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Excellency,


I have the honor to address Your Excellency in connection with the special meeting of the Permanent Council on “Childhood, Identity, and Citizenship in the Americas.”
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Mariclaire Acosta Urquidi

Director
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His Excellency

Ambassador Jorge Valero Briceño

Chair of the Permanent Council 
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In March 2007, the Permanent Council, at the request of its Chair, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, convened a special session of the Permanent Council to consider the subject, “Childhood, Identity and Citizenship in the Americas.”

The objective of this session was to make the member states aware that, beginning at birth, children should enjoy the right to identity and, as a result, the later exercise of citizenship in its civil, political and social dimensions.

OPENING SESSION

Ambassador Flores presented the proposed agenda in document CP/OD-1583/07 rev. 4, which was approved without changes. She then directed the attention of those present by pointing out that the protection of children and the enjoyment of their rights has enormous significance, since these are the foundations on which the future of individuals is built.  She referred to normative and legal instruments that regulate the rights of the children, particularly the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which protects the right to the identity, recognizes that all children have the right to a name, to be registered immediately after their birth, to acquire a nationality, and to know their parents and be cared for by them.  The Council Chair also stated that the exercise of the right to identity has as many important consequences to the individual as it does to a society as a whole by enabling subsequent access to health, education, the exercise of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, and ultimately to civic participation.  

Ambassador Flores proposed that the Permanent Council study the possibility of requesting a consultative opinion from the Inter-American Court of Human Rights that would explain the terms by which the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights recognizes and applies the right of all children to their identity. Such an action would further strengthen the inter-American system and encourage the goal of universal registration in the region.

Next the Secretary General of the Organization of American States (OAS) spoke:  Dr. Insulza congratulated the Council Chair for the initiative, indicating that the lack of an identity document and of identity itself are obstacles in the life of millions of citizens of the hemisphere.  He indicated that the failure to protect children is linked to the lack of identity, which put children in conditions that limit their capacity to exercise full citizenship and makes them vulnerable to illegal adoption and sexual exploitation among others abuses.  

The Secretary General noted the correlation between failure to register to inequality, poverty and access to the justice.  For example, there are countries where 25 per cent of women who are victims of violence are unable to access the justice system because they lack identity documents.  For the same reason, the poorest groups in society are unable to gain access to any benefit or program.  

He pointed out that birth registration in the Americas is a fundamental subject that should become a substantive theme of social action through cooperation with other institutions with which the OAS has signed agreements, such as the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF).

PRESENTATIONS BY EXPERT PANELISTS

AND STRUCTURE OF THE MEETING

The session consisted of three panels in which recognized experts on the right to identity, the operations of civil registries and the relationship between identity and citizenship presented various points of view.  

Following each panel, a review of the most significant concepts offered by the panelists is presented as well as statements by representatives of the member states.  

Panel I: Protection of Children
a. Dr. John Biehl del Río, Interim Director, Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) – Uruguay
Dr. Biehl expressed the interest of the IIN to spread the value of the right to the identity and emphasized following the points:

· Birth registration is crucial to the life of children, since it is the starting point of the relationship between the individual and the state.  It is also the recognition of their existence and the acceptance of responsibility so that the young benefit of their rights through life. 

· Not recognizing the right to identity is reflected in numerous violations of the rights of individuals. Birth registration must be linked to true social responsibility. The absence of universal registry moves us away from achieving the U.N.’s Millennium Goals, makes planning more difficult and encourages abuse. Everything is affected when the right to identity is not recognized and birth registration does not take place. The lack of registration complicates and violates the conventions to which OAS member states have agreed.

· Studies by the IDB, UNICEF and the IIN indicate that under-registration occurs unevenly and there is more than one prescription to address under-registration.  The important thing is that each strategy needs to match the specific conditions in each country.

· Birth registration is the beginning of a citizen alliance to launch new opportunities and allow millions of children to avoid exclusion. Therefore, democracy and tolerance will become stronger requirements for governance.

