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Esteemed permanent representatives,
Mr. Secretary General,
Mr. Assistant Secretary General,
Alternate representatives,

Permanent observers,

Staff of the Organization of American States,

Ladies and gentlemen:
Let us recall for a moment the conflagration that Nobel Laureate Pablo Neruda described in one of his poetic works:
“Y una mañana todo estaba ardiendo

y una mañana las hogueras

salían de la tierra

devorando seres,

y desde entonces fuego,

pólvora desde entonces,

y desde entonces sangre”.

“And one morning all that was burning,
one morning the bonfires
leapt out of the earth
devouring human beings – 
and from then on fire,
gunpowder from then on,
and from then on blood.”

translated from the Spanish by Nathaniel Tarn
What a terrible premonition this universal man of letters had.  His words are as timely today as they are foreboding, as nature itself is in the grips of painful mutations, forced upon her by an irrational consumption-oriented development model.

The alarms are sounding.  A global climate change, of unknown consequences, is underway.  The temperature on the planet has risen to its highest levels in thousands of years, exacting a terrible toll on all living beings and ecosystems.
This was the warning sounded by a United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in its first assessment this year, titled:  “Climate Change 2007:  The Physical Science Basis.”
Contamination has reached levels that are incompatible with human life.  Greenhouse gases are the main cause of global warming. Recent scientific studies have shown that by the end of this century, the average global temperature will have risen anywhere from 1.4 to 5.8 degrees Centigrade.  The areas hardest hit within our Hemisphere will be the Amazon region and the Arctic regions. 

Natural and anthropogenic disasters are multiplying in every corner of the world, and are hitting the developing countries hard.  The poor (whom Frank Fanon called the “Wretched of the Earth”) are the chief victims of these disasters. 
The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change presented its second assessment this year at the International Conference on Global Warming, held in Brussels just four days ago, on April 6, 2007.  It stated categorically that: 

It is the poorest of the poor in the world, and this includes poor people even in prosperous societies, who are going to be the worst hit.  People who are poor are least able to adapt to climate change.
Small wonder, then, that 96% of the deaths caused by natural and anthropogenic disasters have been poor people living in developing countries, as revealed in the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction.  Over two thousand natural disasters have caused the death of close to a million people in the last 16 years. 
In its report, the UN Intergovernmental Panel state that 30 percent of all known species will become extinct; drought and melting will leave a billion people without access to freshwater, and hundreds of millions are already condemned to flooding as the sea level rises. 

Hurricanes, floods, landslides, deforestation, and forest fires wreak terrible havoc in the world.  No country in our Hemisphere is spared these threats. 

In our region, the Caribbean countries are those hardest hit by the hurricanes that slam into their shores year after year, threatening their safety and posing an impediment to their development potentials.
With the human species facing such a calamity, what role is the OAS called upon to play?
We believe that the topic of climate change and its consequences should figure at the very center of the inter-American agenda.  Accordingly, we are proposing to all the countries gathered here in this forum that resolution AG/RES. 2184 (XXXVI-O/06), titled “Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, and Assistance in Natural and Other Disaster Situations,” be renewed with greater energy and resolve.

The United Nations Declaration on the Right to Development asserts that “The right to development is an inalienable human right by virtue of which every human person and all peoples are entitled to participate in, contribute to, and enjoy economic, social, cultural and political development, in which all human rights and fundamental freedoms can be fully realized.”
The Declaration further recognizes that civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights are interdependent, indivisible, universal, and equal in importance and, accordingly must enjoy equal protection.  The OAS’ approach should be akin to that of the United Nations.

The OAS should also harness all its institutional potential to make the right to development a reality since, as various United Nations reports point out, ours is the continent where the disparities are most pronounced.
The OAS needs to embark upon an in-depth examination of the right to development and of the need to recognize the universality and indivisibility of human rights.  Accordingly, we are proposing a Dialogue between the OAS Permanent Council and the Human Rights Council of the United Nations. 

Poverty is demeaning to the human condition and weakens the underlying principles of democracy and its institutions; it is a source of conflict and instability.  Injustice, inequality and discrimination are also causes of instability within our hemisphere.  If our democracies fail to deliver social justice in our countries, then democracy will collapse. 

