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Summary of the meeting of February 22, 2007

1. Follow-up on institutional matters: resolutions AG/RES. 2182 (XXXVI-O/06), “Adoption of the Amended Statutes of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction,” and AG/RES. 2184 (XXXVI-O/06), “Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, and Assistance in Natural and Other Disaster Situations”
· Presentation by Ambassador Denis G. Antoine, Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of Grenada to the OAS

Ambassador Antoine commented on post-hurricane and recovery activities two years after the disaster. 

He noted that Grenada’s growth in 2003 had been 1.3 percent and that education and public information were necessary components in the country’s recovery process. In that connection, he underscored the need to adapt to climate change.

As far as disaster management was concerned, he emphasized that access to insurance was essential and continued to be a major problem. He also referred to the subject of renewable energy and called for assistance in that area.  Likewise, he commented on the topic of water resource management, specifically regarding spraying and food safety.

In the area of early warning systems, he said that support was needed for data collection processes. In that regard, he referred to support from the Department of Sustainable Development, the Caribbean Community, the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre (CCCCC), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Pan American Development Foundation (PADF), the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). He would continue seeking assistance from those entities in more effectively tackling the challenges posed by natural disasters.

Lastly, Ambassador Antoine said that Grenada would participate in the Cricket World Cup this year, which demonstrated the recovery capacity of the country, which had made significant progress.

· Presentation by the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development

The presentation by Mr. Pablo González from the Department of Sustainable Development on the activity report pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2184 (XXXVI-O/06) was distributed as document CP/CSH/INF.72/07.


Likewise, the following documents related to this presentation were distributed:

· Report by the Department of Sustainable Development on the First Meeting of the Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (CP/CSH/INF.70/07)

· Report of the Department of Sustainable Development (DSD) on Its Activities in Natural Hazard Risk Reduction (CP/CSH/INF.71/07)

· The Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (CP/CSH/INF.73/07)

· Presentation by the Inter-American Defense Board 

The presentation by the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) was made by Colonel Antonio Deluiggi of the IADB Sub-Secretariat for Advisory Services and distributed as document CP/CSH/INF.82/07.

Dialogue among delegations
The delegation of Canada referred to its country’s commitment to disaster mitigation. It underscored the importance of coordination in the area and said that attention should be paid to gender issues during consideration of disaster-related matters. Moreover, it said that it would welcome the establishment by the Inter-American Defense Board of an inventory of military aid for natural disasters. 

The delegation of the United States expressed support for the idea of the inventory and said that the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) was responsible for implementing the Plan of Action in this area (ISP), but that, given the IACNDR’s high level, coordination of its efforts had been difficult. The delegation suggested the possibility of an advisory body, made up of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) and the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH), to organize the Organization’s endeavors and give the topic the level of attention it deserved.

The delegation of Grenada insisted once again on the need for technical assistance regarding renewable energy.

The delegation of Argentina commented on the mandates set out in resolution AG/RES. 2184 and said that action must be taken to carry them out.  

Pablo González from the Department of Sustainable Development explained that his presentation was related to the activities planned by his Department but did not constitute the IACNDR report.   It was intended to emphasize the establishment of the network and to make that tool available so as to follow up on implementation of the Plan. 

The delegation of Bolivia said that the armed forces could be very helpful in natural disasters.
2. Preparations for the “Meeting to review progress in implementation the Declaration on Security in the Americas,” March 20, 2007 - resolution AG/RES. 2185 (XXXVI-O/06)

Under this item, the Secretariat presented a report on the invitations extended to the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS and other bodies of the inter-American system concerned with various aspects of security and defense in the Hemisphere, requesting reports on how they had been meeting the commitments of the Declaration on Security in the Americas in their areas of endeavor. It also reported on the participation of civil society in the special meetings of March 12 and 20. The Secretariat’s report was circulated as document CP/CSH/INF.83/07.

Mr. Christopher Hernández-Roy, Director of the Department for the Prevention of Threats against Public Security, commented on the focus of the report of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security. He said that it referred to actions taken by the General Secretariat in support of the member states. 

At the outset of the discussion, the delegations expressed their views on the scope of the first meeting on the topic.  Various delegations noted that that meeting afforded a first opportunity to discuss the matter and to review the progress made in implementing the commitments undertaken in the Declaration on Security in the Americas. 
As concerned the national reports, the delegations voiced their concern about their preparation, since there were no clear parameters established for purposes of comparison. They said that, for the first meeting, it was important for member states to reflect on the reports.  The meeting should provide an initial opportunity to define a methodology for conducting this evaluation.

In addition, the delegations suggested using diverse evaluation tools, for example, the development of a matrix, along the lines of the one used by CICTE, or the advisory services of the Department of International Legal Affairs.

The delegation of Argentina suggested that the item “Institutional Matters” appear as a separate item on the agenda.

Lastly, the delegation of Chile raised the possibility of that meeting serving as the starting point for a possible “Mexico + 5” meeting, which might be held in 2008.  The meeting on March 20 would be the first in preparation for the larger conference in 2008, at which countries could present more complete reports or more accurate assessments.

3. Other business

· Ms. Ann Marie Layne Campbell, Alternate Representative of Antigua and Barbuda, presented the rapporteur’s report on the Committee meeting held on February 12, 2007, on the special security concerns of small island states (CP/CSH-824/07).  

· The Chair reminded delegations that, in accordance with the decision taken by the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure on January 24, 2007, regarding deadlines for the presentation of observations and the inclusion of topics on the draft agenda for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee had decided to set April 5, 2007, as the deadline for delegations to request the inclusion of new topics. Likewise, May 11 was set as an indicative deadline for the presentation of new draft resolutions.

· Lastly, the delegation of Peru asked the Secretariat to circulate the IADB presentation (CP/CSH/INF.82/07).
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