Before ending his presentation, Dr. Biehl introduced the new Director of the Inter-American Children’s Institute, Mrs. María de los Dolores Marmolejo, who urged additional efforts and work in a coordinated way to promote the participation of children as holders of rights, participating in their own development as agents of their own changes.

b. Dr. Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (CIDH) – Brazil

Dr. Pinheiro emphasized that it is not accidental that the Western Hemisphere has such a high percentage of undocumented children. This phenomenon is related to the situation of children and adolescents as citizens. The strongest points of his presentation were:

· There is a gap between rhetoric and real actions that motivate states to comply with the Convention on the Rights of the Child, including in the countries that have ratified it and those applying it principles. This indicates the lack of effective application of the Convention.

· In the hemisphere, we deal with children as if they were “mini citizens with mini rights.” The failure to register and under-registration responds to discriminatory treatment and the fact that we do not recognize the children as valid participants, which entails to non-recognition of citizenship and affects the possibility of participating in society.

· We must identify ways for children to have representation, such as, for example, a parliament in which their voices are heard. Dr. Pinheiro appealed to the governments of the hemisphere in this sense, indicating that in this way democracy will advance.

· We must adopt rules to preclude violence against children. The first recommendation in this sense is to stimulate their participation. It is essential to improve the protection against violence and create mechanisms by which children can have a venue to address their protests. The countries must rely on an exclusive venue to address children rights and protection, tasks that cannot be dealt with if registration does not exist.

· It would be also very important to rely upon on a complete catalogue of the data that recognizes the problems that adolescents have today. Democracy must take this into account; non-violence must be a requirement of democracy. Society has right to security, which is imperiled by the way that we treat our adolescents.

c. Dr. Mark Steinbeck, Assistant Chief of the Regional Delegation of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in the United States and Canada - Washington, D.C.

Dr. Steinbeck referred to the specific condition of children affected by armed conflicts. He emphasized that, unfortunately, children continue to be victims of adult wars, being enlisted in armed conflicts, forced to leave their homes and separated of their families. He also described the role of ICRC and especially referred to the following themes:

· The ICRC mission is to protect the life and dignity of child participants in armed conflicts and internal violence. ICRC has made important contributions in the amplification of international legal norms (such as the Convention on Rights of the Child and its Protocol on the use of children in armed conflicts) and making their provisions known among governments. 

· Dr. Steinbeck described training and educational programs provided to armed groups, soldiers, security forces and young people.  ICRC promotes reunions of children and young people separated from their birth families by conflict and organize with other institutions the search for children who have disappeared during conflicts.

· No action towards ending the participation of children in armed conflicts will be effective if there is not a joint cooperative action of all those involved. 

· He urged the adoption of the following measures: a) protect the unity and reunification of the family, especially through birth registration, noting that 40 per cent of the worldwide births are not registered; b) protect childhood and ensure that children do not join groups or armed forces, providing them care and education; and c) to act urgently to normalize the lives of all children who, now or in the past, have been involved with armed groups.

d. Nils Kastberg, Regional Director, UNICEF, Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean – Panama
Dr. Kastberg summarized the UN’s Millennium Goals and presented statistics that highlight the hemisphere’s current situation and the road that must be traveled to reach the goals by 2015. Among the data presented, Dr. Kastberg lamented that 42 percent of the hemisphere’s population is poor (of which 57 percent are young people), seven percent suffer from severe malnutrition and 16 percent suffer chronic undernourishment and that we are far from being able to count on universal and mandatory pre-school education. 

