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	Term
	Sources

	Example


	Biomass Fuels or Biofuels 
	UN Commission on Sustainable Development, Report on the ninth session (5 May 2000 and 16-27 April 2001), Paragraph 22.

Economic and Social Council. UN Commission on Sustainable Development. Eighth session. Report of the Secretary-General. Sustainable agriculture and rural development: trends in national implementation, 24 April-5 May 2000, Paragraph 23.

UN Economic and Social Council. Committee on New and Renewable Sources of Energy and on Energy for Development. Second session. Report of the Secretary-General. Renewable sources of energy with special emphasis on biomass: progress and policies. New York, 12 - 23 February 1996. Paragraph 2.

UN. General Assembly. Fifty-sixth session. Report of the Secretary-General. Concrete action being taken for the promotion of new and renewable sources of energy, including the implementation of the World Solar Programme 1996-2005. 2 July 2001. Paragraph 32.


	 “A fuel produced from dry organic matter or combustible oils produced by plants. These fuels are considered renewable as long as the vegetation producing them is maintained or replanted, such as firewood, alcohol fermented from sugar, and combustible oils extracted from soy beans. Their use in place of fossil fuels cuts greenhouse gas emissions because the plants that are the fuel sources capture carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.”

UNFCCC Glossary

	Bioenergy
	UN Economic and Social Council. Committee on New and Renewable Sources of Energy and on Energy for Development. Second session. Report of the Secretary-General. Renewable sources of energy with special emphasis on biomass: progress and policies. New York, 12 - 23 February 1996. Paragraph 1.4.

UN Economic and Social Council. Commission on Sustainable Development. Sustainable agriculture and rural development. Report of the Secretary-General. Eighth session. 24 April-5 May 2000. Paragraph 56.

   

UN Economic and Social Council. Commission on Sustainable Development. Ninth session. 16-27 April 2001. Sustainable Production, Distribution and Use of the Energy: Trends in National Implementation. Report of the Secretary-General. Paragraph 42.

UN General Assembly. Fifty-sixth session. Report of the Secretary-General. Promotion of new and renewable sources of energy, including the implementation of the World Solar Programme 23 June 2000. Paragraph 14.


	“Bioenergy is experiencing a surge in interest stemming from a combination of factors:  greater recognition of its current role and future potential contribution as a modern fuel; its availability, versatility, and sustainability; its global and local environmental benefits; and the development and entrepreneurial opportunities.  Significant technological advances and knowledge have recently accumulated on many aspects of biomass energy.  However, despite these advantages and advances, bionergy still faces many barriers stemming from economic, institutional and some technical factors.”

United Nations Economic and Social Council, Committee on New and Renewable Sources of Energy and on Energy for Development, Renewable sources of energy with special emphasis on biomass: Progress and Policies Report of the Secretary-General, Document E/C.13/1996/CRP.1, Summary introduction.

	Carbon Dioxide
	UN General Assembly. Nineteenth special session.

Resolution Adopted by the General Assembly (A/S-19/29). Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21. 19 September 1997. Paragraph 47 (g).

UN Commission on Sustainable Development.
Eighth session. Preliminary views and suggestions on the preparations for the 10-year review of the implementation of the outcome of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development. Report of the Secretary-General. 24 April-5 May 2000. Paragraph 6 (f).

UN Economic and Social Council. Committee on New and Renewable Sources of Energy and on Energy for Development. Second session. New York, 12-23 February 1996. Efficient use of energy and materials: progress and policies. Report of the Secretary-General. Paragraph II.

United Nations Economic and Social Council. Committee for Development Planning. Report on the Twenty-Ninth session. 12-14 January 1994. Paragraph 168.


	“A colorless, odorless, non-poisonous gas that is a normal part of the ambient air. Carbon dioxide is a product of fossil fuel combustion.  Carbon dioxide is one of many gases whose accumulation in the atmosphere contributes to climate change.”

UNFCCC Glossary

	Climate Change
	UN General Assembly. Fifty-first session. Resolution Adopted by the General Assembly. Protection of global climate for present and future generations of mankind. 3 February 1997. Paragraph 6.

UN General Assembly. Fiftieth session. Resolution Adopted by the General Assembly. Protection of global climate for present and future generations of mankind. 16 February 1996. Paragraph 1.

