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1. Adoption of the order of business
The Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1588/07.

· Presentation of gavel
The Permanent Council presented a gavel to Ambassador María del Luján Flores in recognition by the OAS member states of her service as Chair of the Permanent Council from January 1 to March 31, 2007. 

2. Remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council

Ambassador Jorge Valero Briceño, Permanent Representative of Venezuela, addressed the Permanent Council at his first meeting as Chair of said organ.  In his remarks, he emphasized, inter alia:  climate change; the right to development and the holding of a dialogue of members of the OAS Permanent Council and the United Nations Human Rights Council; eradication of poverty; cooperation in solidarity with Haiti; and energy for development.  The Chair of the Council also presented the topics transcribed below for their consideration by the OAS:
“The OAS – we reiterate – must move toward a profound conceptual and institutional transformation. 

The OAS must overcome the ideological conditioning of the Cold War and promote dialogue and cooperation with all countries of the Hemisphere, without exception. 

The OAS must be an open forum for free and unbiased discussion of new paradigms of development and promote discussion of the disastrous consequences of neoliberalism and the Washington Consensus. 
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The OAS must reflect the progressive changes occurring in the Hemisphere. 

The OAS must keep abreast of the most advanced philosophical and political doctrines, renew its discourse, and move towards a comprehensive multidimensional definition of democracy and human rights.”

The remarks of Ambassador Jorge Valero, Permanent Representative of Venezuela and Chair of the Permanent Council, are published in document CP/INF.5478/07. 

3. Oral report by Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS, on her term as Chair of the Permanent Council
Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, gave an oral report on her term as Chair of the Permanent Council.  In that connection, she emphasized the protocolary ceremonies, conferences, and meetings she had attended in her capacity as Chair of the Permanent Council, and her recommendations on administrative matters.  She also discussed in particular the following topics:  the advisability of implementation of the provisions of Article 84 ff of the OAS Charter regarding the role of the Permanent Council in the peaceful settlement of disputes among member states;  Article 64 of the American Convention on Human Rights, which makes provision for the Permanent Council to request advisory opinions from the Inter-American Court of Human Rights; and promotion of Article 100 of the OAS Charter, which makes provision for obtaining opinions from the Inter-American Juridical Committee as an advisory body of the OAS on juridical matters. 

The Council decided to take note of the report presented by the Permanent Representative of Uruguay.  The remarks made by Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, are published in document CP/INF.5479/07 rev. 1.

4. Report of the Secretary General, His Excellency José Miguel Insulza, on “The Inter-American Democratic Charter, 2001-2006”
Mr. José Miguel Insulza, OAS Secretary General, presented a report on “The Inter-American Democratic Charter, 2001-2006” (CP/doc. 4184/07), in implementation of the mandate of the General Assembly assigned in its resolutions AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06), in which the Secretary General is entrusted with presenting to the Permanent Council a report that describes the manner in which the Inter-American Democratic Charter has been implemented since its entry into force.
The delegations of Peru, Guatemala, Canada, Costa Rica, Brazil, Grenada, Chile, Uruguay, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico, Panama, Colombia, Venezuela, Argentina, United States, Paraguay, Haiti, Honduras, Dominican Republic, Jamaica, and Bolivia presented observations on said report.

For its part, the Permanent Council decided:

· To thank the Secretary General for the presentation of his report on “The Inter-American Democratic Charter, 2001-2006”;

· To take due note of the observations made by the delegations on said report; and
· To maintain the topic at the level of the Permanent Council and to continue consideration of it at a subsequent meeting.
5. Report of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities
At its meeting of April 10, 2007, the Permanent Council considered the report of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), which transmits the recommendations of the Committee on the applications presented by 12 civil society organizations (CP/CISC-317/07).

After hearing the presentation of the report given by the Chair of the Committee, Ambassador Marina Annette Valère, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago, and taking account of the observation made by the Alternate Representative of El Salvador, the Council decided:
· To endorse the recommendations made by the Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities to approve the applications of the following civil society organizations:

a. Asociación de Afrocolombianos Desplazados (AFRODES) – Colombia (CP/CISC-308/07)

b. Asociación Interétnica de Desarrollo de la Selva Peruana (AIDESEP) – Peru (CP/CISC-309/07)

c. Asociación para una Ciudadanía Participativa (ACI-PARTICIPA) –Honduras (CP/CISC-310/07)

d. Asociación Pro-desarrollo de la Mujer y Medio Ambiente (APRODEMA) –Dominican Republic (CP/CISC-311/07)

e. Centro Ciudadano Asociación Civil – Argentina (CP/CISC-312/07)

f. Centro de Estudios Fronterizos y de Promoción de los Derechos Humanos, A.C. (CEFPRODHAC) – Mexico (CP/CISC-313/07)

g. Centro Interamericano contra la Desaparición, Explotación, Trata y Tráfico (CIDETT)  – Peru (CP/CISC-302/07)

h. Confederación Venezolana de Industriales (Conindustria) – Venezuela (CP/CISC-303/07)

i. Federación Argentina de Colegios de Abogados (FACA) – Argentina (CP/CISC-304/07)

j. Instituto de Desarrollo Humano y Economía Social (IDHES) – Venezuela (CP/CISC-307/07)

k. Instituto de Estudios Políticos y Jurídicos Internacionales (IDEPJI) – Peru (CP/CISC-305/07);
· To request the OAS General Secretariat to enter the 11 approved civil society organizations in the corresponding OAS register, in accordance with the provisions of resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99); and
· To postpone consideration of the application of the Fundación Salvadoreña para el Desarrollo Económico y Social (FUSADE) – El Salvador (CP/CISC-306/97) until a subsequent meeting.

Decision to postpone items on the order of business
In view of the time, the Permanent Council decided to postpone until a subsequent meeting consideration of items 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 on the order of business (CP/OD-1588/07).
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	�.	The statements and comments made by the delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1588/07.
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