Dr. Kastberg also indicated that an issue that directly affects the accomplishment of the Millennium Goals is the level of public spending geared towards children. Although public investment on social programs such as Chile Solidario, Bolsa Escola and Opportunities has reduced the disparity between social groups, in many countries of the hemisphere the level of exclusion of the indigenous and persons of African descent, infant mortality and malnutrition rates remain very high.
Efforts to protect children and promote their participation in development are fruitless without registration, and Dr. Kastberg suggested that the next OAS General Assembly in Panama consolidate efforts to eliminate under-registration. 
He also referred to the importance of establishing collaborative efforts with the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), especially regarding Belize, Guyana and Suriname.
Dr. Kastberg thanked Paraguay for its offer to host the First Hemispheric Conference on Birth Registration, which will consider participation by indigenous leaders and those of African descendents, as well as civil society in general.
The panel’s Moderator, Ambassador Ellsworth I. A. John, Permanent Representative of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, congratulated the Chair of the Council and all of the panelists.  He expressed thanks to the OAS for its work in his country and other countries of the Caribbean and pointed out that several of them have benefited from OAS civil registry projects.

Panel II: Identity, the Door to Other Basic Rights

a. Carlos Anaya Moreno, Member of Latin American Council on Civil Registration, Identity and Vital Statistics (CLARCIEV) – Mexico
Dr. Anaya described three types of identity:  legal identity (who the person is), physical location identity (where the person lives) and physical identity (how the person is), which must be guaranteed by a single identity registry. He pointed out the importance of uniqueness, which means that a person has only one registration, distinct from all others, for which it is essential that a single institution be responsible.
The civil registry is one of the oldest and income-generating institutions of the region. Unfortunately, the fees being charged by the registry have become some sort of tax payment: only five percent of the funds collected at the civil registry return to the institution.
Dr. Anaya stated that registration should also be possible in hospitals and health centers.  Not only should we focus on birth registrations, but should also carry out simultaneous efforts to register adults who were never registered, especially unregistered women in outlying areas and where native people live. This process makes people feel like a member and part of the community, and promotes inclusion. 
Civil registration is with the individual throughout life. What matters about registration is not registration per se, but the person. It is essential to replace the ”business transaction” mentality with a new public service philosophy that puts people first and their rights at the center of a new public administration paradigm.
Dr. Anaya listed the basic conditions to guarantee the right to identity: free birth registration; free identity cards; civil registry modernization; implementation of information and communications technologies; establishment of a unique identity number for the population registry, use of mobile registration units to go remote places and reduce under-registration; civil registry units in hospitals and health centers, campaigns of continuous registration; international cooperation to register migrants, and exchange of best practices at the international level.
Finally, he described the objectives and activities of CLARCIEV and expressed its desire to incorporate more registration and identification institutions from OAS member states. 
b. Jacqueline Mazza, Senior Specialist, Department of Sustainable Development, Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) - Washington, D.C.

Dr. Mazza referred to a human rights based approach to development, pointing out that there ought to be a universal tradition of rights as opposed to right for the few, rooted in the colonial and slavery past of the Americas.  The right to identity opens the door to the exercise of other rights and permits our societies to build up social and human capital.  She emphasized the indivisibility and the interrelation of civil and political rights on one hand and economic rights on the other.
As far as the magnitude of under-registration, she mentioned sizeable differences between countries, as well as significant differences within the countries such as different levels of registration in rural versus urban areas.
Dr. Mazza’s presentation noted the importance of the transmission of lack of registration between generations, similar to poverty: in general unregistered parents transmit the same status to their children. In addition, non-registration affects school registration because of the lack of identity cards.
Finally, she mentioned that a variety of different factors result in under-registration: living in remote areas, being a descendent of indigenous groups or of African descent, as well as economic, legal, administrative, geographic, cultural and linguistic obstacles.  It is most difficult for women to register as well.
c. Jaya Sarkar, Associate Regional Director, Plan International Regional Office for the Americas – Panama