UN Economic and Social Council. Economic and Social Council. Commission on Sustainable Development. Eighth session. 24 April-5 May 2000. Integrated planning and management of land resources. Report of the Secretary-General. Paragraph F.

UN Economic and Social Council. Commission on Sustainable Development. Eighth session. 24 April-5 May 2000. Integrated planning and management of land resources. Report of the Secretary-General. Paragraph 2.


	“A change of climate which is attributed directly or indirectly to human activity that alters the composition of the global atmosphere and which is in addition to natural climate variability observed over comparable time periods.”

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) (1992), Article 1, Paragraph 2.

	Energy Consumption
	UN General Assembly. Fifty-sixth session. Report of the Secretary-General. Concrete action being taken for the promotion of new renewable sources of energy, including the implementation of the World Solar Programme. 1996-2005. 2 July 2001. Paragraph 10.

UN General Assembly. Fifty-fifth session. Report of the Secretary-General. Capital Master Plan. 28 June 2000. Paragraph 35.

UN Economic and Social Council. Commission on Sustainable Development. Eighth session. 24 April-5 May 2000. Financial resources and mechanisms. Report of the Secretary-General. Paragraph 68.

UN Economic and Social Council. Commission of Population and Development. Thirty-fourth session. 2-6 April 2001. Report of the Secretary-General. Concise report on world population monitoring 2001: population, environment and development. Paragraph 22.
	“Because energy consumption is a function of economic growth and level of development, energy consumption is distributed unequally in the world. Although their share has been falling, developed market economies, constituting one fifth of the world’s population, consume almost 60 per cent of the world’s primary energy.”

United Nations Economic and Social Council, Commission on Population and Development, Thirty-fourth session, 2-6 April 2001, Follow-up actions to the recommendations of the International Conference on Population and Development, Document E/CN.9/2001/2, Paragraph 22.

	Energy Development
	UN General Assembly. Fifty-second session. Environment and sustainable development: Implementation of the outcome of the Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States. Report of the Secretary-General. Paragraph 2.

UN General Assembly. Fifty-fifth session. 23 June 2000. Promoting of new and renewal sources of energy, including the implementation of the World Solar Programme 1996-2005.Report of Secretary-General. Paragraph 12.

UN Economic and Social Council. Substantive session of 1999 Geneva, 5-30 July 1999. Development of Africa: implementation of the recommendations in the report of the Secretary-General to the Security Council and the General Assembly, specifically the implementation and coordinated follow-up by the United Nations system of initiatives on Africa. Report of the Secretary-General. Paragraph 64.

UN General Assembly. Fifty-fifth session. Implementation of the United Nations New Agenda for the Development in Africa in the 1990s. Progress report of the Secretary General. 15 September 2000. Paragraph 94.
	“The necessary preconditions for sustainable development are: (i) avoidance of catastrophic events threatening the life support functions of the Earth, including irreversible changes, and (ii) provision of the means and capabilities for present and future generations to satisfy their basic needs and giving them the possibilities to make choices about their lives beyond basic needs, including the capacity to adapt to changing social, economic and environmental conditions. This means the transference of increased knowledge and knowhow, technology and capital from the present to future generations. These transfers are compensation for the use of resources by current and past generations.  For sustainable energy development this implies making sufficient energy services available to every citizen of the planet now and in the future so that basic human needs can be satisfied.  However, because the current energy system predominantly relies on fossil fuel use this involves consuming resources.  In order to compensate future generations for the consumption of depletable energy resources energy systems need to become more efficient, have a larger portfolio of technologies and options to choose from, and have drastically lower environmental impacts at all levels from local to global.”

United Nations Economic and Social Council, Committee on New and Renewable Sources of Energy and on Energy for Development, Second session, New York, 12 - 23 February 1996, Document E/C.13/1996/1, Title 3:  Energy and Sustainable Development.



	Energy Efficiency
	UN Economic and Social Council General Assembly. 5 July-1 August 2000. Fifty-fifth session. Draft text for an international development strategy for the first decade of the new millennium.  Report of the Secretary General. Paragraph 98.

UN General Assembly. Fifty-sixth session. 24 April 2001. Proposed programme budget for the biennium 2002-2003. for the  Paragraph 17.43 (iii).

