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1. Adoption of the Agenda

The Permanent Council adopted the agenda, document CP/OD-1586/07.

· Welcome to the New Permanent Representative of Suriname


The Permanent Council welcomed Ambassador Jacques Ruben Constantijn Cross, the new Permanent Representative of Suriname to the OAS.

2. Report of the Secretary General on the Situation in Haiti, June-December 2006

Mr. José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the OAS, submitted to the Permanent Council the Report on the Situation in Haiti for the second half of 2006 (CP/doc.4186/07), which describes the main developments in the country and the work of the OAS Special Mission for Strengthening Democracy in Haiti.  The report also proposes ways in which the OAS will continue to contribute to the social, economic, and political recovery process taking place in the country.

Next, Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, offered additional information in the wake of his recent visit to Haiti.

The observations put forward by the delegations of Haiti, Uruguay, Venezuela, El Salvador, Bolivia, Chile, United States, Canada, Brazil, Bahamas, Mexico, and Guyana are recorded in the minutes of this meeting.

3. Note from the Permanent Mission of Bolivia
The Permanent Council considered the note from the Permanent Mission of Bolivia on the Tenth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (CP/doc.4191/07), in which it recommends the postponement of the meeting scheduled to be held on March 26 to 30, 2007, due to the damage caused by the “El Niño” climate phenomenon.

In that regard, the Council decided to convene the aforesaid meeting on April 23 to 27, 2007, and to transmit said decision to the Committee for Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for the appropriate purposes.

4. Declaration of Santo Domingo

Ambassador Roberto Álvarez Gil, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS, presented to the Permanent Council the Declaration of Santo Domingo on the Regional Summit on Drugs, Security and Cooperation, held on March 16, 2007, in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, and mentioned, inter alia, that the Heads of State and Government declared their intent to “[p]romote the establishment or strengthening of national drug observatories in the countries of the region, which would work jointly with the Inter-American Observatory on Drugs of CICAD.”

In that connection, the Council decided to take due note of the presentation given by the Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic on the above-cited Declaration and to transmit it as a reference document to the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD).

5. Transmission of documents
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The Council decided to:

· Transmit to CEPCIDI the draft resolution on Promotion of Labor-Sector Participation in OAS Activities (AG/doc.4626/06)

· Transmit the following reports to the General Committee:

i. Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) (CP/doc.4172/07)

ii. Annual Report of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) (CP/doc.4187/07)

6. Minutes

The meeting approved the minutes of the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), held on May 27, 2005 (CP/ACTA 1489/05).

7. Other business
The Permanent Representative of Canada noted that the date of this meeting coincided with the celebration of World Francophonie Day. 
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1586/07.





_1236759042.doc


PERMANENT COUNCIL