Ms. Sarkar documented the intrinsic relationship between the right to identity and the exercise of rights. The right to a name and nationality are indispensable to fight injustice and create the necessary conditions for the development of children. Likewise, the linkage between poverty and marginalization becomes clearer and apparent in the case of undocumented children. The lack of registration results in serious limitations to bring a court case and to identify children who suffer violence, trafficking or other forms of exploitation. She emphasized the following points:
· The necessity to involve communities in the registration process, particularly during registration campaigns in remote and rural areas. This strengthens citizenship. 
· Laws must assure the respect for cultural, linguistic and ethnic differences, and the governments must consider developing guidelines to register minority and indigenous groups.
· Registration statistics show that the countries have not complied with their tasks. Birth registration makes it possible to build the capacity for citizen participation. 
· The OAS can play a critical role in facilitating the creation of consensus and commitment between participants at the hemispheric level, as well as share lessons learned and best practices. Universal birth registration is a crucial objective to that we must aim, and for this reason efforts to collaborate must be renewed.
d. Ana Lucia de Oliveira Paes, Department of Brazilian Communities in the Exterior (DCB) – Brazil

The civil registry is important not only at home, but overseas. Dr. de Oliveira Paes spoke about existing procedures for Brazilians to be recognized as citizens. She pointed out that registration is important as a legal recognition of people and a first step for Brazilians born abroad to acquire citizenship. At age 18, all children born and registered abroad must go to legal officials in Brazil to indicate their desire to claim their Brazilian nationality. Registration abroad can also be done through a Brazilian Consulate in order to be valid. Civilian registration guarantees the future rights of children born into families of Brazilian parents abroad. 
She said that international adoption is another subject of great importance related to registration, identity and nationality, since appropriate registration of children adopted outside of a country guarantees them the right of nationality of the country where they have been adopted. 
Dr. de Oliveira Paes expressed the hope that the same endeavor to stimulate national registration should result in systematic registration of those living and born abroad.
The panel’s Moderator, Ambassador Camilo Alfonso Ospina, Permanent Representative of Colombia, thanked and congratulated the panelists and supported OAS activities in this field. He also requested concrete objectives and specific actions so that support and policy decisions can be based on an action platform with concrete objectives.
Panel III: Identity, Participation and Citizenship 

a. Dr. Patricia Weiss Fagen, Institute for the Study of International Migration Georgetown University – Washington, D.C. 
Dr. Fagen referred to the case study on the documentation campaign carried out in El Salvador between 1991-1994, as a response to the San Jose Human Rights Agreement, signed by the Government and the Front Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN). The municipal civil registries were destroyed during the civil war, and almost all those who fled from the conflict lost their original documents. Against this background, she emphasized the following points:
· The agreement committed the government to provide identification for repatriated refugees, populations re-established in the country, and Salvadorans in conflict zones who lacked documentation. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) set out to grant birth certificates and identity cards to refugees, persons internally displaced and ex-combatants.
· The program was extended in order to cover all the population affected by the conflict, as well as other municipalities that did not have reliable central registries. UNHCR was asked to supervise a national effort to provide documentation and to monitor restoration of civil registries.
· Because of the need to call elections, the Supreme Electoral Court, the Institute of Municipal Development, the national police, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the United Nations Observer Mission in El Salvador (ONUSAL), and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and a group of domestic nongovernmental organizations participated in the campaign to grant identity cards and electoral registration to populations affected most by the conflict, poor and women.

b. Felix Ortega de la Torre, Consultant, Organization of American States
Mr. Ortega referred to current challenges civil registries of the hemisphere face and indicated that they’re similar: service problems, weak security, inaccessibility, and complex and slow statistics.
He described the objectives that were being followed as part of projects to modernize civil registries; especially in Haiti, Paraguay and Honduras and that technology is not an end in itself but only a tool to achieve modernization. Modernization aims to improve organization, services, relationships with electoral bodies as well as integration and linkages with other institutions (such as hospitals and schools).
Mr. Ortega emphasized that the civil registry creates public value and must satisfy the needs and the expectations of the public. Likewise, with a good uncomplicated modern civil registry, the basis for an electronic government platform can succeed.
He presented a detailed case study on Haiti and emphasized that among its main benefits were: 
· Registration of more than 3.56 million people over 18 years of age in 4 1/2 months
· Implementation of training programs and creation of jobs
· Direct participation by 2,500 Haitians in charge of registration operations
· 750 registration points in 450 fixed offices were equipped and more than 100 mobile units in the countryside, using solar panels as the energy source to make the project viable and sustainable
· A voters list was created that was used to organize three sets of elections that restored democratic government in the country.
c. Mr. Alexander Giusti, Regional Advisor for Vital and Health Statistics, Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) - Washington D.C.