UN Economic and Social Council. Committee on New and Renewable Sources of Energy and on Energy for Development. Report on the second session. 12-23 February 1996. Paragraph 21.

UN Economic and Social Council. Commision on Sustainable Development. Report on the eighth session. 30 April 1999 and 24 April-5 May 2000. Paragraph 11.

General Assembly. Fifty-sixth session. 10 July 2001. Environment and sustainable development. Document A/56/170 Paragraph 57

Economic and Social Council. Ad Hoc Open-ended Intergovernmental Group of Experts on Energy and Sustainable Development. Second session. New York, 26 February- 2 March 2001. Document E/CN.17/ESD/2001/L.1. Paragraph 6 (g)

	“The General Assembly (…( (e(ncourages national and regional initiatives on new and renewable energies to promote access to energy, including new and renewable sources of energy, for the poorest and to improve energy efficiency and conservation by resorting to a mix of available technologies, taking into full account the provisions of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation concerning energy for sustainable development.”

Resolution 60/199 adopted by the United Nations General Assembly (A/RES/60/199), Promotion of new and renewable sources of energy, including the implementation of the World Solar Programme, Paragraph 5.

	Environmentally Sound Technologies
	Commission on Sustainable Development. Sixth session. 20 April-1 May 1998. Background Paper No. 20. Paragraph 1. 

Commission on the Status of Women. CSW - Report of the forty-first session. Document E/1997/27. Paragraph 27.

Transfer of Environmentally Sound Technologies to Support Sustainable Forest Management. New York, June 1998.

UN General Assembly. Forty-seventh session.

29 January 1993. Agenda item 79. Document A/47/719. Paragraph 5(a).

Economic and Social Council. Report of the Intergovernmental Forum on Forests on its First session. New York, 1-3 October 1997. Document E/CN.17/IFF/1997/4. Paragraph 7, category 2(c).


	Environmentally sound technologies protect the environment, are less polluting, use all resources in a more sustainable manner, recycle more of their wastes and products, and handle residual wastes in a more acceptable manner than the technologies for which they were substitutes.

Agenda 21 Transfer of environmentally sound technology, cooperation and capacity-building, Chapter 34, Paragraph 1.

	Geothermal Energy
	Economic and Social Council. Commission on Sustainable Development. Ninth session. 16-27 April 2001. Document E/CN.17/2001/6/Add.2. Paragraph 34.

Committee on New and Renewable Sources of Energy and on Energy for Development. Report on the second session. 12-23 February 1996. Document E/1996/24 E/C.13/1996/8. Paragraph 19, Chapter 3.

General Assembly. Fifty-fifth session. Supplement No. 31 (A/55/31). Paragraph 81.


	Heat transferred from the earth's molten core to under-ground deposits of dry steam (steam with no water droplets), wet steam (a mixture of steam and water droplets), hot water, or rocks lying fairly close to the earth's surface.

UNFCCC Glossary

	Greenhouse Gases 
	Economic and Social Council. Commission on Sustainable Development. Eighth session. 24 April-5 May 2000. Document E/CN.17/2000/6. Paragraph 6.

General Assembly. 70th plenary meeting. 6 December 1988. Document A/RES/43/53. Paragraph 3 (introduction).

Commission on Sustainable Development. Sixth session. 20 April-1 May 1998. Paragraph 23.

General Assembly. Fifty-second session. 1997. Document A/52/175. Paragraph 13.

	“Gaseous constituents of the atmosphere, both natural and anthropogenic, that absorb and re-emit infrared radiation.”

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) (1992), Article 1, Paragraph 5

	Long-term Sustainability
	Department of Economic and Social Affairs. United Nations

Division for Sustainable Development. Measuring Changes in Consumption and Production Patterns. Background Paper for the Workshop on Indicators for Changing Consumption and Production Patterns. New York, 2-3 March 1998. Paragraph 2.3.

Commission on Population and Development. Twenty-ninth session. 26 February-1 March 1996. Document E/CN.9/1996/5. Paragraph 32(b).

Economic and Social Council. Substantive session of 1999. Geneva, 5-30 July 1999. Document A/54/134-E/1999/85. Paragraph 53.

UN General Assembly. 26 September 2000. Document A/55/422. Paragraph 21.


