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TO THE OAS
II.2.E8.D-OEA.10-232

The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) and has the honor to submit herewith its preliminary observations on the Draft Agenda for the Round Table with Civil Society and the Special Meeting of the CISC: Energy for Development (document CP/CISC-316/07).

The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela avails itself of this opportunity to express to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), the renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., March 28, 2007

Committee on Inter-American Summits Management

  and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC)

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

DRAFT AGENDA FOR THE ROUND TABLE WITH CIVIL SOCIETY AND THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT 
AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES (CISC): 
“ENERGY FOR DEVELOPMENT”
EXPLANATORY NOTE

At the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS), the member states of the Organization reaffirmed, in resolution AG/RES. 2172 (XXXVI-O/06), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process,” their willingness to implement concrete actions designed to achieve the effective participation of civil society in the Summits process and the OAS.

Moreover, they instructed the General Secretariat to continue, in coordination with all organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, to facilitate implementation of the Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.”


Accordingly, the Summits Secretariat of the OAS General Secretariat will hold the “Round Table with Civil Society” in preparation for the Special Meeting of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC):  “Energy for Development” and in fulfillment of Permanent Council resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  The purpose of the Round Table is to foster debate and an exchange of views among civil society organizations that are implementing OAS resolutions and working in areas related to items on the inter-American agenda, to afford them an opportunity to articulate and compile their recommendations and suggestions.


The special meeting of the CISC will take place after the Round Table to enable the civil society organizations to submit to member states their recommendations and suggestions on items on the hemispheric agenda. Likewise, the member states, the OAS General Secretariat and civil society will exchange views on the central theme and on the dialogue they will hold at the thirty-seventh regular session of the OAS General Assembly.


To that end, the Summits Secretariat hereby presents to the member states of the Organization for consideration this draft agenda for the Round Table with Civil Society and the Special Meeting of the CISC: “Energy for Development,” to be held on April 17 and 18, 2007, at OAS headquarters. 
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DRAFT AGENDA

Round Table with Civil Society and Special Meeting of the CISC: 
“Energy for Development”

April 17 and 18, 2007

Padilha Vidal Room

1889 F Street N.W., Washington, D.C.
The central theme for the thirty-sixth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, to be held in Panama City, Republic of Panama, from June 3 to 5, 2007, will be “Energy for Development.” As is customary, The ministers of foreign affairs of the Americas will discuss and adopt a strategy for cooperation among member states on the use and development of energy resources in the region and its ties to economic growth and sustainable development in the Americas.

The foreign ministers will also discuss and adopt resolutions on various topics on the inter-American agenda, such as democratic governance, promotion and protection of human rights, follow-up to the Fourth Summit of the Americas, economic and social development, hemispheric security, the situation of children, the fight against corruption, strengthening of democracy, and conflict resolution and crisis management.  

For that reason, on April 17 and 18, 2007, the Summits Secretariat will hold the Round Table with Civil Society and the special meeting of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC): “Challenges on the Hemispheric Agenda:  Energy for Development.” On April 18, civil social representatives will have the opportunity to engage in dialogue with the OAS member states at the Special Meeting of the CISC.  During that meeting, civil society representatives will make recommendations drawn up in the working groups and adopted at the Round Table which will serve as a basis for the dialogue of foreign ministers, the OAS Secretary General, and civil society representatives at the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly.  They will also make comments and suggestions on the Round Table topic.

The purpose of the Round Table with Civil Society is to foster debate and the exchange of views among civil society organizations that are actively implementing OAS resolutions and working work in areas related to items on the inter-American agenda, to afford them an opportunity to articulate and compile their recommendations and suggestions.  In that regard, the Round Table with Civil Society is intended not only to enhance current relations among civil society, democracy, and the OAS, but also to bolster civil society resources in the participation, implementation, and monitoring allow civil society to participate in the monitoring of implementation of the mandates adopted in the Declarations and Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas.
Subjects for discussion:
· Energy for development

· Good governance and promotion of democracy

· Promotion and protection of human rights

· Hemispheric security
NOTE: The delegation of Venezuela requests that the agenda for the Round Table with Civil Society be as agreed by the member states and the Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert Ramdin, i.e., that the recommendations and the dialogue between civil society and the heads of delegation, within the framework of this OAS General Assembly session, should focus solely on the central topic of the Assembly, which is “Energy for Sustainable Development.”