Mr. Giusti talked about vital statistics and their relation to those of the civil registry. Vital statistics are especially relevant to a country, since they contribute to public policy planning, such as education and health policies.
Birth registration is associated with the right of persons to health, and for this reason we cannot separate it of death registration. The civil registry is a source of data, they are institutions hundreds of years old and they allow us to monitor the state of health of the population from birth to death. Changes in the civil registry entail changes to vital statistics. 
Mr. Giusti emphasized the importance of the death certificate, since without registration of a death, persons do not have right to inheritance, burial and saying farewell to a loved one, nor do survivors have access to secure health. The information contained in the death certificate provides the cause of death and showcases the state of health and disease of the general population.
He explained the challenges that exist in the countries of the hemisphere related to the scope of vital statistics. Mr. Giusti highlighted the results of an analysis of health statistics for the hemisphere, which were collected by a questionnaire from the countries. With the results, he said that it was possible to categorize groups of countries in relation to their statistics. In this context, he indicated that in most cases where there is birth registration there is also death registration, although national averages hide significant differences in rural areas where most are indigenous, of African descent, and other vulnerable groups.
He emphasized the importance of the registry as the source of data, and that joint tasks should be carried out that are linked to the health system.
Ambassador Alexander Garcia Moreno, Permanent Representative of Mexico, the Moderator of this panel congratulated all of the panelists for their interesting presentations and requested the Secretariat to send the presentations to all of the delegations. He also reflected on the lack of discussion among the panelists of constructing political consensus, which, he suggested, might be an indicator that it already exists.
EXHANGE OF OPINIONS BY THE DELEGATIONS
The delegations of Panama, Chile, Paraguay, Honduras, El Salvador, Venezuela, Costa Rica, Colombia, Mexico, Uruguay, the United States, Brazil, Peru, Belize, Argentina, and Canada expressed their appreciation and thanks to the Chair of the Permanent Council and to the panelists for their noteworthy presentations.  In several cases the delegations described the experience of their countries on the related subjects of the exercise of the right to the identity and citizen registration. A brief synthesis of the statements of the delegations appears below, in the order in which they were presented.
The delegation of Panama urged governments to conduct more effective registration campaigns so that the children can obtain their documents.  It was suggested that, for this purpose, decentralization of the registries should be promoted and the assistance of teachers be considered for this task.
The delegation of Chile pointed out that that the lack of identity and registration undermines the exercise of the right to the identity, social inclusion and full citizenship. It asked the OAS to systematize its experience and the support offered to member states on this subject and proposed that concrete operational objectives be defined that are achievable by the Organization.  The Chilean delegation stated that the OAS should cooperate and contribute to the grand alliance for the rights of the child. Chile supported fleshing out an Inter-American Program for the Right to Identity, based on irrevocable, enforceable and universal principles. It urged the member states to support multilateral efforts in this field, above all, training. The delegation proposed that the Council request an opinion from the Inter-American Juridical Committee regarding the scope of the Right to Identity.
The Chilean delegation also emphasized the central responsibility that the Inter-American Children’s Institute has to increase universal birth registration and to exchange registration experiences and methodologies, by which an alliance with the Institute should be strengthened. The delegation also suggested working with the Pan-American Health Organization and analyzing their models of joint vaccination and registration.
The Paraguayan delegation asked the member states to support the draft that it submitted along with the delegations of Peru, Mexico and Panama to create an Inter-American Program for the Right to Identity and extended an invitation to those present to participate in the First Hemispheric Conference on Universal Birth Registration. 
The delegation of Honduras emphasized the importance of registration and recommended that the information on OAS work in this field be shared. The connection between illiteracy and under-registration was mentioned as a current challenge.
El Salvador’s delegation reported that birth registration is a high-priority focus in the country’s the public policies. 
The delegation of Venezuela reported that the government is conducting campaigns in public squares, markets, and shopping centers so that children obtain their identity card, as well as other actions that the government is implementing in the field of identity.

