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DRAFT RESOLUTION

HEMISPHERIC EFFORTS TO COMBAT TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS:
STRENGTHENING COOPERATION
(Presented by the Delegation of Belize)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND resolutions AG/RES. 2019 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2026 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2118 (XXXV-O/05), and AG/RES. 2256 (XXXVI-O/06) on combating traffickikng in persons; as well as resolution CP/RES. 915 (1587/07) COMMEMORATION OF THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ABOLITION OF THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE that urges member states to “to prevent, punish and eliminate all contemporary forms of slavery”; and the recommendations of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VI);
BEARING IN MIND the Conclusions and Recommendations of the First Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, held on Isla Margarita, Venezuela, from March 14 to 17, 2006, that called for “the governments’ commitment to improve their capacity to identify, investigate, prosecute, and punish those responsible for trafficking in persons, especially in women and children, and to provide due assistance and protection to the victims”;
RECALLING that in the Declaration on Security in the Americas the member states condemned transnational organized crime, since it constitutes an assault on institutions in our states and negatively affects our societies; and renewed the commitment to fighting it by strengthening the domestic legal framework, the rule of law, and multilateral cooperation, respectful of the sovereignty of each state, in particular through the exchange of information, mutual legal assistance, and extradition;
RECOGNIZING that human trafficking is a crime that is transnational in nature, and that fighting it requires bilateral and regional international cooperation; and
RECOGNIZING the efforts of member states in fighting trafficking in persons; and recalling the commitment by our governments to strengthen regional and international cooperation in fighting this serious crime, which is usually a manifestation of transnational organized crime,
RESOLVES:
1. To urge member states who have not yet done so, to consider ratifying or acceding to, as appropriate, the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, that complements that Convention, and that they adopt the national measures necessary to implement these instruments.
2. To request that the General Secretariat:
a) Draft model legislation on trafficking in persons, fully in accordance with the United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children; which member states can use as a reference when developing or modifying their own legislation on the subject.
b) Work with the member states to develop cooperation agreements on the issue of repatriation and reinsertion of victims of human trafficking;

c) Study the feasibility of establishing a peer review mechanism to evaluate progress in the fight against human trafficking;
d) Continue supporting the implementation of the Conclusions and Recommendations of the First Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons.

3. To urge the members states to adopt, in accordance with their national legal systems and international instruments in force in each state, a comprehensive legal framework to fight trafficking in persons, and to consider establishing, where appropriate, national mechanisms to prevent the crime of trafficking in persons and to protect victims.
4. To recognize that civil society plays a key role in combating trafficking in persons, and to recommend that the member states, as well as the General Secretariat, continue to enhance the dialogue with civil society organizations in their efforts against trafficking in persons.
5. To ask the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to continue considering this topic.
6. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eight regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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