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This document was prepared by the Summits Secretariat to provide member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) with information on the civil society organization (CSO) Fundación Salvadoreña para el Desarrollo Económico y Social (FUSADES).

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by fusades in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1.
Background

The Fundación Salvadoreña para el Desarrollo Económico y Social (FUSADES) is a think tank and a research center founded in 1983.  The purpose of FUSADES is to promote the economic and social development of El Salvador through the implementation of programs on sustainable development and the promotion of democracy.


FUSADES elaborates strategies oriented to carrying out development projects and disseminate information through publications and seminars.  It also seeks to contribute to the eradication of poverty in the country through programs directed toward improving rural communities, executing training projects, scientific capacity-building, and technology exchange.


FUSADES executes, through its unit of social responsibility, technical assistance programs to the poorest Salvadorian communities through the promotion of exchange among governments and local and international donors and said communities. FUSADES receives voluntary contributions and its resources come from the fund for financing the micro and small enterprises of the Program of Promotion to the Small and Micro Enterprise (PROPEMI).

FUSADES carries out projects funded by the Multilateral Investment Fund of the Inter-American Development Bank and the Banco Salvadoreño, among others.  The organization has a general board of founding members, a board of directors, an executive committee, and various departments with specialized programs.  Its administrative structure consists of departments that handle the execution of specialized programs.


FUSADES submitted its application to the OAS on July 31, 2006.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name: 


Fundación Salvadoreña para el Desarrollo Económico y Social
(FUSADES)
Address:

Edificio FUSADES, Bulevar Santa Elena,



Urbanización Santa Elena,



Antiguo Cuscatlán,



Apartado Postal 01-278



La Libertad, El Salvador
Tel:


(503) 2248 5600
Fax:


(503) 2278 3356

E-mail address:

e.legal@fusades.com.sv; cumana@fusades.com.sv
Website:

http://www.fusades.com.sv
Chair:


Antonio Cabrales
Date of establishment:
May 9, 1983

3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

FUSADES works to promote economic and social progress, under a democratic approach that upholds individual liberties and sustainable development, through the following areas of endeavor:

· Studies, publications, and seminars on the country’s economic, social, and environmental situation with a view to proposing government policies and formulating governmental plans;

· Promoting initiatives to strengthen institutions and consolidate the rule of law in El Salvador;

· Studying and reviewing existing law to identify obstacles to development policy implementation;

· Facilitating foreign business and investment in El Salvador;

· Promoting the development of small and medium-size enterprises by supplying financial and business development services, technical advice or assistance, promotion, financing, and management and administrative consulting and training;

· Encouraging action to eradicate poverty in areas of basic social infrastructure, production projects, strengthening local capacity, emergency assistance, and training in matters of vulnerability to natural disasters.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

FUSADES can contribute to OAS activities through the following sustainable development promotion activities:

· Publication of studies and bulletins on educational topics in the economic, social, and environmental fields; conducting seminars on access to information, transparency, and ethics in public administration; and  business sector development;

· Conducting seminars and forums to promote institutional soundness;
· Management of a comprehensive soil and water testing laboratory;

· Promotion of debates, meetings, and dialogues to reach and train civil society and political leaders in promoting opportunities for trade and competitiveness, vulnerability to natural disasters, and analysis and review of existing laws in El Salvador.

5.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

FUSADES believes it could contribute to OAS democracy-building, institution-building, and sustainable development efforts by:

· Supporting the activities of the Department of Sustainable Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to train civil society and political leaders for decision-making on policy implementation in connection with water resources, biodiversity, renewable energy, environmental law, and trade;

· Supporting initiatives of the Department for the Promotion of Democracy and the Department for the Promotion of Good Governance of the Secretariat for Political Affairs in activities related to strengthening democratic institutions;

· Publicizing the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, particularly those of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, in Mar del Plata, on training of entrepreneurs for micro, small, and medium-size enterprises.
· Supporting the activities of the Department of Trade, Tourism, and Competitiveness and the Department of Social Development and Employment of SEDI, through initiatives to expand trade opportunities, increase competitiveness and employment, foster economic integration, and strengthen micro, small, and medium-size enterprises.
· Cooperating in the Summits of the Americas process through the activities of the Department of Sustainable Development of SEDI, following up on activities of the First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Sustainable Development.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated July 26, 2006

· Articles of incorporation, May 9, 1983

· Statutes, September 6, 1983

· Annual report for 2005

· Institutional mission statement

· Financial statements, December 31, 2005, and 2004 (Audited by Pricewaterhouse Coopers, S.A. de C.V.)
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