The Costa Rican delegation submitted a copy of the Law of Responsible Paternity, which pursues the objective that parents assume the care and protection of their children, including those born outside of marriage. All children are subject of to the law, have the right to the surname of the parents and universal birth registration. Registration is vital when children enter the obligatory primary education system, since all children must be registered in order to start school. The delegation supported the proposal to ask for consultative opinion of the Inter-American Human Rights Court or the Inter-American Juridical Committee.
Colombia’s delegation reported that the government makes the protection and registration of children a high priority, but that it also important to promote the registration of adults, especially since that has implications for people to access social security. The delegation recognized that, in order to protect children more effectively, it is necessary to rely on a system of sanctions to prevent abuses against children, and the need to create institutions and laws for that purpose. Colombia indicated that the country has experienced the sad reality of recruitment of minors, mainly by armed cocaine gangs, and asked for solidarity from the participants to eradicate this phenomenon. A pilot project launched jointly with National Registration was described.  It intends to register children at birth using mobile units at five hospitals.
The Colombian delegation concluded by noting the importance of international cooperation in this field, and especially the Memorandum of Understanding signed by the OAS, IDB and UNICEF.
The delegation of Mexico indicated its sponsorship of the draft resolution along with other countries, which will be considered at the next General Assembly.  Its main goal is to establish an Inter-American Program on Right to Identity. Mexico also supported the proposal made by other delegations to submit a request on the scope of the right to identity to the Inter-American Juridical Committee.
Uruguay’s delegation pointed out that the right to the identity facilitates the exercise of other rights and emphasized the importance of carrying out registration campaigns in remote areas.  It urged governments to commit themselves politically so that children have access to full and participatory citizenship.  It congratulated the leadership of the Inter-American Children’s Institute and welcomed the appointment of its new Director.
The delegation emphasized the importance of developing cooperative relationships to improve the capacity of the OAS to respond, and highlighted what the Secretary General mentioned in terms of considering the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding with the IDB and UNICEF as a starting point for accomplishing universal birth registration.
The United States delegation emphasized the importance for children to have a name and request a nationality.  These are central to the International Agreement on Civil and Political Rights. The delegation supported the objective of universal birth registry of the citizens in the hemisphere by 2015 mentioned in the Memorandum of Understanding signed by the OAS, IDB, and UNICEF.  It expressed the hope that these efforts be strengthened by carrying out compatible activities with other organizations, such as UNHCR. 
Universal birth registration is crucial for participation in society throughout life. The United States registers all the births of citizens, residents, visitors, immigrants and diplomats within its borders. Finally, the delegation mentioned that the government recently ratified its commitment to the right to recognize individuals before the law, the right of registration at birth, the right to a name, the protection, health and security of children, and development policies that leave no child behind.
The delegation of Brazil recognized that the documentation and registration of births are fundamental for the exercise of human rights, citizenship and political, economic, social and cultural rights. Brazil referred to the specific country situation and programs put in force in recent years to address the challenge of under-registration.  It emphasized the National Birth Registration Plan and the National Mobilization Program of the Civil Registry of Birth, the latter launched by the Special Secretariat of Human Rights. The delegation stressed that, although birth registration is free for all Brazilians, there are 400 municipalities without registry offices, especially in the North, where the under-registration statistics of sub registry are higher. Brazil urged those present to strengthen the culture of inclusion from the culture of registration. A complete copy of the intervention by the delegation of Brazil was distributed during the meeting.
The Peruvian delegation informed participants that it is sponsoring the draft resolution on the Inter-American Program for Universal Registration and the Right to Identity, which is on the agenda of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, and it asked support from all member states. Peru reported that the subject of the right to identity and citizen registration is of great importance for the country, and on advanced work that is being undertaken by the National Identification and Civil Status Registry (RENIEC).