	“Energy is an area of particular concern not only in terms of pollution and CO2 emissions, but also from the point of view of long term sustainability for future economic development. The current patterns of production and consumption of energy are particularly inequitable in light of the fact that populations in the vast parts of the world still lack access to adequate energy services, relying solely on inferior biomass fuels which produce serious environmental and health impacts. Integrated policy debate and action to address all aspects of the energy problem and all sources of energy in the context of sustainable development are necessary both at the national level and within the United Nations.”

Overall review and appraisal of the implementation of Agenda 21, Letter from the Permanent Representative of Japan to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, Document A/S-19/10, Paragraph 7.

	Millennium Development Goals 
	UN General Assembly. 6 September 2001. Document A/56/326. Paragraph 11, Section 3.

UN General Assembly. 11 July 2001. Document A/56/173. Paragraph 15.

UN Economic and Social Council. 10 May 2002. Document E/2002/62. Paragraph 10.

UN Economic and Social Council. 18 April 2001. Document E/2001/45. Paragraph 4.


	MDGs, were set by world leaders in 2000 as time bound and measurable goals.  The eight goals adopted include:  (1) eradicate extreme poverty and hunger; (2) achieve universal primary education; (3) promote gender equality and empower women; (4) reduce child mortality; (5) improve maternal health; (6) combat HIV/AIDS and other diseases; (7) ensure environmental sustainability; (8) develop a global partnership for development.

	Renewable Energy
	UN General Assembly. 23 June 2000. Document A/55/91. Paragraph 2. 

UN Economic and Social Council. Commission on Sustainable Development. Eighth session. 24 April-5 May 2000. Document E/CN.17/2000/2.  Paragraph 62.

UN General Assembly. 13 December 2001. Document A/56/561/Add.7. Paragraph 2.

UN Economic and Social Council. Commission on Sustainable Development. Eighth session. 24 April-5 May 2000. Document E/CN.17/2000/5. Paragraph 23.


	“The General Assembly (…( (e(mphasizing that the increased use and promotion of all forms of new and renewable energy for sustainable development, including solar-thermal, photovoltaic, biomass, wind, hydro, tidal, ocean and geothermal forms, could make a significant contribution towards the achievement of sustainable development and the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals, (…(”

Resolution 60/199 adopted by the United Nations General Assembly (A/RES/60/199), Promotion of new and renewable sources of energy, including the implementation of the World Solar Programme, Introductory paragraph.

	Solar Energy
	UN General Assembly. 13 December 2001. Document A/56/561/Add.7. Paragraph 2.

UN General Assembly.  23 June 2000. Document A/55/91. Paragraph 18.

General Assembly. 2 July 2001. Document A/56/129. Paragraph 10.

Document General Assembly. Fifty-fourth session. 10 June 1999. Document E/1999/72 - A/54/130. Paragraph 30.


	“Direct radiant energy from the sun.  It also includes indirect forms of energy such as wind, falling or flowing water (hydropower), ocean thermal gradients, and biomass, which are produced when direct solar energy interact with the earth.”

UNFCCC Glossary

	Sustainable Development
	Economic and Social Council. Commission on Sustainable Development. Eighth session. 24 April-5 May 2000. Document E/CN.17/2000/6/ Add.3. Paragraph 12.

Economic and Social Council. Commission on Sustainable Development. Eighth session. 24 April-5 May 2000. Document E/CN.17/2000/7/Add.1. Paragraph 10.

General Assembly. Fifty-fifth session. Environment and sustainable development: Implementation of Agenda 21 and the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21. Document A/55/95. Paragraph 2.

Economic and Social Council. Commission on Sustainable Development. Eighth session. 24 April-5 May 2000. Document E/CN.17/2000/3. Paragraph 1.


	“Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”

World Commission on Environment and Development (also known as the Brundtland Commission) (1987)
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�.	This reference list of energy terms has been compiled by the Department of Sustainable Development of the OAS/GS. The GS/OAS encourages the Member States to submit any additions or changes they deem necessary.


�.	The list of sources is intended to be illustrative rather than comprehensive, and refers only to terms in multilateral statements.


�.	The examples provided are intended to show agreed-upon usage. The examples are illustrative rather than exhaustive.





