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PREAMBLE

BEARING IN MIND the Charter of the Organization of American States, the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, the American Convention on Human Rights, the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, “Protocol of San Salvador,” and the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities;

EMPHASIZING that the member state of the Organization of American States have addressed the subject of persons with disabilities in various resolutions, including resolutions AG/RES. 1249 (XXIII-O/93) and AG/RES. 1356 (XXV-O/95), “Situation of Persons with Disabilities in the American Hemisphere,” and AG/RES. 1369 (XXVI-O/96), “Panama Commitment to Persons with Disabilities in the American Hemisphere,” and in various declarations, such as the Declaration of Managua of 1993 and the Declaration of Panama of 2005, issued at the Fourth Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Association of Caribbean States;

BEARING IN MIND ALSO that, in the international sphere, a number of instruments have been adopted that set down guidelines relating to disability, deal with assistance to persons with disabilities, and establish their rights, such as the Declaration on the Rights of Mentally Retarded Persons (1971), the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons (1975), the World Program of Action concerning Disabled Persons (1982), Principles for the Protection of Persons with Mental Illnesses and the Improvement of Mental Health Care (1991), the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (1993), the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006), and conventions and recommendations of the International Labor Organization and agreements and resolutions emanating from UNESCO and the Pan American and World Health Organizations, among them the resolution of May 25, 2005, adopted by the 58th World Health Assembly, “Disability, including prevention, management, and rehabilitation, in the context of the right to enjoy the highest level of health attainable and other related rights;”

RECALLING the proclamation of 1981 as the International Year of Disabled Persons; the Proclamation of the International Day of Disabled Persons (1992); the Final Report of the Special Rapporteur of the Commission for Social Development on monitoring the implementation of the Standard Rules for the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (1996); and the resolution of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, “The Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities”; 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that, in the Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas (Mar del Plata, November 2005), the Heads of State and Government instructed the Organization of American States to consider adopting a Declaration of the Decade of the Americas for  Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016), with a Program of Action, and that the General Assembly of the OAS, meeting in Santo Domingo, in the Dominican Republic, in June 2006, adopted such a declaration and requested the establishment of a Working Group charged with preparing a Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for  the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016), for adoption during the thirty-seventh regular session of the OAS General Assembly;
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