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Thank you, Mr. Council Chair.
The OAS member states have reaffirmed, in various hemispheric instruments, their willingness to take a firm stand in fighting terrorism.  They have reaffirmed their commitment to dealing with terrorism in all its forms and manifestations.  They have stressed the threat that terrorism poses to our democracies and to the economic and social development of our peoples.
And they have reaffirmed that the fight against terrorism should be waged with full respect for law, human rights, due process, and democratic institutions.

The OAS member states also have committed themselves to fulfilling the obligations established in the instruments adopted, in particular, those pertaining to mutual legal assistance and the extradition of any person who participates in the planning, preparation, financing, or commission of terrorist acts.
Ladies and gentlemen,
The Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela has decided to bring to this forum the matter of terrorism and the number one terrorist of this Hemisphere, Luis Posada Carriles.
The terrorist incursions of Luis Posada Carriles are familiar throughout our Hemisphere: in Argentina, Guatemala, the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Mexico, Venezuela, Chile, Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia, Brazil, Costa Rica, Barbados, Panama, Cuba, Colombia, Uruguay, Paraguay, and the United States. This person has executed or planned his terrorist activities in all those countries.
The Venezuelan people have painful memories of this terrorist. In the 1970s, Luis Posada Carriles was transferred by the CIA to Venezuela to join the Police Intelligence Services Directorate (Dirección de los Servicios de Inteligencia Policial, or DISIP), where he worked under the pseudonym “Inspector Basilio.” The memory of the hundreds of people tortured, disappeared, and murdered by that police force in those years remains vivid.

With anguish we Venezuelans also recall the terrorist act against an airborne Cuban Airlines plane by the coast of Barbados, which took the lives of 73 innocent civilians of various nationalities. Posada Carriles planned and carried out this act of terrorism together with Orlando Bosh, Hernán Ricardo, and Fredy Lugo.
Luis Posada Carriles was arrested and prosecuted in Venezuela. On August 18, 1985, however, he managed to escape the San Carlos Barracks, where he was being held. The escape was planned, financed, and executed by the Cuban American National Foundation and, indirectly, by the CIA.

Distinguished permanent and alternate representatives,
The Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, upon learning, on April 22, 2005, that Luis Posada Carriles was in United States territory, asked the Department of State for information on his whereabouts. On May 13, 2005, it requested his “precautionary arrest with a view to extradition.” Since then, the Government of Venezuela has not ceased to request the extradition of the terrorist Luis Posada Carriles.
The grounds for our Government’s extradition request are that Posada Carriles is a fugitive from Venezuelan justice.
Moreover, the bilateral extradition agreement between Venezuela and the United States, signed in 1922, and the Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of Civil Aviation, signed in Montreal, Canada, in 1971, both remain in effect. Under those agreements, the deportation of a terrorist is compulsory.

Countless persons have spoken in support of Venezuela’s request for the extradition of such a dangerous criminal. The Secretary General of the OAS, Dr. José Miguel Insulza, said that “... considering the criminal background of Posada Carriles, he could not understand Washington’s refusal to deport him to Caracas ... .”
The 118 member countries of the non-aligned group, at its most recent summit, held in Havana, in 2006, took a highly important position by backing “the extradition request issued by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the Government of the United States in order to bring Mr. Luis Posada Carriles to justice.”
And yet Venezuela’s request has been denied. Instead, a court in El Paso, Texas, has just granted Luis Posada Carriles release on bail.  

This has caused profound indignation among the Venezuelan people and other peoples of the Hemisphere, who demand punishment for this terrorist. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela issued, on April 22, 2007, a statement which I will read to you: 

“The freeing of the terrorist Luis Posada Carriles is the final outcome of the maneuver set in motion by the George W. Bush regime to protect him.  It assists in his evasion of justice and brazenly mocks the memory of the victims of the bombing of the Cuban Airlines flight in 1976. 

The purpose of this act of complicity, committed by the nefarious U.S. leader, is to buy the silence of Posada Carriles.  Over long years of crime, he has been a CIA agent and a member of the Bush clan, as demonstrated by declassified U.S. Government documents.  Because of this he has valuable information on crimes against the peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean.

Starting in the 1970s, this terrorist took part in countless schemes to persecute, torture, and murder men and women throughout our Hemisphere.  His best known crimes are the bombing of the Cuban airplane in Barbados, the torture and murder of social activists in Venezuela, support for terrorist operations in Central America against Nicaragua and El Salvador, and the bombing murder of tourists in Cuba.

“The United States Government had a number of legal means of arresting him by declaring him a terrorist, as it usually does when it finds it is advantageous, but it chose to free him.  It could also have kept him under arrest for illegal immigration.  Or it could have arrested him for purposes of extradition, according to the request by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, under the agreement on the matter between our country and the United States.

”In freeing him, they may have thought of continuing to use his services against leaders in the Hemisphere. The decision to free a known terrorist demonstrates the double standard of a government that claims to fight terrorism but supports those same murderous activities in its actions.
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This regrettable decision–the greatest possible act of disrespect for justice and for the victims of terrorism–was taken today, April 19, a historic date in the independence of Latin America. The conscience of the peoples of Latin America will constantly pursue the terrorists and one of their most important accomplices, the current president of the United States.

“The Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela calls upon international public opinion and all peoples to mobilize, calls upon governments and multilateral organizations to act firmly to bring terrorists and their promoters to justice, and reiterates its request to the Government of the United States for the immediate extradition of this dangerous criminal.”

Distinguished permanent and alternate representatives,

The Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela believes the OAS member states should adhere to the mandates issued concerning the fight against terrorism. 

The OAS has confirmed that shelter and protection should never be given to terrorists for any reason.  And Luis Posada Carriles is a convicted and confessed terrorist.
Distinguished permanent and alternate representatives, 
The Government of Hugo Chávez Frías will not rest until the terrorist Luis Posada Carriles is punished for his crimes.  It will continue to petition the U.S. Government to comply with the extradition agreement in force between our two nations.

Our Government will continue its consultations with the member states, in order that the OAS may set a precedent in the fight against terrorism.  We propose, therefore, to initiate in this Organization a frank and genuine discussion on the fight against terrorism and the freeing of Luis Posada Carriles.
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