to obtain more effective data reflecting the actual situation of disabilities, establishing databases and developing quality-of-life indicators for persons with disabilities. 



	· Health-care, rehabilitation, and paramedic service centers for persons with disabilities, classified by type of disability, geographic location, and type of property.

· Recreational, leisure, tourist, sports, and cultural facilities and buildings, classified by accessibility characteristics.

· Commercial service establishments and manufacturers, distributors, and vendors of technical aids, ortheses and prostheses, devices, appliances, equipment, and instruments for use by persons with disabilities.

i.
FVD:  Develop research activities on disability in each of our countries, generating and disseminating academic, institutional, and civil society studies and papers leading to accurate diagnoses concerning the situation and status of persons with disabilities.

j.
FVD:  Develop qualitative statistical measurements to obtain more effective data reflecting the actual situation of disabilities, establishing databases and developing quality-of life indicators for persons with disabilities.  

k.
FVD:  Create a uniform statistical system for the Hemisphere, based on the WHO ICF
	

	Other strategies proposed:
a. FVD: By means of plans, programs, and funding, help to strengthen organizations of persons with disabilities and their families and to bring about the empowerment and leadership of these organizations, so that they may play a more prominent role as political actors, ensuring their effective participation in public decision-making and in the monitoring of this Plan of Action.

b.  FVD:  Create effective channels of communication between the state and civil society with disabilities in each country, as well as channels for civil society decision-making and monitoring with respect to related public policies, through the establishment, among other things, of a pluralistic and multisectoral civil OBSERVATORY for follow-up on international and national laws and on public policies regarding disabilities.

c.  Inter-American inclusion:  Assign overall coordination to a single executive secretariat to ensure that the objectives and their plans of action are managed comprehensively with a view to their implementation.

d. Inter-American inclusion:  Ensure that a member state that has demonstrated its readiness to cooperate with civil society and that attaches priority to promoting the rights of persons with disabilities assumes a leadership role as headquarters of the Secretariat for the Decade, which would be mandated to undertake the necessary planning and provide the necessary technical assistance and cooperation to achieve the Program’s objectives.

e. Inter-American inclusion:  Authorize the Secretariat to work with OAS entities at the highest levels and with member states, multilateral institutions, and civil society organizations, as required to achieve these objectives.
f. Inter-American inclusion: Entrust OAS agencies with cooperating with the Secretariat on all aspects of planning and implementation, since their cooperation will be essential for achievement of the Decade objectives.
g. FVD:  Develop a biannual review mechanism for the Decade program in order to gradually consolidate indicators and evaluation methods.
h. FVD:  Establish at the OAS a civil society advisory committee of persons with disabilities for implementation and follow-up of the Plan of Action.
i.
CCWD:  Ensure persons with disabilities and their organizations are involved in monitoring of implementation of the Program of Action.

j.
CCWD: Ensure contributions and input by persons with disabilities and their organizations in the design and delivery of training and public awareness, development of inclusive policies, and the design of accessible services.

k.
ASI:  Hold regional training, cooperation, and science activities.

l.
ASI:  Take steps toward the establishment of a communications network for more rapid integration of the sectors involved and/or the population.

m.
ASI:  Make productive and equitable use of budgets, infrastructure, logistics, etc., which, if achieved synergistically, will make it possible to begin to enhance the quality of life of the population in the new decade and thus of the sectors we are committed to, which are currently the most vulnerable.

n.
VENEZUELA:  Provide funding for basic and applied research, in order to promote the planning and execution, in the framework of government agencies as well as universities, research institutes, and private institutions, of research on disability prevention, awareness, and treatment, and on conditions for family and social participation by persons with disabilities, by officially establishing various national prizes, competitions, and contests and periodic academic events, such as congresses, symposia, conferences, seminars, and colloquiums, in each country, or among institutions and organizations in different countries, on the following, inter alia:

· Prevention of disabling social and health conditions;
· Disabling diseases;
· Quality of life of persons with disabilities;
· National manufacture of medicines;
· Social, economic, and participation issues that affect the lives of persons with disabilities and their families;
· Causes of disability;
· Availability and effectiveness of existing programs, and the need to develop and assess services and support measures for persons with disabilities; 

· Disability in general and specific types of disabilities; 

· Persons with disabilities, their organizations, and their social, sports, cultural, artistic, and other activities, with studies conducted by national researchers;

· National, regional, departmental, provincial, state, and municipal organizations of persons with disabilities and their relatives, classified by type of activity, disability, and member.

· National, regional, departmental, provincial, state, and municipal organizations of persons without disabilities or of persons not related to persons with disabilities, classified by type of activity and type of disability they deal with.

o.
VENEZUELA:  Design specific instructional and training programs on the national manufacture of technical and biomechanical aids, with the participation of persons with disabilities, establishing production and marketing cooperatives and partnerships, where possible.

q. VENEZUELA:  Promote the creation of workshops for repairing and salvaging technical aids, by establishing cooperatives and partnerships composed of workers with disabilities.

r. Promote training for civil servants and private sector personnel, addressing in particular the eradication of terms and cultural practices that involve deep-seated prejudices, stereotypes, and discriminatory attitudes against persons with disabilities.  [Note:  Originally this was in Specific Measures/raising social awareness.]
	Incorporated in Empowerment? 

See Empowerment above
r. PANAMA: Establish a Technical Secretariat for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016), the purpose of which, in pursuance of the commitments set forth in the Program of Action, will be to plan activities for the achievement of its aims and specific actions, provide technical and administrative support on matters in its area of competence, and coordinate international cooperation to build new institutional capabilities, involving the OAS member and observer states, the OAS General Secretariat, the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system, other international organizations, the private sector, and civil society organizations, in particular CSOs specializing in this field.
The Technical Secretariat will be headquartered in Panama City, in the Republic of Panama.
The paragraph is deleted because it is included in the proposal of Panama
See Cooperation above.

See Cooperation above.

Review.  Include in functions of the Secretariat.
See Cooperation above.

Review.  Include in functions of the Secretariat.

See Legislation, laws, and programs above.

Include in functions of the Secretariat.

Incorporated in social awareness (dissemination)?
Incorporated in Mission Statement?
Incorporated in raising social awareness?

Incorporated in employment action?
Incorporated in employment action?

Incorporated in employment action?
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