The delegation of Belize spoke on behalf of CARICOM, indicating that the countries of the Caribbean also recognize the importance of the enjoyment of the right to identity in the exercise of other rights, and that the lack of systematic registration is a problem and also a civil offense in the region. These rights are enumerated in the constitutions of the Caribbean states, which specifically refer to the rights of the child.  The goals of the Convention of the Rights of the Child should be the standard to which all of the countries aspire. Finally, Belize expressed thanks to UNICEF for its presentation and its work in the Caribbean region.
The delegation of Argentina presented a background document with commentaries on the theme under consideration. This document analyzes the scope of the reach of the right to identity in the international and national legal contexts. The representative pointed out that for Argentina the right to identity has a special connotation due to the situation experienced during the military dictatorship. In 1982, with the creation of the organization of the Grandmothers of the Plaza de Mayo, the search began for young children who had disappeared, were victims of the dictatorship and those kidnapped or trafficked as minors. The delegation reported that Argentina has a National Genetic Data Bank to identify children and make efforts to verify the condition of grandparents of missing children and children born in captivity. A complete copy of the intervention of Argentina was distributed during the meeting.
The Canadian delegation asserted that civil registries are central for democratic consolidation. The challenge of Canada is to link identity issues within the recognized framework of a democratic and pluralistic society. Canada notes that, as we become a global community, it becomes more necessary to rescue the proper identity and that, at the present time, global identity competes with local identity.
CLOSING SESSION AND DECISIONS ADOPTED
Dr. Mariclaire Acosta, Director of the Department for the Promotion of the Governance shared with participants a summary of the commentaries during the Session. She emphasized the content and quality of all presentations and the importance that they will have to plan future activities linking the right to the identity and citizen registration. 
She expressed special thanks for the large quantity of information, knowledge, suggestions and ideas on how the OAS can proceed to move ahead so that birth registration will become a reality in our hemisphere.
Dr. Acosta briefly mentioned the major these around which activities will be organized: 1) the implementation of joint activities coordinated with international bodies; 2) working through networks; 3) providing direct technical assistance to the member states; 4) promoting cooperation between countries and with civil society; and 5) advancing participation by bodies such as the Inter-American Juridical Committee or others of the inter-American system of human rights protection.
In summary, she pointed out that full enjoyment of the right to identity is the main element in the construction of citizenship, and one of the pillars of democratic governance; and assured participants that a General Assembly resolution and a legal opinion on the scope of the right to the identity will be essential instruments to program objectives, goals and concrete activities, as indicated by delegations present.
Next the President of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Maria del Lujan Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, listed the agreements reached during the meeting and ended the Session. 
The Permanent Council decided:
· To thank the panelists, moderators and delegations for their presentations;
· To ask the Technical Secretariat to produce a summary of the Special Session with the observations and/or recommendations of the participants and  transmit it for consideration of the Inter-American Commission on Integral Development; and
· To ask for the Inter-American Juridical Committee for an opinion on the scope of the right to the identity in accordance to the exchange of opinions during the Session.

LIST OF DOCUMENTS DISTRIBUTED DURING THE SPECIAL SESSION
The documents listed below were distributed during the Special Session of the Permanent Council:

· Agenda (CP/OD-1583/07).
· Background note prepared by Technical Secretariat (CP/INF.5452/07).
· National Plan for Birth Registration in Brazil(CP/INF.5454/07)
· Commentaries of Argentina on “Childhood, Identity and Citizenship” (CP/INF. 5455/07).
· Remarks of Ambassador Maria del Lujan Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay and President of Permanent Council (CP/INF. 5456/07).

· Remarks of Ambassador Osmar V. Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil (CP/INF. 5457/07)
· Law of Responsible Parenthood in Costa Rica (Presented by the Permanent Mission of Costa Rica, distributed during the Session) 
· Strategic plan 2005-2008 and video on the Rights of the Child, presented by the Inter-American Children’s Institute
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