Eradicating poverty and inequality must be priority objectives for all the OAS countries.  Innovative and progressive social policies are needed immediately, bearing in mind successful experiences in cooperation in our Hemisphere.
Our peoples are demanding that the quality of democracy be enhanced.  To achieve genuine democracy, all human rights and fundamental freedoms must be guaranteed.  Our own Inter-American Democratic Charter recognizes political and civil rights.  But now the OAS is committed to approving the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, so that economic, social, and cultural rights may also be recognized.
The OAS Secretary General is quite right in stating that approving the Social Charter of the Americas is “one way to advance social citizenry and strengthen democracy.”
The Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela has proposed that once the negotiations on the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action have concluded, a special session of the OAS General Assembly be held in Venezuela to approve these instruments.
No resources or effort should be spared in waging the fight against poverty.  If it is to be able to implement the Social Charter of the Americas and the Plan of Action, the OAS must be endowed with extraordinary resources, separate from those provided in the Regular Fund.  To that end, the Chair of the Permanent Council will begin consultations with the representatives of all the states.
The hopes of the Haitian people rest with all the countries of the OAS.  Partnership with this sister country in the Caribbean must be brought to its full economic and social potential.  The Chair of the Permanent Council is proposing that the OAS declare Haiti to be the utmost priority in the area of cooperation within the Hemisphere.
A healthy debate on the subject of Energy for Sustainable Development is set for the upcoming session of the OAS General Assembly in Panama. 

The question that needs to be answered is this:  Can energy be used to achieve sustainable, endogenous and sovereign development, or will it instead compound our countries’ external debt and reliance on foreign energy? 
Can energy be used to eliminate poverty and improve our peoples’ standard of living, or will it instead exacerbate inequality and enrich private multinational enterprise?
The Chair of the Permanent Council is proposing that a humanistic approach be taken when addressing this issue.  Energy cooperation and integration, based on principles of solidarity, complementarity, and reciprocity, can be useful tools with which to attack poverty, achieve our peoples’ economic and social development, and build democratic societies with social justice and equity.
Our countries can build up their strengths and reduce their vulnerabilities.  More than 80% of the oil and gas reserves in our Hemisphere are in Latin America.  Venezuela has the largest proven oil reserves in the world; it ranks fifth in the world in gas reserves and first in the Hemisphere.  This is an enormous potential ready to serve our peoples. 

The most vulnerable countries in our region, those that have no hydrocarbons, must have the kind of fair, equitable and universal energy access that will enable them to achieve their full development, for their people’s benefit.
Energy integration builds integral development and fosters social justice in the countries of this Hemisphere.
Accordingly, we must support and applaud initiatives intended to achieve regional energy cooperation, such as PETROCARIBE, PETROSUR, the Great Gas Pipeline of the South, the Trans-Caribbean Gas Pipeline, the Caracas Energy Agreement and the San José Accord, among others, which are currently successfully underway.
The States have a sovereign right over their natural resources and the power to determine the means they deem best to get energy and to ensure that the public interest prevails.
The price of energy must be fair to the producer and reasonable for the consumer.  Given that fact, the factors that distort energy costs, which mainly favor the masters of the world economy, have to be examined.
Patterns of energy consumption have to be changed and energy use must be ethical, efficient and equitable.  At the same time, cooperative programs and activities on how to save energy and use it efficiently need to be encouraged.

It is not a question of demonizing one form of energy and endorsing another.  Let us advocate sustainable development of renewable alternative energies, including biofuels.  Let us also promote environmentally friendly use of fossil fuels, which will, for decades to come, continue to play a dominant role in the world’s energy supply. 

Agricultural, social, and environmental concerns must be accommodated in the production and use of biofuels so as not to place our peoples’ food security at risk.
The First South American Energy Summit, scheduled to be held in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela on April 16 and 17, 2007, will bring together the heads of state and of government of twelve countries of this Hemisphere:  Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay and Venezuela. 

The South American leaders will be discussing oil, gas, biofuels, energy balances, alternative sources of energy, and petrochemicals.  They will also evaluate successful experiences.  The results of this Summit should be echoed in Declaration of Panama – Energy for Sustainable Development.”
During our term as Chair of the Permanent Council, we will be pushing forward an interactive dialogue on the topic “Energy for Sustainable Development,” and will organize a special meeting of this body for that purpose. 
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Again I say, the OAS must move ahead with an in-depth conceptual and institutional transformation.
It needs to move beyond the ideological influences of the Cold War, and promote dialogue and cooperation with all countries of the Hemisphere, without exception.
The OAS must be an open forum for free and unbiased discussion of the new development paradigms and foster dialogue on the calamitous consequences of neoliberalism and the Washington Consensus. 
The OAS must reflect the progressive changes that are occurring in the Hemisphere.
It must get in step with the modern philosophical and political doctrines, breathe new life into its discourse and move toward an integral and multidimensional definition of democracy and human rights. 

These are topics that the OAS should reflect upon.

During our term as Chair of the Permanent Council, we will work in concert with all the delegations, so that the OAS may reflect the best interests of the peoples of America.
Our efforts must be focused on human kind’s hopes for redemption.  Let us reclaim its place at the center of the universe.  Now is the time for humanity to be reborn, at one with mother earth and the embodiment of nature and the universe.  Free men and women who think and act as masters of their own destiny, choosing for and by themselves what direction they will take.
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