Pertinent documents:

1. Draft Declaration of Panama*
2. Inter-American Democratic Charter 

3. Declaration on Security in the Americas

4. Declaration of Mar de l Plata and Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas

5. Civil society recommendations 2002-2006

NOTE: The delegation of Venezuela requests distribution of the consolidated Draft Declaration of Panama, which includes the proposals of all delegations on the draft.
Participants:

· Representatives of civil society organizations and networks

· Permanent and alternate representatives of the member states
· Staff of the OAS General Secretariat

NOTE:  The Mission of Venezuela requested that civil society organizations working in the environmental, social, and economic areas be invited, since these three sectors are the central focus of sustainable development.
April 17, 2007
8:30 a.m.

Registration
9:00-9:30 a.m.

Welcoming remarks
Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Panama to the OAS, and host of the thirty-seventh regular session of the OAS General Assembly

Ambassador Marina Valère, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS, and Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC)

9:30-9:45 a.m.

Introduction 
Ambassador Carmen Marina Gutiérrez, Director, Summits Secretariat, OAS

9:45 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Dialogue between the OAS Secretary General and representatives of civil society organizations 
12:30-2:00 p.m.
Lunch
2:00-5:00 p.m.
Working groups
1. Energy for development 

(Including sustainable development, growth with equity, tourism, job creation, and the fight against poverty)
Moderator(s):
NOTE: The delegation of Venezuela requests that this topic be considered only within the framework of the Round Table with civil society.  It could be considered from three distinct perspectives:

1. Energy for economic development of our peoples (this panel can consider the topic of cooperation and energy integration, economic growth with equity and social inclusion, access to energy, etc.);

2. Energy for social development of our peoples (this panel may consider the use of energy as a tool for the eradication of poverty, for socially just societies, etc.);
3. Energy for environmental conservation (this panel may consider the adverse effects of climate change, pollution caused by fuel combustion, the use of clean technologies, etc.)
2. Good governance and promotion of democracy 

(Including citizen participation, electoral processes, transparency and the fight against corruption, and access to justice)

Moderator(s):
3. Promotion and protection of human rights 

(Including migrants, persons of African descent, indigenous peoples, women, children, and persons with disabilities)

Moderator(s):
4. Hemispheric security and the fight against terrorism 

(Including transnational organized crime, gangs, drug control, weapons, and the administration of justice)
Moderator(s):
April 18, 2007

9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
Outcome of the working group deliberations and preparatory meeting for the Special Meeting of the CISC
ORDER OF BUSINESS

Special Meeting of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC): “Challenges on the Hemispheric Agenda:
Energy for Development”
April 18, 2007

Padilha Vidal Room

1889 F Street N.W., Washington, D.C.
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The Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) is coordinating OAS activities in support of the Summits of the Americas process as well as activities relating to its follow-up.  The CISC also requests and receives inputs from civil society organizations regarding their participation in the Summits process and promotes stronger ties between civil society organizations and OAS political bodies.

To ensure continuity in following up on the mandates entrusted to it, the CISC has included in its Work Plan of Action a special meeting–a meeting that not only will be open to civil society but also will call for open dialogue between the member states and civil society representatives. The special meeting will afford civil society representatives a unique opportunity to engage in dialogue with members of the CISC on the inter-American agenda. 

1.
Welcoming remarks

· Ambassador Marina Valère, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS and Chair of the CISC

· Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS

2.
Presentation of civil society recommendations adopted at the Round Table with Civil Society, “Energy for Development”

3.
Other statements by civil society representatives on the theme for the thirty-seventh regular session of the OAS General Assembly: “Energy for Development”
4.
Statements by OAS member states

5.
Closing remarks

-
Ambassador Marina Valère, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS and Chair of the CISC
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